Proposed changes to SARA (Continued)
Environment and Climate Change Canada is seeking comments on proposed amendments to the List resulting from the assessments of 15 terrestrial species. Of these, eight are for wildlife species that are not on the List and thus could be added to it. Currently, there are two populations of Massasauga on the List; one as Endangered and the other as Threatened. COSEWIC assessed these two populations as one. They could therefore be merged on the List as well, in which case they would all become Threatened. Another two species on the List are being considered for reclassification to a lower risk category. Another species, the Macropis Cuckoo Bee, is being considered for removal from the List as it has been assessed as “Data Deficient”, a status for which SARA does not apply. Additionally, COSEWIC has confirmed the status of three listed species; since for these, no regulatory amendments are indicated, they are not included in these consultations. For more information about these consultations, please contact InscriptionsLEP-SARListing@ec.gc.ca
Fisheries and Oceans Canada is seeking comments on the proposed amendments to the List resulting from the assessments of two aquatic species already on the List and eligible for a reclassification. Fisheries and Oceans Canada will conduct consultations for three aquatic species eligible for an addition to the List. Fisheries and Oceans Canada has already completed consultations for the Northern Bottlenose Whale (Davis Strait-Baffin Bay-Labrador Sea population), and its status has not changed since COSEWIC last assessed it. Finally, COSEWIC confirmed the current status of four aquatic species on the List. For more information about these consultations, please contact SARA_LEP@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Environment and Climate Change Canada and Fisheries and Oceans Canada will consult the wildlife management boards where they are authorized by a land claims agreement to perform functions in respect of a wildlife species. 
The Consultation on Amending the List of Species under the Species at Risk Act: Terrestrial Species January 2026 provides additional information on the listing and consultation processes for terrestrial species, as well as the possibility of amending the List by adding, reclassifying, or removing species. On this page, you will also find an optional questionnaire on the proposed changes for these species. 
The Minister Response: COSEWIC species at risk assessments – January 2026 page provides the complete set of statements and the consultation paths (normal or extended) for each species. 
More general information about SARA, detailed information on each individual species, and the COSEWIC status reports are all available on the SARA Public Registry. 
You are invited to submit comments on the potential impacts of amending the List of Wildlife Species at Risk according to these COSEWIC status assessments. Your comments will be considered and will inform the Minister’s recommendation to Cabinet. Please provide comments by May 14, 2026 for terrestrial species undergoing a normal consultations process, and by October 14, 2026 for terrestrial species undergoing an extended consultations process. 
Send us an e-mail to subscribe or to unsubscribe.

