
GVI: Call for Input
The GVI employs a hierarchical classification system, defining the functional land management unit as SITE TYPE, or range site, across twenty-four natural site types: fourteen upland (e.g., loamy, sandy) and ten wetland/riparian (e.g., temporary lentic wetland). Additionally, eight anthropogenic land uses are identified, including four agricultural, two industrial, and two urban/rural classes. Modifiers such as salinity in agricultural lands or features like gravel pits and urban green spaces further refine site type classifications. Attributes such as tree, shrub, and herbaceous vegetation cover, along with woody plant height and density, provide critical data for wildlife habitat mapping amongst a plethora of other applications.
With the recent State of the Prairie report underscoring mounting pressures on Alberta's grasslands, the Prairie Conservation Forum (PCF) seeks stakeholder engagement to maintain an updated GVI. Insights from those who live, work, and traverse Alberta's grasslands are invaluable for enhancing grassland mapping tools and addressing new challenges. By gathering feedback on current GVI uses, features and potential improvements, the PCF aims to adapt the inventory to the diverse and evolving needs of its users.

