
______________________________________________________________________________

Welcome  to  St.  Stephen’s  Church  and  our  lovingly  offered  virtual  worship  service.  We  are

delighted that you are here in the spirit  of community,  even as we all  cannot be physically

together. So that our virtual worship better resembles our usual in-person worship, there will be

a few of  us here in the church, all  with no known high-risk  factors and all  maintaining the

recommended safe distance. We will share in leading the prayers, reading the Lessons, and in

the music. We will maintain this practice as long as it is safe and practical.   

We invite you to pray and sing along with us.  Everything you need for the prayers is here, with

the words of  the people  in bold.  We’ve included the lyrics  to  the hymns and other music.

Hopefully, this is familiar to you.  If not, listen to us the first time through and then join in. Even

though we will not hear you and you will not hear each other, God knows that we are doing this

together and we do, too.  

Sunday, March 29, 2020
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Morning Prayer II with Homily & Music, 10:00 AM

The service begins with a few moments of centering music.  Please use this time to settle your 

mind and your body, perhaps asking God to hold all the cares and concerns of your heart and 

your mind so that you may focus on this worship service.

GATHERING HYMN

SSH 30 Great is thy faithfulness Runyan

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

There is no shadow of turning with thee; 

Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 

As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.



Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!

Morning by morning new mercies I see;

All I have needed thy hand hath provided,

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,

Join with all nature in manifold witness,

To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Refrain

OPENING SENTENCE

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.        

CONFESSION OF SIN         

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not

loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of

your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and

walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty  God  have  mercy  on  you,  forgive  you  all  your  sins  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.

Amen.



THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER

Lord, open our lips.  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be for ever.  Amen.

Invitatory Psalm with Antiphon   Venite                                                                               Psalm 95:1-7

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *

    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God, *

    and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *

    and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, *

    and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *

    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him.

The Psalm Appointed for the Day                                                                                              Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD;

LORD, hear my voice; *

let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, *

O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *

therefore you shall be feared.



4 I wait for the LORD; my soul waits for him; *

in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the LORD,

more than watchmen for the morning, *

more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the LORD, *

for with the LORD there is mercy;

7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *

and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

THE LESSONS

A Reading from the First Book of Ezekiel                                                                         Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I

answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall

know that I am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in

them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:

Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that

they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they

lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am

the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



Canticle 9        The First Song of Isaiah                                                        Jack Noble White

Please join in singing the refrain:

Surely it is God who saves me,

I will trust in him and not be afraid

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense

And he will be my Savior.

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans                                                                       Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law--

indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who

raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN

In the Lord, I’ll be ever thankful      Taizé

In the Lord I'll be ever thankful,

In the Lord I will rejoice.

Look to God, do not be afraid,

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near;

Lift up your voices the Lord is near.



GOSPEL      John 11:1-45

A Reading from the Gospel of John

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary

was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother

Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when

Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that

the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her

sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place

where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,

“Rabbi,  the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not

stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because

the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,

but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he

will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he

was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am

glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the

Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus  arrived,  he  found  that  Lazarus  had  already  been  in  the  tomb  four  days.  Now

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha

and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been

here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever

you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know

that  he  will  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  on  the  last  day.”  Jesus  said  to  her,  “I  am  the

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone

who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to

him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met

him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go

out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the



Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He

said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep.

So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened

the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying

against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I

not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone.

And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may

believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come

out!” The dead man came out,  his  hands and feet bound with strips  of  cloth, and his  face

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in

him.

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

HOMILY The Rev. Paula J. Toland

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

    creator of heaven and earth;

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

        and born of the Virgin Mary.

    He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

        was crucified, died, and was buried.

    He descended to the dead.

    On the third day he rose again.

    He ascended into heaven,

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

    the holy catholic Church,

    the communion of saints,



    the forgiveness of sins

    the resurrection of the body,

    and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven,

     hallowed be your Name,

     your kingdom come,

     your will be done,

         on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

     as we forgive those

         who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial,

     and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

     and the glory are yours,

     now and for ever. Amen.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;  And grant us your salvation.

Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  Let your people sing with joy.

Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  For only in you can we live in safety.

Lord, keep this nation under your care;  And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

Let your way be known upon earth;  Your saving health among all nations.

Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

Create in us clean hearts, O God;  And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

We pray for those on our prayer list

Jeff Loggins

Jimmy Hasenkamp

Ian Janeczko

The McManus Family

The Blanchard Family

Donna Riggi

Bernard & Nathan

Donna Cuddeback

The Fitzgerald Family

Jamie Forgacs

Colette Ehlers

Roy Williams

Annette & Jack Moreno

Gail Pavlik

Stephanie Gubin



Sue Macbeth Francis Corey Majtyka

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant

your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the

swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are

to be found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Guidance

Heavenly God, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide

and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not

forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  by  whose  Spirit  the  whole  body  of  your  faithful  people  is

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all

members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly

serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Hymn 636  How firm a foundation           Foundation

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

is laid for your faith in his excellent word!

What more can he say than to you he hath said,

to you that for refuge to Jesus have fled?

“Fear not, I am with thee; O be not dismayed!

For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,

upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,

the rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

for I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless,

and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.



“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,

my grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;

the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design

thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.

“The soul that to Jesus hath fled for repose,

I will not, I will not desert to its foes;

that soul, though all hell shall endeavor to shake,

I’ll never, no, never, no, never forsake.”

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks

for all your goodness and loving-kindness

to us and to all whom you have made.

We bless you for our creation, preservation,

and all the blessings of this life;

but above all for your immeasurable love

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,

not only with our lips, but in our lives,

by giving up our selves to your service,

and by walking before you

in holiness and righteousness all our days;

through Jesus Christ our Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM

Almighty  God,  you have given us  grace at  this  time with  one accord to make our common

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our

desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,



and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.  Thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be

with us all evermore.  Amen. 

The service will conclude with a few moments of reflective music.  We invite you to use this time

to offer to God the prayers of your heart and to prepare to return to your daily routine.



St. Stephen’s Church
“A diverse Episcopal parish, a life-giving sanctuary, a place where love begets love.  Seekers,

doubters, and believers find a comfortable place in our midst.”

 

119 Main Street, Millburn, NJ 07041

973-376-0688 / ststephensmillburn.org

 

Rector: The Rev. Paula J. Toland; Emergency Contact: 508-542-1327

Music Director: Kim Williams; Organist: John Schucker

Members of the Vestry

Maryalice Chech: Warden, People & Programs; Roger Riedel, Property Warden

Fran Taber: Finance & Investment; Don Stanford: Treasurer

Kira Hanson: Parish Life & Personnel; Eugene Foley: Programs & Cemetery; 

Barbara Riedel: Recording Secretary & Clerk

If you wish to receive the weekly e-newsletter, please contact the parish office at

973-376-0688 or church@ststephensmillburn.org. 


