
Suggested Prayers, Collects, Litanies for Congregation Members 
These prayers may be used at any time in this season before, during, and after the election. 
Please select one of these or another of your choosing to distribute to your congregation and ask 
them to pray it daily during this time. 

For our Country BCP p. 820 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that 
we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our 
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, 
and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 
fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. 
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of 
government, that there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, 
we may show forth thy praise among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our 
hearts with thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which 
we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority BCP, p. 820 
O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We commend this nation to thy merciful 
care, that, being guided by thy Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the 
President of the United States, the Governor of this State (or Commonwealth), and to all in 
authority, wisdom and strength to know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and 
righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve this people in thy fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
world without end. Amen. 

For Congress or a State Legislature BCP, p. 821 
O God, the fountain of wisdom, whose will is good and gracious, and whose law is truth: We 
beseech thee so to guide and bless our Senators and Representatives in Congress assembled (or 
in the Legislature of this State, or Common-wealth), that they may enact such laws as shall 
please thee, to the glory of thy Name and the welfare of this people; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

For Courts of Justice BCP, p. 821 
Almighty God, who sittest in the throne judging right: We humbly beseech thee to bless the 
courts of justice and the magistrates in all this land; and give unto them the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, that they may discern the truth, and impartially administer the law in the fear of 
thee alone; through him who shall come to be our Judge, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Prayer for an Election Stanley Hauerwas 
Sovereign LORD, foolish we are, believing that we can rule ourselves by selecting this or that 
person to rule over us. We are at it again. Help us not to think it more significant than it is, but 
also give us and those we elect enough wisdom to acknowledge our follies. Help us laugh at 
ourselves, for without humor our politics cannot be humane. We desire to dominate and thus are 
dominated. Free us, dear Lord, for otherwise we perish. Amen. 



For an Election BCP p. 822 
Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges: Guide the people of 
the United States in the election of officials and representatives; that, by faithful administration 
and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected and our nation be enabled to fulfill thy 
purposes; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Peace BCP p. 816 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and us from 
prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and in thy good time 
enable us all to stand reconciled before thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Social Justice BCP p. 823 
Grant, O God, that thy holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart and especially 
the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions 
disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

In Times of Conflict BCP p. 824 
O God, thou hast bound us together in a common life. Help us, in the midst of our struggles for 
justice and truth, to confront one another without hatred or bitterness, and to work together with 
mutual forbearance and respect; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For the Nation BCP p. 258 
Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to serve you in 
freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of 
forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious will; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

For those who Influence Public Opinion BCP p. 827 
Almighty God, you proclaim your truth in every age by many voices: Direct, in our time, we 
pray, those who speak where many listen and write what many read; that they may do their part 
in making the heart of this people wise, its mind sound, and its will righteous; to the honor of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Cities (Civic Life) BCP, p. 825 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations 
of the world bring their glory: Renew the ties of mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us 
honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace 
may prevail with righteousness, and justice with order, and that men and women from different 
cultures and with differing talents may find with one another the fulfillment of their humanity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Litany for Sound Government BCP, p. 821 
O Lord our Governor, bless the leaders of our land, that we may be a people at peace among 
ourselves and a blessing to other nations of the earth. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care. 

To the President and members of the Cabinet, to Governors of States, Mayors of Cities, and to all 
in administrative authority, grant wisdom and grace in the exercise of their duties. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

To Senators and Representatives, and those who make our laws in States, Cities, and Towns, 
give courage, wisdom, and foresight to provide for the needs of all our people, and to fulfill our 
obligations in the community of nations. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

To the Judges and officers of our Courts give understanding and integrity, that human rights may 
be safeguarded and justice served. 
Give grace to your servants, O Lord. 

And finally, teach our people to rely on your strength and to accept their responsibilities to their 
fellow citizens, that they may elect trustworthy leaders and make wise decisions for the well-
being of our society; that we may serve you faithfully in our generation and honor your holy 
Name. 

For yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Amen. 

Litany for the Nation BCP p. 838, adapted 

Almighty God, giver of all good things: 
We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. They restore us, though we often 
destroy them. 
Heal us. 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They have made some of us rich, though we 
often exploit them and we have failed to share them. 
Forgive us. 

We thank you for the people who have worked for the common good. They are models for us, 
though we often fall short of them. 
Inspire us. 

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this land. It has drawn people from 
every nation, though we have often obscured its light. 
Enlighten us. 



We thank you for the longing for equality in this country, with justice for all. This is our vision 
but many have suffered because we have failed to live into it. 
Transform us. 

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. It sustains our life, though we 
have been faithless again and again. 
Renew us. 

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance 
and prejudice, and to abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our people, with 
many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your holy Name. Amen. 




