Hebrew Corner by Professor Edna Aphek

In this column, Yavneh's Hebrew consultant, Edna Aphek, explores the word for Piano
in Hebrew. Pianos did not exist in biblical times, and attempts were made to utilize
other biblical names for the instrument. The ultimate choice of word that is used to this
day, p’santer, seems to have been made by Berta Feinberg, owner of the only piano in
Rishon LeZion in 1885. It hails from a reference to an instrument in the book of Daniel.
(Eliezer Ben Yehuda’s suggestion of “makhosheet”- in 1906 — based on the root for

percussion - never caught on.)
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L https://he.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D7%A2%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%AA

2 https://www.google.com/url?q=https://melnikpianos.co.il/what-is-the-name-of-the-piano/
&source=gmail&ust=1548788968992000&usg=AFQjCNEcouJL055yGsuNvrRILVFZC4Z2YQ
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3 https://melnikpianos.co.il/what-is-the-name-of-the-piano/

4 https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/.premium-1.2009041
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVLkIUuTQFk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVLklUuTQFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5aOo1n4BTk




