Hebrew Corner by Prof. Edna Aphek

In this column, Yavneh Hebrew consultant, Prof. Edna Aphek shares that in
Biblical sources the word Hebrew is used to describe our ancestor’s
people, while the language of the Hebrews is referred to as “Jewish”. The
earliest known reference to the language as “Hebrew” is found in second
century Greek sources. In the middle ages, the language is referred to as
both “Hebrew” and “Holy Tongue” (lashon kodesh), and it is not until the
19th century, with the rise of Zionism that the word “Hebrew” is codified as
the name of the language, while “Jewish” becomes a term that is used for
Yiddish.
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1 http://hebrew-academy.org.il/2015/01/08/%D7%A2%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A2%D7%9C-
%D7%A9%D7%9E%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%9C-%D7%9C%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%A0%D7%95/
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2 https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/.premium-1.2532362

3 http://hebrew-academy.org.il/2015/01/08/%D7%A2%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%A2%D7%9C-
%D7%A9%D7%9E%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%9C-%D7%9C%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%A0%D7%A0%D7%95/



