Hebrew Corner by Edna Aphek

In this column, Yavneh's Hebrew Education consultant, Edna Aphek, talks about
various Hebrew words that are related to summer break. In fact, the term used in Israel
fo refer to summer vacation, “Hofesh Gadol”, literally means “Great Freedom”. This
term is used despite the existence of words for vacation (hufshah) and break (pagrah).
What likely began as an error of speech between similar words (hofesh instead of
hufshah), has become its own widely used idiom that is officially the term denoting the
Isummer vacation period. We hope your children enjoy their Great Freedom
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