Hebrew Corner by Professor Edna Aphek

In this column, Yavneh Hebrew consultant, Professor Edna Aphek shares origins of Hanukkah
related words, such as Hanukkiyah (Hanukkah menorah), a word coined in the late 19th
century by Hemdah Ben Yehudah (second wife of Eliezer Ben Yehudah, who is credited with
the revival of Hebrew as a modern language). The word Sufganiyah (Hanukkah donut) comes
from the same Greek root as the word sponge - a reference to the absorption of oil in the
dough. Dreidel was originally referred to as a “Kirkar” by Israel’s poet laureate, Haim Nahman
Bialik. According to one source, the word “sevivon” for dreidel was coined by the son of
Eliezer Ben Yehudah when he was 5 years of age. The column closes with a link to a vintage
Hebrew song about a sufganiyah.
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I'https://hadarperry.wordpress.com/2016/12/03/%D7%9E%D7%A7%D7%95%D7%A8-
%D7%94%D7%A9%D7%9D-%D7%97%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9B%D7%99%D7%99%D7%94/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=liHxTGiRGDO

2 https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/mehasafa/.premium-1.2794666
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=liHxTGiRGD0

