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Dr. Rankin’s work focuses on developing therapies to increase overall survival rates in women with breast and ovarian cancer. Metastatic disease, the spread of cancer from one region of the body to another, is the primary cause of breast and ovarian cancer mortality.  Therefore, Dr. Rankin focuses her research on developing therapies to prevent and treat metastatic disease. In particular, her research aims to develop new treatments that target unique features of the tumor environment that allow tumor cells to exit the localized primary tumor mass and enter neighboring and distant tissues.  As a result of her work, Dr. Rankin recently received the prestigious Department of Defense Ovarian Cancer Academy career development award. The overarching goal of the Ovarian Cancer Academy is to develop successful, highly productive ovarian cancer researchers in a collaborative research-training environment.  
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