EREV SHABBOS

BULLETIN

 שבת מברכים-  שבת חנוכה- פרשת וישב
December 10, 2020 / כד‘ כסלו תשפ“א
See Attached Travel Advisory
SCHEDULE
FRIDAY - MONDAY, DECEMBER 11TH - 14TH
CHANUKAH BREAK
TUESDAY - THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15TH - 17TH
CHANUKAH DISMISSAL
3:30PM - ALL DEPARTMENTS
ASARA B’TEVES - FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25
DISMISSAL AT 12:00

~ BOYS ELEMENTARY
The excitement is in the air as the boys excitedly work on collecting as many sets of Chanukah cards as possible. For each full set the
boys receive a treat from Rabbi Blau and are
entered into a special raffle for a chance to
win their own beautiful Menorah. Keep on
earning and collecting the cards.
Rabbi Litenastsky’s 5th grade learned
Hilchos Chanukah and had a detailed test.
The class average was 94%!
We are extemely proud of all our talmildim.

~ BOYS JUNIOR HIGH
There is no Motzei Shabbos program. We will
resume next Motzei Shabbos.

CONDOLENCES
Mrs. Simi Yellin
on the loss of her father

CHINUCH THOUGHTS

Chazal say that the essence of Neiros Chanukah is to publicize the Nes that
occurred during the time of the Chashmonaim. This theme of  פירסומי ניסאalso
determines when, where and how to perform the Mitzva properly.
There is an interesting Halacha that is unique to Neros Chanukah. The
Shulchan Aruch ( )תרע”א ס”גpaskens that if a courtyard has two entrances, the
occupant has to light in both places מפני החשד. This is done so people who pass
by one entrance and don’t see any neros, shouldn’t be  – חושדsuspect that the
occupant didn’t light neros.
The Meforshim find this Halacha quite puzzling. Since when should we be
 חושדthat a Yid is not performing a Mitzva? What happened to דן לכף זכות, to
give others the benefit of the doubt and judge them favorably?
One of the answers is that since the essence of this Mitzva is – פירסומי ניסא
publicizing the nes, even the slightest doubt as to whether it was done or not is
a פגם, a flaw in the proper fulfillment of the Mitzva.
There is a Machlokes as to who is the target audience for פירסומי ניסא. According to many Rishonim the Mitzva is directed specifically to Yidden. Rashi (:)דף כא
is of the opinion that it even applies to an audience of נכרים.
Why would we need to publicize the  נסto the outside world? The Yom Tov
was given to Klall Yisroel?
One of the explanations is that  פירסומי ניסאcontains an element of ‘קידוש ד.
It publicizes to the world that we have a special relationship with Hashem
( )ואחרי כן באו בניךand if we are willing to be Moser Nefesh and go to battle in
order to maintain that relationship, then  הקב”הis there to help us overcome
even the strongest and mightiest of enemies.
We are now entering the Yom Tov of Chanukah during a time when our
community is experiencing a surge in Covid19 cases. Health professionals have
issued warnings of increases in hospitalizations and shortages in ICU capacity.
The State of California has just issued new restrictions to help curb the spread.
Foremost among the various restrictions is the mandatory requirement to wear
a mask while outdoors. One may agree or disagree with the wisdom of these
precautions, or even subscribe to the view that wearing a mask is actually more
harmful than beneficial. However, in the eyes of the public, not wearing a mask
is not only a violation of the law, but also a flagrant disregard for the health and
safety of others.
It would be the ultimate irony ( )חוכא ואיטלולאto celebrate the Yom Tov of
Chanukah, where  פירסומי ניסאrequires us to publicize to all (even  )נכריםand
without חשד, the special relationship between Klall Yisroel and ( הקב”הKiddush
Hashem), by causing a Chilul Hashem while walking the streets without a mask.
Chanukah is a time of Nissim and Yeshuos, not only  בימים ההםbut also
בזמן הזה. Hopefully, in the Zchus of our  מהדרין מן המהדריןin all facets of the Yom
Tov, we will be Zoche to see the end of this  מגיפהand the ultimate גאולה וישועה.

!א ליכטיגען חנוכה

PUSHKA PROJECT PROGRESS

Mazel Tov
Rabbi and Mrs. Berish Goldenberg
Birth of a grandson
Rabbi and Mrs. Boruch Gradon
Birth of a granddaughter
Rabbi and Mrs. Shlomo Hauer
Marriage of a grandson
Mr. and Mrs. Clemo Levy
Engagement of Shira
Mr. and Mrs. Asher Peretz
Birth of a son
We are happy to share your Simchos with the entire
Toras Emes Family. In order for us to do so, please
call the Yeshiva office at 323 549-3170 by noon on
Thursday so that it can go into the bulletin.

CHASDEI AVIGAYIL
Chasdei Avigail would like to thank the 6th
graders and Mrs. Fisher for unpacking, sorting,
organizing, labeling and setting up our amazing Toy Sale. Over 120 families benefitted from
their beautiful efforts.
Thank you to the many families who donated
toys and mazel tov to the Wisnicki Family for
winning a dozen donuts and a $50 gift card.

PTA NEWS
Thanks to our students for the overwhelming response
to our PTA Chanukah Contest! We’re excited to share
with all of you the beautiful drawings, creative projects
and poems that were submitted. The final winners are
from the boys department Shmuel Pancer, Yaakov Brisk,
and Shlomo Amar and from the girls department, Leah
Shlomowitz, Ahava Sheina Benarouche and Rochel
Kupfer. Each student who entered the contest please go
to the front office in your building to retrieve your prize!
Wishing you all a Freilichen Chanukah!

ONE WEEK LEFT TO OUR
PUSHKA PROJECT!!

Pushkas are due in by December 18

Mazel tov to Rabbi Vchereshansky’s class
on their Pizza Party!

Yasher Koach to the following families who
brought in filled Pushkas.
We hope your children enjoy their Candy Mentch
Gift Certificates. Keep the Pushkas coming:

Abramczik, Assayag, Azoulay,
Colman, Heyman, Kirschner,
Kleinman, Najibi, Rosen,
Shadovitz , Shamekh, Ribiat,
and Vogel

SPECIAL THANKS FOR SPONSORING
A DAY OF DAVENING AND LEARNING TO

Rabbi and Mrs. Yitzchok Jacobs
לע”נ שמואל יעקב בן אליקים ז”ל

The Shlomo David Family
לע”נ ר‘ אהרן ליב שטיינמן זצ”ל

Mr. and Mrs. Shimshon Bienstock
לע”נ רב נח בן רב יהודה ארי’ ז”ל
ולע”נ רב יעקב בן רב משה ז”ל
ולע”נ נחמה בת כלב ע”ה

Rabbi and Mrs. Menachem Vilner
לע”נ מאירה חיה בת משה ע”ה
To sponsor a day, please
call (323) 549-3180 ext. 228
or email madler@torasemes.net

~ GIRLS JUNIOR HIGH
In time for Chanukah, a very auspicious time for Tefilah, each sixth grade Talmidah received a valuable Chanukah
gift from her Morah – a CD with the 15 Shir Hama’alos professionally sung that they have spent weeks learning
about. The girls are encouraged to keep listening to the songs with the goal of knowing them all by heart!

Shabbos Chanukah is already upon us and we’d like to announce our Shabbos program Avodah for this week: to
Daven Kabalas Shabbos, Shacharis, Hallel Shalem, Birkas Hachodesh, Musaf and Mincha. (Remember Al Hanisim)
Now that’s a really big Avodah, Girls! Yasher Kochachen!
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Junior high girls have been learning the relevant Halachos and Hashkafos of answering Amen to Brachos in preparation of our annual “Amen Clique”
Program which was, B’Siyata Dishmaya, launched to begin the very first night of Chanukah. The program is set to run until 5:29 p.m. on Sunday, December 20. Pamphlets
summarizing the Halachos and Hashkafos were sent home with the Talmidos. We
suggest that families review the material together to reinforce the very important
information therein. Any families interested in joining this monumental Zechus-manufacturing program see the letter attached to this week’s bulletin.

~ GIRLS ELEMENTARY
MAZEL TOV TO MRS. TROPPER’S 2ND GRADE ON THEIR CHUMASH SIYUM!

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES

Sign-ups for In-Person Parent Teacher Conferences will begin on Tuesday, December 15th, at 9:00 a.m. Watch
your inbox for a school email with the sign up links attached. Use the tabs at the top to access your child(ren)'s
grade for the list of teachers.
If parents cannot come in person for any reason, they may reserve slots and the teacher will call them during
their designated time. In the comments section of the sign up, please specify BY PHONE and the phone
number that you would like the teacher to use.
Parent Teacher Conferences will be held according to the schedule below:
Early Childhood - Monday, January 11th, from 6:00-9:30 p.m.
New to this year, sign up online for Early Childhood.
Girls' Elementary (Grades Pre1A-5) - Monday, December 28th, from 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Boys' Elementary (Grades Pre1A-5) - Monday, January 11th from 6:00-10:00 p.m.
Please note that 5th grade boys' general studies teachers will also meet parents during the day from 1:30-5:30
p.m. due to the departmental schedule.
There will be no general studies sessions for 5th grade boys on Monday, January 11th.
Girls' Junior High (Grades 6-8) - Monday, December 28th, from 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for Limudei Kodesh, from
12:00-4:00 p.m. for General Studies and from 6:00-10:00 p.m. for BOTH as well as on Monday, January 11th, from
6:00-10:00 p.m. for teachers with multiple classes (See list on sign up).
Please note that there will be no sessions for Girls Junior High on Monday, December 28th.
Boys' Junior High (Grades 6-8) - Monday, January 11th, from 1:30-5:30 p.m. for general studies only and
6:00-10:00 p.m. for all Rebbeim and teachers.
Important! Rabbi Bader will meet with junior high parents on Monday, December 28th.
Please note that there will no general studies sessions for Boys Junior High, including grades 6-8,
on Monday, January 11th.

~ EARLY CHILDHOOD
The Parsha and Chanuka are keeping us busy with skill building and great Yesodos.
We made wearable Kesones Passim (after many fun-filled activities using stripes to
form patterns) that Yosef got from his father Yaakov. We also discussed what it means
to be jealous (especially when we are discussing the Shevatim who were big Tzaddikim) and defined it as “wanting badly”. (ie. the Shevatim wanted badly to also learn
with their wonderful Abba, Yaakov, and to get a special coat from him.) The opposite
is being happy for someone else when they get a desired object or opportunity!
Thinking with your eyes” is a Social Thinking skill we are always reinforcing. Our goal
is to promote joint attention; we train our children to follow someone’s gaze to know
what they are looking at and thinking of, and then plan accordingly. We connected
this well, once again! When the Yevanim entered the caves and saw the children twirling their dreidels they searched with their eyes and decided that the children were
just playing…no Torah Learning here! Letter I is for insect, and what fascinating creatures they are! We can count and categorize them and sort by wings, amounts of legs,
and body shape. Sorting is a higher order skill that we love to develop. Our oil/water
focus for Chanuka lent itself to afternoon art. We can color with oil-based pastels and
then paint, watching the water colors jump away, repelled by the viscous oil.

TRAVEL ADVISORY

As we approach the Chanukah break and even winter break, we would like to clarify the
yeshiva’s travel protocol.
ding, Bar Mitzvah, Sheva Brochos, or even a large Chanukah party with family, we require
that you contact the school nurse to discuss your plans and sign the Travel Agreement.
Because simchas don’t usually follow the proper safety guidelines with social distancing,
from the date of the simcha and then test for COVID on the 5th day with negative results
provided to the school nurse.
no 5-day quarantine nor COVID testing is required. However, that antibody lab result must
be submitted to the nurse prior to travel.
friends where there are no large gatherings, then we simply ask that you remain vigilant
and adhere to all safety guidelines including social distancing and masks when feasible
and strict handwashing. Obviously, these safety guidelines apply to everyone, everyday
whether traveling or not.
Nurse Ohana can be reached by calling the school or by email: nurseohana@torasemes.net
We appreciate your understanding and cooperation with these limitations as we continue
in person learning at the yeshiva.
Sincerely,
The Administration

PIRCHEI NEWS
Monday & Wednesday Learning
Boys of all ages came with their chavrusas and chazered the material that they learned in school! it
was a sight to see! Every boy walked out with a delicious nosh to take home! There is not Monday
and Wednesday learning this week.

Friday Night Learning
Masmidim of all ages joined the beautiful Friday night learning program and were treated to an
enjoyable oneg Shabbos enhanced with an exciting story from Rabbi Spira! Two Gorgeous silver
Menorahs were raffled off. Mazal tov to the lucky winners Ashi Shlomowitz and Shaya Haber!

Avos Ubanim
Once again Bais Yehuda was packed with Boys and their fathers starting off their week with a geshmake hour of learning! Beautiful prizes were raffled off, and every boy walked out with a "It's
Delish" candy bag! A Special thank you to a very generous anonymous donor, for sponsoring this
week’s program!

Shnayim Mikra
We are very proud of all the boys that take the time to do Shnayim mikra week after week! The
following boys were treated a cinnamon danish for all their hard work:
The following boys were treated an ice cold soda for all their hard work:

4th Grade: Yehuda Gross, Yeshaya Haber, Aaron Netanel Heyman Eliyahu Hirt, Eli Reichman, Uri
Shceinberg, Chaim Adler, Gavriel Adler, Shlomo Amar, Mordechai Eliya Cohentov. Shlomo Yehuda
Feingold, Yehuda Haghighi, Aharon Khakshoor, Yisrael Margolies, Akiva Millman, Yehoshua Noach
Prengler, Yehuda Tendler, Avraham Aba Zions.

5th Grade: Yerachmiel Garfield, Avrumi Millman, Yehoshua Shlomowitz, Akiva Akhamzadeh,
Mordechai Brisk, Avraham Mahtov, Uri Nath, Eliyahu Schlussel

6th Grade: Yedidya Meir Barzivand, Shlomo Noach Kraft, Yoseph Block, Eli Gartner, Mordechai
Schlussel, Rafael Segan Kohanim

7th Grade: Yaakov Feingold, Yechiel Aryeh, Yitzi Beck, Samuel Moshe Heyman, Shimmy Millman, Chaim Rand, Netanel Reihani, Avrohom Strauss, Yitzchok Tendler, Moshe Westreich

8th Grade: Yechezkel

Adler, Moshe Davidowitz, Shmuel Fleischmann, Akiva Hami, Moshe
Hirschman, Moshe Yehuda Jaeger, Shaya Klein, Yosef Shalom Lebhar, Yaakov Majeski, Naftali Shenker, Zvi Solomon, Adin Chaim Kohanteb, Yosef Akiva Landa, Nachman Levihim, Yonatan Reihani,
Aryeh Tzvi Sommer
For sponsorship opportunities please call Rabbi Zions at 848-226-5885. Tizku Lemitzvos!

SEE ACCOMPANIED LETTER FOR DETAILS

