
          
As the new semester begins, Southside Virginia Community College is proud to announce new 
faculty members who have joined the ranks.  New year, new classes, new faculty always bring 
excitement to the fall semester! 
 
 

Leslie Bradner notes “once a panther, always a panther” in speaking of her appointment 
as instructor in psychology and adult basic Education at Southside Virginia Community College 
(SVCC).  

Leslie graduated from SVCC before moving to Virginia Commonwealth University for her 
bachelor's degree in psychology and then Old Dominion University for graduate studies in 
psychology and public administration.   
            Dr. Dixie Dalton, Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Business said, "We are so 
pleased to have Leslie joining us in our new hybrid position in psychology and adult basic 
education (ABE).  She brings prior SVCC experience in ABE, and she will be a key player in our 
Governor's School and dual enrollment psychology offerings.  We are excited to have her join 
the full-time team." 

 
Robert Hudson has been named assistant professor of Industrial Technology.  He will be 

teaching mechatronics and industrial technology mainly at the Southside Virginia Education 
Center in Emporia where he helped set up two labs.   

He is a graduate of Danville Community College and holds a Bachelor of Science degree 
from Virginia Tech.   

Before coming to SVCC, he taught for 25 years at a North Carolina community college 
and has owned his own precision machining shop.   

He lives in Halifax, Virginia. 
 

Keith Lewis is another returning Southside Virginia Community College Panther.  He is a 
1985 graduate of the SVCC Automotive program.   

Since graduation, he has been employed as an automotive technician so he brings a vast 
knowledge of the industry to his new students. He notes that he is pleased to be able to share 
his experience at the community college where he began.     

He said, “I have been married to my wonderful wife Jackie for 32 years and have one 
son and 3 grandchildren.”    

 
Sanjay Paul has begun duties as assistant professor of psychology and sociology at 

SVCC.  Certainly energetic, he has taught for 20 years in at least 21 different academic settings.   
He holds a Master’s in Sociology from New Mexico State University, a Master’s in Psychology 
and Graduate Certificate in Conflict Resolution from Golden Gate University of San Francisco, 
has done graduate work at the University of Miami (FL), and holds a Bachelor’s in Sociology, 
along with minors in psychology, Spanish, chemistry, and biology from Indiana University of 
Bloomington.  
       Dr. Dixie Dalton, Dean of Humanities, Social Sciences, and Business, said,  "We are 
excited that Sanjay was able to serve as an adjunct for us while awaiting the start of his full-



time position: he has already made a positive impact on our students.  With his triple 
credentials in psychology, sociology, and human services, he will make many contributions to 
SVCC." 

 
 
  
  Crystal Pendergrass is looking forward to a new chapter in her life, using her 
background and experiences training the next generation of Information Technology workers at 
the Center for Innovative Technology Excellence (CITE) at Southside Virginia Community 
College.  In August, she began her duties as CITE coordinator.  

A native of Lunenburg County, she completed Central of Lunenburg High School in 1989 
and later, received an Associate’s degree from Tomlinson College in Clarksburg, Tennessee.  
After moving to Mecklenburg County, Virginia, she completed her Bachelor’s in Business 
Management through Old Dominion University. 

She is married to  David Pendergrass and they have two children, Austin who recently 
graduated as a paramedic from Jefferson College of Health Sciences and Bethany who is 
attending SVCC this Fall. 
 
 

Dr. Kristine Smetana comes to us from Longwood University where she worked as a 
chemistry instructor and as an adjunct at Reynolds Community College.  She graduated from 
Wheaton College with a B.A. in chemistry/American Chemistry Society (ACS) certified in 1990 
and completed a Ph.D. in inorganic chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University in 2004.  

During her time in graduate school, she worked full time teaching college chemistry, 
environmental science and economics for the Governor’s School for Global Economics and 
Technology (now Governor’s School for Southside) in Southside Virginia and directed their 
student research program.  She taught chemistry at John Tyler Community College for 16 years 
and received the Outstanding Faculty Award for teaching in May 2015.   

She has been a member of the Executive Committee of the Virginia Section of the ACS 
since 2000.  She is very passionate about chemistry and hopes to help with educating students 
wanting to teach math and science in middle and high school, science specializations, and 
working with dual-enrollment teachers in the community to make sure they have the support 
they need.   
 
 


