
Giving to the community, having fun, learning new things, developing skills for employment and sharing your passions are just some of 
the great reasons to volunteer. Improved overall health, reduced depression and loneliness, and increased life satisfaction are among the 
well-documented benefits of volunteering. M-NCPPC’s Department of Parks and Recreation in Prince George’s County offers many ways for 
individuals, families, corporations, community groups, students, and scouts to get involved. You’ll see volunteers at our facilities, programs, 
and events throughout the county - just look for the cheery orange t-shirts. This page shares a few highlights of our volunteers in action.

Volunteering
with M-NCPPC Department of Parks and Recreation

Adopt-a-Trail
Enjoying the peacefulness of nature and maintaining the 

trail for future users. These are just some of the reasons 

why Santos and Figgy Febus volunteer to adopt a 1-1/2-mile 

portion of the Northeast Branch of the Anacostia Trail. An 

Army medic veteran and a nurse, respectively, Santos and 

Figgy find serenity doing this type of task. They said that it 

helps their state of mind - as well as maintaining physical 

health. They also enjoy and appreciate the opportunity 

provided to give back to our community.

The couple joined the Department of Parks and 

Recreation’s Adopt-a-Trail in 2006. In those 13 years, they 

have given 1,000+ hours to nurturing this trail. Santos 

tells anyone who asks, “We really enjoy what we do and, 

most of all, we are giving back to our community.” He 

and Figgy walk the trail often and focus on clean up four 

or five times each year. They pick up recyclable items 

and litter, remove small branches and debris, and report 

larger maintenance needs to the Park Rangers. Figgy 

shared a recent experience. “Today we went to clean 

the trail and wore the volunteer t-shirts. It was exciting 

seeing people notice that we’re volunteering and that 

we’re keeping the trail clean for them. It was a beautiful 

evening. The extra benefit of cleaning the trail is that we 

get a great workout as well – 3 miles.” Santos and Figgy 

also take care of special projects on the trail. In 2007 and 

2016, they painted the trail marker signs.

 

Summer Day Camp and 
Summer Playgrounds
Summer is the perfect time for teens to begin their 

volunteer journey with M-NCPPC’s Department of Parks 

and Recreation. While younger children enjoy the fun 

of play at Summer Playgrounds, Explorer and specialty 

camps, teens develop leadership skills and learn to work 

as part of a team while volunteering at these day camps 

and playgrounds. Teen volunteers assist with arts and 

crafts, lead games and sports activities, and help make 

sure that all participants are engaged in the activities. 

Youth volunteers are also excited to earn student service-

learning hours for each hour in training and at day camp 

or playgrounds. Because it is such fun and meaningful 

service, many youth volunteer more than one summer at 

our day camps and playgrounds.

During summer day camp and playgrounds, youth 

volunteer 12 to 15 hours per week. Training, held in May 

and early June, is mandatory. Youth must be at least 

14 years old on or before May 31 in order to volunteer 

at a summer playground and at least 15 years old on or 

before May 31 in order to volunteer at a summer day 

camp. Applications for summer day camp and summer 

playground volunteers are accepted only  

March 1 to May 1 and only  

at  pgparks.com/volunteer. 

Group Opportunities
Volunteering together gives group members a fun way 

to develop as a team. Adopt-a-Trail and Adopt-a-Park 

volunteer opportunities are only two of the programs 

that are great ways for Girl Scout and Boy Scout troops, 

school and church service clubs, families, and corporate 

service teams to volunteer throughout the year. There 

are many festivals, community days, and beautification 

and litter removal projects that are ideal opportunities. 

Group members can wear their own t-shirts as a show of 

team spirit and members can enjoy seeing the immediate 

impact of their volunteer project.

For several years, Six Flags America Project Six volunteers 

have completed annual projects with the Department of 

Parks and Recreation. Project Six is the Six Flags American 

team of year-round career employees who volunteer in 

the community. This year, Project Six volunteers helped 

beautify Bladensburg Waterfront Park and the trail that 

meanders through it. The team removed invasive bushes 

and vines from approximately 7,000 square feet of forest 

along the Anacostia Tributary Trail. They also collected ten 

bags of litter and four tires from the trail and surrounding 

areas. Department staff from the Special Programs 

Division and the Park Rangers provided safety overview 

and orientation training for the volunteers. 

Thank you, Volunteers!
Last year, over 1,440 volunteers serving in 138 volunteer opportunities donated 
24,584 hours! These hours are valued at more than $704,300. 
Every other July, the Department hosts its volunteer appreciation event. This year, volunteers  
spent the afternoon enjoying a pontoon boat tour, barbeque dinner, and a concert at Bladensburg  
Waterfront Park.  

For additional information and to register to volunteer with Adopt-a-Trail, Adopt-a-Park, Summer Day 
Camps, Summer Playgrounds or any of the other volunteer opportunities offered by the Department, 

visit pgparks.com/volunteer or call 301-446-3324; TTY 301-699-2544.
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