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There are many exciting updates from 2018. re:TH!NK refreshed its website and
updated its mission statement in 2018 to reflect our current and potential
priorities. The website is now mobile-friendly and easier to use.

The mission statement is now more reflective of the kind of organization and the
kind of work we are involved with: re:TH!NK effectively engages the community in
creating a healthier environment and opportunities to improve quality of life in
Winnebago County.
Along with our updated mission statement, each team now has their very own
team logo! Teams will begin branding their work with their specific team logo in
2019. re:TH!NK’s main logo also received a makeover to be more in line with the
new mission statement.

The annual Legislative Breakfast was again a success. Featured topics included
tobacco-free parks, alcohol culture in our community, and the change in state law
related to the use of eminent domain for building bicycle lanes, pedestrian ways and
recreational trails. Nearly 40 local and state elected officials attended. re:TH!NK held a
WorkShop in June focused on “Building Relationships with Community Members.”
Rachel Westenberg, Community Organizer for JOSHUA in Green Bay, facilitated. The
coalition satisfaction survey revealed that members are more engaged and committed
to the work of re:TH!NK but we aren’t doing enough to “toot our own horn.” Members
want to make sure the community, and potential new members know about re:TH!NK
and the awesome work that is happening. The Leadership Council is making this one of
its top priorities in 2019.
Coalition Co-Coordinator Autumn Linsmeier accepted a position with the State
Department of Health Services in June. She served as coordinator along with
Emily Dieringer since mid-2017. We also said good-bye to members of our Leadership
Council in 2018. Thank you for your guidance, expertise and contributions- Audra Hoy
from the Greater Oshkosh Economic Development Corporation, and Jeff Potts from
Habitat for Humanity (formerly).
re:TH!NK held a “Dine Out” fundraiser at Benevunto’s in Oshkosh in November to raise
money for the Acorn Fund at the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation. Thank you to
everyone who participated and thank you to Benvenuto’s for the $80 donation! The
Acorn Fund will mature when it reaches $10,000 and will be one of the resources the

The Active Communities Team completed a safe routes
to parks audit at Scott Park in Omro. The team has
been working since 2017 to make the routes to parks
safer and more accessible so every community
member has the opportunity to be active while at and
getting to their local park, trail or recreation area.
Team members shared implementation
recommendations from the audits with decisionmakers in Fox Crossing, City of Oshkosh and City of
Omro. By piloting the audits, the team has gained
valuable information on the process and tools created
by the National Recreation and Parks Association and the Safe Routes to School
National Partnership. The team used these tools as starting points and has created
local versions for Winnebago County communities and neighborhoods to use.

In early fall, team members presented the concept of safe routes to parks to the
Stevens Park Neighborhood Association in Oshkosh. Residents were interested in the
program and are willing to pilot the audit tools on routes around Stevens Park in
spring of 2019. The team hopes the residents will provide important insights on the
feasibility of expanding the safe routes to parks audit process to more neighborhoods
in Winnebago County in the future. The team
shared their safe routes to parks work with
other parks and recreation professionals at
the Northeast regional meeting of the
Wisconsin Park and Recreation Organization
in September and presented at the Fox Cities
Greenways annual workshop in November.

This spring, the Healthy Food and Beverages Team partnered with University of
Wisconsin Oshkosh “Politics of Food” class to teach nutrition lessons within area
childcare programs. The class is part of the University Studies Program, where students
are paired with a community organization to
engage in experiential learning. Groups of UWO
students developed nutrition lesson plans about
locally grown produce and introduced them to
young students at UWO Childcare Center and
Head Start programs in Oshkosh. The partnership
is a win-win as the effort aligns with the team’s
goal of offering support to any organization
interested in increasing consumption of fresh
fruits and vegetables in children 0-5 years.
Team members from the Wisconsin School Garden Network
and Davis Childcare Center were busy this growing season with
their outdoor classroom, STEM/nutrition curriculum and school
gardens. The Two Bites Club helped kids try new foods like
beets! The experiences and learnings will hopefully be shared
with other early care and education (ECE) centers in the Fox
Valley in 2019. In October, the team again promoted
participation in the Great Lakes Great Apple Crunch, an event
promoting National Farm to School Month, local apple
orchards, celebrate healthy eating, and connecting rural and
urban communities together. Hundreds of students and staff
with at least 10 Winnebago County childcare centers and
schools participated, joining the 295,134 “crunchers”
throughout Wisconsin.

The Social Connectedness Team worked with GOHNI, who is part of our team, to
identify a neighborhood in Oshkosh to partner with and learn together how to build
connectedness. We identified and partnered with the Sacred Heart Neighborhood
Association on the south side of Oshkosh because it was a community that had young
families, single households, older adults, mixed income, and a desire to help its
neighbors get to know one-another.
Through our partnership, we worked with the Sacred Heart Neighborhood
Association’s core team to expand their communications, assist with their
Neighborhood Night Out turnout efforts, and offer support for an upcoming Rock the
Block neighborhood improvement event through Habitat for Humanity. Through
building relationships, the leaders of the Sacred Heart Neighborhood Association
heard that many residents were concerned with the safety of children crossing Knapp
Street to get to Franklin Elementary School and religious education classes at St. Jude
parish. Our team and other leaders in re:TH!NK are looking into options for the
neighborhood to improve their built environment and continue to foster
connectedness.
The Social Connectedness Team has heard from several organizations that there is a
lot of interest in improving social connections across Winnebago County. In 2019,
thanks to grant funding, our team plans to convene partners and interested
organizations to learn from one another, build greater momentum, and identify
common areas of interest to make an impact.

The Alcohol Action Team had a busy summer! We
scanned eleven local festivals to assess the safety
of the alcohol culture. Four festival organizer were
met with to discuss evidence-based practices to
ensure that alcohol is being served and sold in a
safe way at community events. From our festival
scans we noticed an overall increased in the
number of best practices being implemented.
For example, 73% of the festivals scanned did not offer drink promotions and 19%
prohibited an alcohol industry name from being
associated with or displayed. We also had our
largest CHEERS! Class in Menasha with 40
participants. CHEERS! Is a responsible beverage
service training provided by local police officers
to increase the safe sale and service of alcohol.

The re:TH!NK Youth Coalition finally reached its goal of
tobacco-free parks in Oshkosh! In January, the Oshkosh Advisory
Park Board voted unanimously to support the Parks Director in
implementing a tobacco-free parks rule in all City of Oshkosh
parks. The re:TH!NK Youth Coalition had been working for the
past five years to advocate for tobacco-free parks and their work
finally paid off to help all residents have more opportunities for
clean air. This summer, the coalition
welcomed back former Youth Coalition
member Jamie Constantine as a summer intern to help with
education and promotion of the new park rule. Youth Coalition
members were at the Oshkosh Farmers Markets talking to
residents and collecting feedback on the new rule. A big
congratulations to all of the past and current Youth Coalition
members who made tobacco-free parks in Oshkosh a reality!
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