WELCOME
What are we doing here tonight?
We’re here to inform you about Seattle City Light’s Public Electric
Vehicle (EV) Charging Pilot Program. The utility is considering
your neighborhood as a potential location to install direct
current (DC) fast chargers.

What can you expect?
We have informational boards on the following topics:
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How can you participate?
Talk with project staff
We’re here to answer questions and listen
Put pen to paper
Share your input by filling out a comment form
Email us
Need to think about it? Send us an email at
SCL_ElectricVehicles@seattle.gov

WHAT IS THE PROGRAM?
Seattle City Light is running a pilot program to own
and operate direct current (DC) fast chargers for
electric vehicles (EVs). This pilot program supports the
Drive Clean Seattle initiative, which aims to reduce
carbon emissions across the transportation sector. Part
of the initiative is to encourage equitable EV adoption.
All DC fast chargers will be available for public use.
Seattle City Light will install 20 DC fast chargers at 10
to 15 sites throughout the utility’s service area.

What are DC Fast Chargers?
• DC fast chargers use 208-volt or 480-volt electricity
to quickly charge an EV. The charging time depends
on the charger power level and the size of the EV
battery.
• The planned chargers will provide 50 kilowatts (kW)
of power. This can provide a typical EV with about
2 ¾ miles of range per minute of charge time.
• Customers will pay by the kilowatt-hour (kWh).

What should I expect when
I charge my car at a site?
• Each charger will be equipped with a
CHAdeMo and SAE Combo connector
• Signs will be used to indicate maximum
parking time limits
• City of Seattle will enforce parking limits
• Chargers will include contact information for
customer questions and inquiries
• Users can pay by credit card via phone/online
or set up an online account with Greenlots

ELECTRIC VEHICLE 101
What is an electric car?
Modern electric cars look, feel, and drive the same
as gasoline-powered cars, and are available with
the same features and accessories. Under the
hood, though, they’re completely different. Electric
cars use rechargeable batteries and electric
motors to move, instead of a gasoline-powered
engine. In Seattle, electric car drivers benefit from
City Light’s clean electricity, thus reducing carbon
emissions and health impacts of transportation.

Electric cars are quieter and drive smoother than
gasoline-powered cars and have better
acceleration. They have fewer parts and require
less maintenance. Many electric car drivers can
fully charge their cars at home or work, meaning
that they never have to visit a fueling station. And
similar to gas stations for a gasoline-powered car,
a growing network of charging stations are
available in King County and throughout the
country to recharge an electric car when home or
work charging isn’t enough.

Electric &
Hybrid Vehicles

Why should I choose
an electric car?

Battery Electric Vehicle (BEV):

Electric Cars are Cheaper to Drive
In the Pacific Northwest, electric car
drivers pay a fraction of the cost to drive
the same distance as a gallon of gas in a
gas-powered car. Electric cars are also
cheaper to operate, with almost no
maintenance costs.

• Powered solely by an electric motor and
battery
• Car is plugged in so it can recharge from
the grid
• 2019 BEVs can travel between 85 and 335
miles on a single charge (depending on
the make and model)
Examples: Chevrolet Bolt, Nissan Leaf, Tesla Model S

Hybrid Electric Vehicle (HEV)
• Powered by a gasoline engine and an
electric motor
• A small battery is recharged as the vehicle
brakes
• Does not plug-in
Examples: Honda Insight, Toyota Prius

Plug-in Hybrid Electric Vehicle (PHEV)
• Powered by an electric motor and a
backup gas engine
• Car is plugged in so it can recharge from
the grid
• 2019 PHEVs can travel between 9 and 53
miles on electricity (depending on make
and model) until engaging the gas engine
Examples: Chevrolet Volt, Toyota Prius Prime

Electric Cars are Easy to Fuel
Many electric car drivers can fully
recharge their car overnight at home,
just like a cellphone. Some drivers can
also fully charge their electric car while
they’re at work. With these options,
you’ll save time by skipping the gas
station. For longer trips, most electric
cars can be quickly charged at public
direct current (DC) fast chargers.
Electric Cars are Better
for the Environment
Electric cars are oil-free, produce 85%
fewer carbon emissions and no smog,
and can be powered by renewable
energy from sources like Seattle City
Light’s hydroelectric dams, solar panels,
or wind turbines.
Electric Cars are Better for Our Health
Gasoline powered cars, trucks, and
buses produce toxic air pollutants that
are harmful to the health of everyone in
our communities. These pollutants can
cause asthma, cancer, and other health
problems. Electric cars do not produce
any of these toxic air pollutants, so they
contribute to better air quality and
health for us, our children, and our
communities.

What do I need to know?
How long is my commute?
Even entry-level electric cars have a range of
80+ miles per charge—well within most of
our daily commutes. For those going further,
there are newer models with ranges of 200+
miles per charge.
Do I have access to charging where I live?
If you have a source of power where you
park, you’re all set. You can plug right into a
regular 120-volt household outlet (this is
called “Level 1” charging). If you want
faster charging, you can install a

home charger using the same type of 240-volt
outlet that powers your laundry dryer or
electric oven (this is called “Level 2” charging).
If you live in a condo or apartment, see if the
building can install “Level 1” or “Level 2” charge
options. You can also find locally available
public chargers at plugshare.com.
Are there chargers where I work?
If there are, you instantly double your daily
range! EV chargers are becoming more and
more common at the workplace, and some
businesses will provide it if requested. Just ask.

How far can I drive on a single charge?
Most cars sit parked for about 12 hours during the night when the driver is home, and 9
hours during the day when the driver is at work. Charging during these times can provide
most people with more than enough range:
Level 1 Charging – 120 volts

Level 2 Charging - 240 volts

Standard household
electrical outlet

Same outlet that powers your laundry
dryer or electric oven

12 hours
(at home)

Up to 60 miles

Up to 300 miles

9 hours
(at work)

Up to 45 miles

Up to 225 miles

How can I charge even faster?
If you don’t have access to a charger in
your home or at work, or if you need more
range quickly, you can find a DC fast
charger near you. These stations greatly
reduce time spent charging—adding about
80+ miles of range in about 30 minutes.

How affordable is an electric vehicle?
EV batteries continue to get cheaper. We
estimate that in the mid-2020’s, EVs will
cost the same as a gas vehicle.
Affordable, used EVs are now available for
sale from lease returns, trade-ins, and
private party sellers.

Road transportation is the largest source of Seattle’s climate pollution. Using clean electricity to
move people, goods, and services around the city will make our air cleaner, improve our health,
and save us money.
What is the Drive Clean Seattle Initiative?
• Mayoral initiative focused on leveraging Seattle’s clean
electricity across the transportation sector
• Informed by the City of Seattle’s goal to be carbon-neutral
by 2050
Drive Clean Seattle Goals:
• Leverage technology to advance the goals of a shared, clean,
and equitable transportation system
• Maximize the benefits of a clean transportation system for
those most impacted by air pollution
• Increase the adoption of electric vehicles by providing access
to charging
• Electrify the City of Seattle's fleet to demonstrate best
practices

What is the City of Seattle currently doing?

CARBON EMISSIONS
26%

31%

• Encouraging residents, businesses,
and organizations to participate in
the EV market
• Developing an infrastructure
implementation roadmap for shared
mobility hubs

9%

U.S. AVERAGE
Building/Industrial
Electricity
Transportation
Agriculture

• Investing in charging infrastructure
(through public and residential
programs) and electric shared
transportation
• Ensuring access to charging stations
for shared mobility services (Uber,
Lyft, Car2Go, ReachNow)

34%

65%

35%

SEATTLE
Transportation
Building/Industrial

CHARGING SITE CONSIDERATIONS
What are the site selection
considerations for the program?
• Equitably distribute DC fast chargers
across City Light’s service area
• Locate chargers near amenities and public
transit options
• Serve historically underserved
communities and areas with poor air
quality
• Fill a niche by serving areas where the
private sector is not investing
What are the requirements for each site?
• Safety
• Visibility
• Accessibility
• Adequate electrical service
• Adequate civil infrastructure space
• Technical criteria for curbside charging:
SDOT’s Electrical Vehicle Charging in the
Public Right-of-Way (EVCROW), if
applicable

PROPOSED CHARGING
STATION LOCATION

Magnuson
Park

E.V. Stations Installed Here

PUBLIC OUTREACH
Seattle City Light met with the Magnuson Park
Advisory Committee (MPAC) to gather input on
the proposed charging station location.

Stakeholder agencies represented at MPAC meeting:
• MODICA

• Sand Point Elementary

• YMCA of Greater Seattle

• Seattle Audubon Society

• Seattle Waldorf School

• Seattle Parks & Recreation

• Sail Sand Point

• Solid Ground

Feedback Summary:
• Important to have the charger installed near park amenities
• Identified additional stakeholder groups to reach out to and
gather feedback
• Suggested that park safety could be improved with better
streetlighting

Schedule / Timeline:
Milestone

Date

Magnuson Park Advisory Committee Meeting......................... September 2018
Public EV Charging Station Open House..................................... January 2019
Approval by Seattle Board of Park Commissioners ................. February 2019
Construction Start................................................................................. March 2019
Grand Opening for Charging Station............................................ 2nd Quarter 2019

Questions
& Comments

Share your questions and comments
regarding our Public EV Charging
Pilot Program:
• Fill out a comment form
• Contact one of our staff members
at today’s open house
• Email us:
SCL_ElectricVehicles@seattle.gov
Stay Involved
• For more information, visit our website at
seattle.gov/light/electric-vehicles
• Sign up to receive email updates about the
City Light Public EV Charging Pilot
Program

