TABLE TALK

	Practicing Hospitality to Strangers

Saturday, November 11, 11:00a–12:00noon, in person in the Conference Room
or Tuesday, November 14, 7:00–8:00p, via Zoom

Gathered around the table in his home, Martin Luther talked freely and openly with his colleagues and students about matters of faith, theology, and varied aspects of daily life.  In an effort to cultivate this kind of spirited discussion at St. Luke, I invite you to participate in the next Table Talk on Saturday, November 11, 11:00a–12noon, in person in the Conference Room or Tuesday, November 14, 7:00–8:00p, via Zoom.

Hospitality to strangers is a prominent biblical theme. A classic text affirming hospitality to strangers is Leviticus 19:33–34: “When an alien [stranger] resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for your were aliens in the land of Egypt.” In Matthew 25:35 Jesus states to his followers: “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Hebrews 13:2 counsels us: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” It is one thing to teach hospitality to strangers; it is another thing to put it into practice in concrete situations with people who differ from us. Those differences may be cultural, political, economic, racial, religious, etc. A number of people were disturbed when they heard for the first time on Reformation Sunday about Martin Luther’s antisemitism. His diatribe toward the end of his life “On the Jews and Their Lies” is a prime example of how not to practice hospitality to strangers. In 1994 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America formally apologized for Luther’s antisemitic writings (See this formal apology at:  https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Declaration_Of_The_ELCA_To_The_Jewish_Community.pdf). This apology was an attempt, in effect, to practice hospitality toward the Jewish people.

In this Table Talk, in addition to further considering what lay behind Luther’s inhospitable antisemitic diatribe, we will have an opportunity to discuss questions such as: What does hospitality toward people of other faith or religious traditions entail? How might practicing hospitality towards strangers impact the current conflict in the Middle East? What would it look like to show hospitality to would-be immigrants to our nation? How might practicing hospitality to strangers transform the ways we are relating to the homeless in the metro Portland area? What does it mean for the people of St. Luke to practice hospitality when we gather on Sunday mornings?  

Here is the Zoom link you will need to access the Tuesday evening Table Talk: [ADD ZOOM LINK]
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