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1000 Blanton Ave., Richmond, VA  23221 
 

Phone: 804-355-0777 Fax: 804-358-7364 Web Address: www.richmonduu.org 

http://www.richmonduu.org/


Order of Service 
 

December 2, 2018  9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Please silence your electronic devices upon entering 
 

 

 

 

Welcome  & Announcements 

 
Greet your Neighbors  

 
Introduction of Visitors  

 
Prelude  

 
Lighting the Chalice   #450 – “Blessed is the Match” 

 
Opening Hymn          #360 – “Here We Have Gathered” 

 
Responsive Reading                        #630 – “The Feast of Lights” 

            
Special Music     “Therefore, Music”  

      Words:  Michael Dennis Browne  

    Music:  Craig Hella Johnson 

   
Reading  

 
Meditation  

  
Reflection and Pastoral Prayer    

 
Choral Response         #216 – “Hashiveinu” 

 
Sermon      “Impossible:  When the Way Forward  

   is Mystery” 

         Rev. Jeanne Pupke 

 
Special Music     “Lo, How a Rose / The Rose” 

        Michael Praetorius/Amanda Bloom  

 arr. Craig Hella Johnson 

        
Offering       Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

       (Share the Plate) 

    
Extinguishing the Chalice      

 
Benediction 

 
Closing Hymn      #211 – “We Are Climbing Jacobs Ladder”  



 

 

First UU Care Team for October  2018  

 

Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator:  Linda Ericson 

717-571-4964 ~ linda.ericson@aol.com 

 

Team Kindness: Janet Goin 

804-263-5746 ~ janetg@globalweb.net 
   

Music Notes: 

 

"Lo, How a Rose/The Rose" explores the rich territory found on the borders 

between what we have traditionally called sacred and secular music and 

between classical and popular music.  Amanda McBroom's timeless song 

from 1977 is set next to the pristine beauty of Michael Praetorius (1571-

1621). 

 

Michael Dennis Browne was commissioned to create a litany in honor and 

praise of music and musicians.  While specific in its original (Therefore, 

Music), it is an expansive text which can be sung in any setting in which 

the intention is to invite awareness and recognition of the mysterious and 

loving tapestry of life. it is a litany of remembrance, a song of praise and 

gratitude and a chant of hope and wonder.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeters:  1
st
- /  2

nd
 – 

Ushers:  1
st
 –/ 2

nd
  –   

Visitors’ Table:  1
st 
 -  / 2

nd 
 -   

Brew Master and Coffee Host:   Ted Merriman, Joe Kent 

Nursery: Mike Scheid and Elena Marshel 

Teachers:  Ame Hull, Janine Daniels, Charles Gerena, Karen Golden, Janet 

Aardema, Jenn Blackwell, Michael Gibson, Karen Golden, Paul Daniels,  

Ryan Inge. 

Worship Associate:     Slides:   

Sexton:  Bari Ramsey   Special Music:  First UU Singers 

Sound Booth: Paul Dolci  Accompanist:   Jamie Kilpatrick 

 
 

Information on Pledges 

 

With gratitude, we received pledge contributions of $88,842 for the 

month of November.  Year to date we have received $367,658 

toward our Annual Budget of $801,216. 

Share the Plate Collection 

 

Because of our Generosity, for the month of November, we 

collected $2,490 for the Share the Plate recipient RVA Thanksgiving 

Distribution. 

mailto:linda.ericson@aol.com


Share the Plate – December 2018 
Our December Share the Plate recipient is  

 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund 

  

The December recipient of the Share the Plate is the Minister’s 

Discretionary Fund.  This fund is annually the designated charity in 

December.  Donations result in direct support to members of our 

congregation.  Rev. Jeanne will use these funds throughout the year, 

when a member or friend of our congregation is in urgent need of funds; 

for example, to buy food, pay a bill, or seek medical care.   Ministers 

around the world have traditionally managed such funds, and UU 

ministers are no different.  One never knows when a dire circumstance will 

lead one of us to this fund.  Your generosity is so very much appreciated. 

 

 

 

The Mitten Tree Returns on November 25th 
 

The history of the Mitten tree goes back more than 25 years.  It was started 

by Dottie MacPherson with real mittens and has morphed several 

times.  After a 2 year hiatus, it returns this year with a new focus. 

 

Last year the congregants who volunteer at Greene School recognized 

that many students lack socks and underwear.  School staff tell us that 

shirts and outer wear are commonly donated to the school’s clothes 

closet but never socks and underwear. 

 

When the Mitten Tree goes up November 25th, you will see mittens with 

requests for specific sizes and genders of socks and underwear. There will 

also be some mittens requesting jeans and sweat pants.   

 

Please return your socks and other items to the church by December 

30th.  While this is our Christmas service project, the socks and underwear 

are not for specific kids.  They will become a “closet” for teachers and 

staff to distribute as needed.  

 

Questions to June Bohrer at junebohrer@gmail.com. 804-908-3056 

mailto:junebohrer@gmail.com


 
 

 

 

 
 

 

First UU Presents: “Admit One” and “Second 

Chance”, two one act plays that explore loneliness 

and changing life styles for older adults.  

 Starring  Diana Donald, Jana Frances-Fischer, 

Charlyn Harrison, and Larry Landon.  Directed by 

Dori Richardson  Sunday, December 2nd, 2:30pm 

 

 

 

  

We are collecting Box Tops for  

Greene School! 
 

This is an easy way to provide some extra funding for the 

school. Go to the website 

https://www.boxtops4education.com to learn about 

the program. Bring your box tops to church on Sunday.  

 

Look for the box and a list of products at the social justice table, or contact Joan 

Lewis joan.lewis@cornell.edu for more information. 

 

 

 

Sip ‘n Sup Sign-up For 2019  
 

It’s time to sign up to be part of Sip ‘n Sup for next year. As many of you know, 

this is an informal and fun way to get to know other First UU members and 

friends.  
 

The plan is to meet for dinner one Saturday a month for four months starting in 

January. Be a host for one of the dinners and a guest at the others. Your 

commitment to participate in Sip ‘n Sup involves hosting 8 or so (including you) 

one evening in your home and providing the entire meal, beverages, 

etc.  Then the other three evenings you will be a guest at someone else’s 

home. It’s a great deal! But everyone has to keep their end of the bargain.  
 

Please note that if the particular date that you have been assigned for hosting 

does not work for you, that you are free to negotiate another date with the 

people you are scheduled to host. 
 

Email Howard Fabry at hfabry@verizon.net to get on the list or for more details. 

Please provide your mailing address, email address, and telephone number 

when you write. Also include any special requests about scheduling, etc. 

Deadline for signing up is Sunday, December 2nd. 

 

https://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:joan.lewis@cornell.edu
mailto:joan.lewis@cornell.edu
mailto:joan.lewis@cornell.edu
mailto:hfabry@verizon.net


 

Travel to Romania   Join Unitarians from the Khasi Hills to 

explore and experience the historic roots of Unitarianism 

as we connect with our coreligionists in Romania. We will 

spend 2 weeks in the pastoral countryside of central 

Transylvania, getting to know both the Indian Unitarians and our partners 

better as we visit local sights and have fun together.  This budget 

pilgrimage begins in Bucharest on Wednesday, July 31st, and ends back in 

Bucharest Tuesday, August 13, 2019.  This is the Pilgrimage John and I went 

on in 2017.  I highly recommend it. Want more information? Meet with me 

between the services on December 2nd and we will talk. Or go to 

uupcc.org - Unitarian Universalist Partner Church Council.  

 –- Rev. Sue 

 

                                   

Mentoring at Greene School  Mentors report this to be a most 

rewarding experience. They feel they have received far more than they 

have given.  A major goal of the mentoring relationship is for the child to 

experience the consistent caring attention of an interested adult/mentor. 

When successfully done, this significantly contributes to a child’s sense of 

being valued. 
 

Mentoring involves a commitment of up to one hour each week, usually 

during school lunch periods, which extend from around 11:00am until 

1:00pm.  Mentors first attend a training session that helps them learn how 

to interact with children/mentees and mentors also agree to have 

criminal background checks.  The mentoring experience may have a 

specific academic focus. If it does, the mentee’s teacher will provide 

structure and guidance. If the mentoring does not have a specific 

academic focus, a whole range of activities can be part of the 

experience. For more information please contact Joel Blum at 

jokerblum@gmail.com   

http://uupcc.org/


First UU Coffee Fundraiser 

 

Why not treat a friend or relative--and even yourself--to Richmond’s finest 

coffee? First UU is partnering with local coffee roaster Lamplighter (voted 

Style Magazine’s Best Independent Coffeehouse 2012-2016 and Hall of 

Fame in 2017, not to mention Richmond Times-Dispatch named it best 

Coffee Shop in2018) for a seasonal fundraiser.   

 

COFFEE DAYS will begin this Sunday, December 2nd, with representatives 

of Lamplighter available during coffee hour and after second service to 

sell ½ pound bags of coffee beans with our unique First UU label and 

accept additional orders.  For each bag sold the church will receive $4.50 

to our operating account, so order generously! 

 

We’ll be featuring Tall Bike Blend, a blend with notes of baker's cocoa, 

and almond, fig. It is smooth and sweet with a mild acidity. This crowd-

pleaser has been a mainstay since the Lamplighter opened its doors in 

2009.  It’s a three-part blend of Columbia/Costa Rica/Nicaragua coffees. 

It will be freshly roasted the week you pick up your order.  

 

Email your order to Joan Lewis  jl154@cornell.edu 

Name: 

Preorders: 

_____  Number of 8oz bags @ $12 

 ____ number of roasted beans 

 ____ number of fresh ground 

 

Likely pick-up date: 

____  December 9 

____  December 16 

____  December 23 

 

Payment options: Cash, check, or charge. 



Religious Education Announcements 
 
 

Holiday FUUN Night 

 

Saturday – December 15, 2018 from 4:00pm – 6:00pm 

 

Celebrate the holiday season with UU Families at this annual event!  Bring 

a generous potluck dish to share (serves 5 or more)*.  Games and 

activities designed for children PreK through Grade 5. 

 

*Please do not bring nuts or nut products, due to allergy concerns. 

 

 

 
 
First UU Care Team for November  2018  

 

Lay Pastoral Care Coordinator:  Linda Ericson 

717-319-2317 ~ linda.ericson@aol.com 

 

Team Kindness: Laura May 

804-937-8233 ~ lmay45@verizon.net 

 

  Contact First UU Care Team for a little touch of nice. 

 

 
 

Simple Supper Needs Your Help.  Simple 

Supper is an act of Community on 

Wednesday evening from 6:30pm - 7:00pm. 

For this we need 6 - 7 people each week to 

set up, cook, buy bread and salad, and 

clean up.  It’s best to make your own group 

of 7 people.  Sign up on ivolunteer (link 

below), just like Gallery signup.  Instructions 

included and given when you sign up.  

https://richmonduu.ivolunteer.com/#5   

 

mailto:linda.ericson@aol.com
mailto:lmay45@verizon.net
https://richmonduu.ivolunteer.com/#5


❖Community On Wednesday❖ 

 

Need a mid-week break -- a chance to rejuvenate and connect to your 

people? On Wednesday evenings we come together as a community to 

enjoy each other's company. The evening includes opportunities to 

worship together, break bread together, and learn together. Come join us 

and jump in at any point in the evening, You are always welcome. 

 

  Vespers 

  6:00 pm-6:30 pm 

  An Oasis of Calm in your Busy Week! 

  December’s Theme:  Mystery.  We invite you to join us in exploring 

what it means to be human, to be in community, and to be connected to 

the Divine. Vespers is an intimate, contemplative, and conversational half-

hour service provided by our ministerial interns. It takes place on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm to 6:30pm in the Great Hall. We 

welcome you and appreciate you just as you are and whenever you can 

join us. 

 

  Simple Supper 

  6:30 pm-7:15 pm  

          Simple Supper 

          Breaking Bread with Friends! 

  A simple supper is provided by members of the church. Oftentimes 

the meal is soup or pasta, salad, and bread. This is a great time to get to 

know our community better. It's a casual buffet and you can join us 

anytime right up to clean up time! We need folks who are willing to cook 

or provide supper and folks to help with set up and clean up.  Sign Up to 

Help! 

 

  Ministers Present 

   [a discussion led by one of our ministers] 

   7:15 pm-8:30 pm 

           Rev. Sue:  “Eight Worldviews and Practices” 

           Rev Sue will share an article by Mark Nepo on Eight Worldviews and 

Practices. Each can help us stay wholehearted, authentic, and in true 

relationship to life and each other. 



News from Abbie 
 

Our Sanctuary Guest 
 

 
Dear First UU Members -  

 

I’m so grateful for all of the care and support you have shown me. 

Accompaniment folks have made me feel very safe and protected and 

I’ve enjoyed getting to know some families. I’d really like to get to know 

more of you. Please email me to plan a coffee date! 

handsoffabbie@gmail.com 
 

Please sign up for my newsletters and support team here: 

bit.ly/handsoffabbie 
 

Follow my facebook page here: www.facebook.com/handsoffabbie 

 

The links below are several ways to help me and my family…. 

 

1. This site provides a list of items requested: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b084facae2fa1ff2-running 
 

2. This site is a Meal Train link for groceries and Saturday meals: 

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/206w65 
 

3. Additional ways to help my family   -  paypal.me/handsoffabbie 

 

Gracias y un fuerte abrazo!  (Thank you and a big hug) 

Abbie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

mailto:handsoffabbie@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/handsoffabbie
http://www.facebook.com/handsoffabbie
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https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/206w65
mailto:desiree.woodson@richmonduu.org
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Another way to Give to First UU: 
 

 

You can now make a contribution to First UU with a quick text message.  

It is safe, quick, easy and secure. 

  

Please follow these steps 
 

Text the amount you want to give to 804-409-6057. 

 

Enter a $ followed by the dollar amount, hit the space key, then enter 

texting code.  

Codes:   Pledge Payments:  PLDGE 

                       Share the Plate:   SHARE 

                  Coffee hour donation:  OTHER 

 

Example: To donate to Share the Plate,  

 enter the message $25 SHARE  

         Please make sure to add a space between the dollar 

             amount and the Code. 

 

A return text will contain a link. Click on the link and enter your cardholder 

name and credit or debit card information. 

 

Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and 

receipt via email.  

 

For future giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give, and 

it will process automatically. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please call Kelli McNeal or  

Rev. Sherman at 804-355-0777. 

 

 

Books for Greene Elementary School – This year we 

have about 120 students in 5 Fifth Grade classes. We 

take gently used or new books to them each month.  

This includes books at all reading levels but the 

greatest need is for books for children aged 9 - 12. The 

book donation box is located near the Jefferson Bells 

under the church history quilt. 



* Outside Event 

The Weekly Calendar 
 

 

Today ~ 12/02/18   

9:00am – Sunday Service & Nursery – Great Hall 

10:00am – Dogwood Spirit Circle – Library 

10:00am – Quuilters Boutique Sale – Lobby 

10:15am – New to UU Conversation – Conference Room 

11:00am - Sunday Service & Nursery – Great Hall 

12:30pm – Board meeting - Library 
 

 

Monday ~ 12/03/18    Tuesday ~ 12/04/18 

6:30am - *Faith that Works - PH  6:30am - *Faith that Works - PH 

5:30pm – *FB Live (Abbie) – LL:M  5:00pm – Violin Reh. – GH 

6:00pm – One Voice choir Reh. – GH 5:15pm – Yoga with Jodie – PH 

6:30pm – Kabbalah class – B  5:30pm – 1st UU Christian Fellowship   

6:30pm – Tai Chi class – PH       L 

7:00pm – SLZ Comm. mtg. – SA  6:00pm – Open Table – C 

        6:30pm – Hearts – B 

         
 

Wednesday ~ 12/05/18    Thursday ~ 12/06/18 

6:30am - *Faith that Works - PH  6:30am - *Faith that Works - PH 

4:30pm – Simple Supper Set up-K  10:00am – Staff meeting – L 

6:00pm – ICE out of RVA – LL:3  6:30pm – Civil Conversation – C 

6:00pm – Vespers – GH    6:30pm – Ewe Ewe Knitters – B 

6:30pm – Protest Choir Reh. – GH 6:30pm – Leadership Dev.  

6:30pm – Simple Supper – LL:M    Committee – PH 

        7:00pm – Dogwood Circle class - L 
 

 

Friday ~ 12/07/18     Saturday ~ 12/08/18 

6:30am - *Faith that Works - PH  6:30am - *Faith that Works – PH 

6:00pm – First UU Presents (DR)-GH 1:00pm – Toastmasters Grp. – N 

6:30pm – New Beginning Choir   6:00pm – First UU Presents Prod. 

  Reh. – PH       GH 
 

 

 

                

 

 

      

 
 

 

 

Room Location Abbreviations 
 

C – Conference    B – Alcove B   GH – Great Hall   

L – Library     LL – Lower Level  N – Nursery  

PH – President’s Hall   LB – Lobby    SA – Staff Area 

K - Kitchen   
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Holiday Dates to Remember  
 

   

  December 24th  Monday   Carol Singing at 6:40pm in the Great  

       Hall 

  December 24th  Monday   Christmas Eve Service at 7:00pm          

 

  December 25th  Tuesday  Church Office Closed  
  

  December 26th  Wednesday  Church Office Closed  
    

  December 27th  Thursday  Church Office Closed  

        
 

  December 28th  Friday  Church Office Closed   
 

  December 31st  Monday  Church Office Closed 
 

 

   

  January 2018 
 

  January 1st  Tuesday  New Year Holiday  

Church Office Closed 

 

 

SPECIAL NOTE…. 

 

We will NOT be printing Sunday bulletins for the following Sundays…. 

December 23rd, December 30th and January 6th.   
 

You will have access to the Sunday outline online. 
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Visitors We bid you a warm welcome to the First 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Richmond.  We are 

very pleased you have joined us for worship today. 

 

The First Unitarian Universalist Church welcomes all - - without regard for 

national origin, race, political opinion, gender or sexual orientation - - 

hoping that you are as dedicated as we are to growing and learning in 

religion, to being together in a caring community, and to working toward 

a better world. 

 

If you are a visitor to our congregation, please stop by the Visitors’ Table in 

the foyer to learn about this church and Unitarian Universalism.  Your 

questions are welcome, and if you would like to learn more about this 

church or our Unitarian Universalist faith, please ask to speak with Rev. 

Sherman Logan at sherman.logan@richmonduu.org . 

 

 

 
Please be mindful:  There are members of the 

congregation who are sensitive to fragrances – 

please do not wear fragrance to church events!  

Thank you. 
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Congregational Covenant 

 We, the members of First Unitarian Universalist Church of Richmond, in 

support of our community, promise to: 

 

Celebrate our differences 

Honor the UU principles 

Be Accountable for our words and actions 

Listen with openness and compassion 

Invite and welcome all 

Commit our time, talents, and financial resources 

Expect the best of each other and ourselves 

Thus, we do covenant. 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

 

We GROW in search of wisdom, CARE in support of 

community and ACT in service of justice 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


