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Overview
· The national campaign slogan for this year’s Work Zone Awareness Week is “safe actions save lives.” No matter the side of the barrels you are on, work zone safety is everybody’s responsibility.

· In 2026, WisDOT anticipates more than 400 state highway and bridge improvement projects – in addition to other municipality-sponsored construction projects – scheduled across Wisconsin. Each of these projects require the establishment of work zones.
· In any corner of the state, you can find examples of local and state highway improvement projects. 
· We do our best to limit traffic impacts and we appreciate everyone’s patience and partnership in the work.

· Remember that work zones aren’t limited to major construction. They also include maintenance, emergency vehicle stops, utility work and even garbage pickup. Being able to identify a work zone is important for drivers to stay safe.

· We ask that drivers expect the unexpected and stay alert at all times.

· With narrow, shifting lanes, work zones can present a challenge to all drivers under any circumstances. It is always important to limit distractions and give undivided attention to the road.

· We ask that drivers take necessary precautions when entering work zones, and also use tools like 511 Wisconsin to get valuable information about road work and delays so that they don’t find themselves in such a hurry.

· We encourage the public to “know before you go” with 511 Wisconsin. Up-to-date information on work zones and lane closures can be viewed at 511wi.gov or via the 511 WI app.
· As folks look ahead to summer travel, plan ahead and download the 511 Wisconsin app.

· Specific websites regarding active WisDOT construction projects can be viewed at projects.511wi.gov.

Work zone stats
· According to preliminary data from 2025, Wisconsin recorded more than 2,000 work zone crashes that resulted in 622 injuries and seven fatalities.

· 2,126 – the average number of work zone crashes per year in Wisconsin (2021-2025).

· Over the past five years (2021-2025) there have been more than 10,600 crashes in Wisconsin work zones causing 47 deaths and more than 3,600 injuries.

· It is illegal to use a handheld phone in a work zone. ($40 fine + costs, enacted 2016)

· A reduced speed of 55 mph may feel slow compared to 70 mph, but you are still covering the length of a football field in less than four seconds while driving through a work zone. 
· Any small lapse in judgment can create a huge impact.
· What might seem like a minor distraction can create major impact.

How can people help? 
· Most importantly, drive safely, avoiding distractions and obeying posted speed limits. Be courteous and patient. Set a good example for others on the road.

· Every driver makes a difference.
· Your good choices behind the wheel are good for us all.
· We ask everyone:
· Be mindful of speed. 
· Watch for changes in conditions. 
· Eliminate all distractions – Buckle up, phone down.

· Advocate for safe driving. Show support for work zone safety by using social media hashtags - #NWZAW, #WorkZoneSafety, or #Orange4Safety (but please never text and drive)

· Participate in “Go Orange Day” on Wednesday, April 22 by wearing orange in support of safety. (#Orange4Safety)

Social media posts

In 2025, Wisconsin saw over 2,000 work zone crashes, resulting in seven deaths and 622 injuries. When you enter work zones, please:
✅ Slow down
✅ Stay focused
✅ Watch for workers

---
Work zone safety is everyone’s responsibility, from the designers and engineers who plan projects and work zones to the construction managers and workers executing the work. One thing we all have in common? We all want to go home at night – drivers and workers alike.
Please slow down in work zones, stay focused and remain patient. Everyone wants to make it home at night. #WorkZoneSafety 

---
We’re proud to join the Wisconsin Department of Transportation to encourage safe driving in work zones as we start the 2026 construction season. There were more than 2,000 crashes in Wisconsin work zones last year. Let’s work together for a safe construction season! #BuckleUpPhoneDown #WorkZoneSafety

---
Work zone crashes in Wisconsin are far too common – about 2,100 per year. Drivers and passengers are most often the victim. Slow down, don’t tailgate, buckle up and put the phone down. Together we can reduce the number of work zone crashes and deaths. #WorkZoneSafety

---
Roll out the barrels! Barrels are critical to establishing safe work zones. How far apart are barrels spaced on Wisconsin’s interstates and expressways? Take our work zone safety quiz to find out: https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/safety/education/workzone/quiz.aspx

---
Did you know that tailgating is the most common factor in Wisconsin work zone crashes? Drivers should always allow four seconds of brake time (roughly 350 feet at the reduced speed of 60 mph).

As drivers, we’re all in this together, so please slow down – don’t barrel through work zones! #WorkZoneSafety

---
DYK? It’s illegal to talk on a handheld mobile device while driving through a work zone in Wisconsin. This law was enacted in 2016 to reduce distracted driving and increase safety for motorists and work zone workers.

What about hands-free devices? Hands-free and Bluetooth devices are granted exemptions and remain legal – but some studies show that even hands-free devices can take a driver’s attention off the road.

So remember… if you see oranges cones, put down the phone! #WorkZoneSafety

---
HERE’S YOUR SIGN: Drivers must focus on the road ahead to safely navigate work zones. Work zones often require lane shifts or changing traffic patterns. Here are some common work zone signs you might encounter this construction season. Please stay alert and follow the signs to keep you and our construction crews safe. #WorkZoneSafety
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