2023 Election Related Initiatives as of November 16, 2023

Joint Resolutions  

SJR-71: Eligibility to vote (Second Consideration) (Senator Bradley) Eligibility to vote in Wisconsin. 
· Passed both houses on party line vote, the question will be presented to voters by referendum on the April 2024 ballot.

SJR-73: Photo ID (First Consideration) (Senator Wanggaard) Requiring photographic identification to vote in any election.
· Passed both houses on party line vote, the resolution will need to be passed again in the next legislative session to appear statewide as a referendum question. 

SJR-78: Elections (Second Consideration) (Senator Wimberger) Prohibiting state and local governments from using privately sourced moneys or equipment in connection with the conduct of elections and specifying who may perform tasks related to the conduct of an election.
· Passed both houses on party line vote, the question will be presented to voters by referendum on the April 2024 ballot.

Senate and Assembly Bills 

Senate Bill 98/Assembly Bill 93: Citizenship verification (Senator Stroebel, Rep. Allen) Verifying citizenship of individuals on the official voter registration list and contents of operator's licenses and identification cards.
· Passed both houses on party line vote, enrolled and available to be sent to Governor. 

Senate Bill 283/Assembly Bill 282: Election broadcasts (Senator Wimberger, Rep. Sortwell) Broadcasting election night proceedings. Requires a municipality that chooses to broadcast live canvassing proceedings in any election to record the broadcast and requires the municipal clerk to retain the recording for 22 months. Senate Amendment 1 extends the requirements to record and retain live canvassing proceedings to also apply to county clerks and the Wisconsin Elections Commission, if the county or commission broadcasts live canvassing proceedings.
· Amended 5-0 in Senate committee, passed Senate by voice vote, passed Assembly by voice vote, available to be sent to the Governor. Bipartisan bill. 

Senate Bill 433/Assembly Bill 441: Absentee ballots (Senator Stroebel, Rep. Bodden) Timeline for sending or transmitting presidential preference primary absentee ballots. This bill applies the 47-day timeline only to military and overseas voters for the spring election and presidential preference primary. This would result in a 21-day timeline for all other voters with an absentee ballot request on file.
· Passed the Senate committee 5-0, passed the Senate by voice vote, Assembly bill passed committee 9-0, passed Assembly by voice vote, enrolled and available to be sent to the Governor. 

Assembly Bill 38: Absentee ballots (Rep. Steffen, Senator Cabral-Guevara) Absentee ballot request and return confirmation. This bill requires text message notifications for absentee voters who provide their cell phone numbers.
· Amended and passed Assembly Committee 9-0, and Senate committee 5-0, passed Assembly by voice vote, available for scheduling in Senate. Bipartisan bill. 

Assembly Bill 298: Polling place closures (Rep. Sortwell, Senator Taylor) Polling place closures. 
· Passed Assembly committee 7-2, Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 Adopted 95-2 on Assembly floor, companion Senate Bill 366 received a hearing on November 8th. Bipartisan bill. 
· Under the substitute amendment, under no circumstance may a municipality close more than one-half of its polling places within 30 days before an election. Additionally, the bill prohibits a municipality from closing any polling place within 30 days before an election unless the majority of the members-elect of the governing body makes a finding of emergency, both the majority of the members-elect of the governing body and the municipal clerk approve the closure, and the municipal clerk must provide notice in three ways and designate a person at closed location to notify voters.

Assembly Bill 330/Senate Bill 286: Nomination papers (Rep. Ortiz-Velez, Senator James) The number of signatures on nomination papers. Under this bill, if a candidate submits nomination papers with more than the maximum number of required signatures, but the filing official determines that the maximum number of required signatures does not result in a sufficient number of valid signatures, the filing official must review the additional signatures to the extent necessary to determine whether the candidate has collected a sufficient number of valid signatures to have his or her name on the ballot.
· Amended passed Assembly committee 9-0, passed Assembly by voice vote, both bills awaiting Senate public hearing, Bipartisan Bill. 

Assembly Bill 335: Candidate violation judgments (Rep. Ortiz-Velez, Senator Knodl) Judgments concerning a candidate's felony violation of certain campaign finance or election fraud laws. If a candidate for public office is adjudged guilty of certain felony violations of campaign finance or election fraud laws, the court in the criminal case must order that the candidate’s candidate committee be dissolved and unencumbered campaign funds be returned to the donors or donated to the school fund after outstanding debts are paid. Additionally, the bill requires the court to appoint a new treasurer for the candidate committee to conduct the court’s dissolution order.
· Amended passed Assembly committee 9-0, passed Assembly by voice vote, Passed Senate Nov.14th, available to be sent to the Governor. Bipartisan Bill. 

Assembly Bill 396/Senate Bill 397: Voter list fees (Rep. Binsfeld, Senator Knodl) Fees for obtaining the official voter registration list. Under current law, the Elections Commission establishes a fee, by rule, for obtaining a copy of the official voter registration list. The fee amount is an amount estimated to cover both the cost of reproduction and the cost of maintaining the list at the state and local level. Under this bill, a person may obtain a copy of the official voter registration list for Wisconsin, or any portion of the list, electronically by paying a fee of $250 or less as established by the Elections Commission. The bill authorizes the commission to charge an additional fee for providing a copy of the list in physical form in order to cover the cost of reproduction and postage, if any.
· Passed Assembly committee 6-3, on Assembly floor voted to refer bill back to committee which failed 34-63, passed Assembly, passed Senate committee 3-2, Passed Senate 22-11 on Nov 14th, available to be sent to the Governor. 

Assembly Bill 476/Senate Bill 465: Elected office vacancies (Rep. Magnafici, Senator Tomczyk) Filling vacancies in elective state offices in the executive branch. This bill eliminates the ability of the governor to fill vacancies in the offices of secretary of state, treasurer, attorney general, and state superintendent of public instruction by appointment without senate confirmation, instead providing that the vacancies are filled by special election.
· Passed Assembly committee 5-3, passed Assembly, messaged to Senate, awaiting public hearing in the Senate. 

Assembly Bill 493/Senate Bill 490: Counting write-in votes (Rep. Macco, Senator Wanggaard) Counting write-in votes in the general election. Currently write-in votes for a candidate in the general election may be counted only if the candidate, through his or her candidate committee, filed a registration statement for purposes of the election no later than noon on the Friday immediately preceding the election. Current law prohibits a defeated primary candidate from switching parties and running under that new party affiliation. This bill expands the current law prohibition to also apply to a defeated candidate abandoning their stated party and registering as a write in candidate. 
· Passed Assembly committee 5-3, passed Assembly 52-45, passed Senate committee 3-2, available for scheduling in the Senate. 

Assembly Bill 494/Senate Bill 582: Indefinitely confined voter (Rep. Duchow, Senator Knodl) Eligibility and process for obtaining status as an indefinitely confined voter for purposes of automatically receiving absentee ballots and providing a penalty.
· Passed 3-2 out of Senate and Assembly committee, amended and passed Assembly, passed Senate committee 3-2, Passed Senate on Nov 14th, available to be sent to the Governor. 

Assembly Bill 543/Senate Bill 560: Election observers (Rep. Tittl, Senator Quinn) Under Assembly Bill 543, election officials are required to ensure that all persons who wish to observe an election or a recount are afforded equitable access to the observation area. The bill additionally changes the location where the observation area may be located from not less than three feet and not more than eight feet to not more than three feet from the table where voters may register and from the table where voters announce their names and addresses and are issued a voter number. Under the bill, a person who violates either of these provisions may be imprisoned in the county jail for not more than 90 days, fined no more than $1,000, or both.
· Amended by Assembly Amendment 1 and 2. Assembly Amendment 1 states that all stages of a recount must be conducted in accordance with the public observation statutes that apply to elections. AA1 passed 5-3. 
· Assembly Amendment 2 states that the criminal penalties created in the bill apply only to violations committed by election officials. AA 2 passed 7-1. 
· Passed as amended by AA 1 and AA2 out of the Assembly committee 5-3, passed Assembly, Senate bill passed committee 3-2, available for scheduling in the Senate. 

Assembly Bill 567/Senate Bill 685: Monday processing (Tusler, Ron, Senator Cabral-Guevara) transmitting and canvassing absentee ballots, use of central counting locations, election night reporting, whistleblower protection for municipal clerks, notifications and verifications concerning citizenship status, court determinations of incompetency and ineligibility to vote, and providing a penalty.
· Amended passed Assembly committee 8-0, passed Assembly by voice vote, both bills awaiting Senate public hearing. 
· The substitute amendment does not contain the provisions relating to verification of citizenship of voters, an amended timeline for sending absentee ballots, or protection from retaliatory employment actions for a municipal clerk who lawfully reports suspected election fraud or irregularities.
· The amended bill also requires WEC to notify a voter that he or she must register again to vote when WEC receives notification that the voter’s right to vote has been restored.
· Under the substitute amendment, a municipality that canvasses absentee ballots the day before an election may convene no earlier than 7 a.m.
· Under the substitute amendment, reports relating to the canvassing of absentee ballots must be posted at 8 p.m. the day before the election, and at 7 a.m., noon, and 8 p.m. on Election Day.

Assembly Bill 570/Senate Bill 631: Election fraud (Rep. Maxey, Senator Jacque) Certain kinds of election fraud, defects on absentee ballot certificates, returning absentee ballots to the office of the municipal clerk, disease and of election officials, allowing an employee of a residential care facility or qualified retirement home to serve as a personal care voting assistant during a public health emergency or an incident of infectious disease, and providing a penalty.
· Amended passed Assembly committee 5-3, passed Assembly, awaiting a Senate public hearing. 
· Assembly Amendment 1 states that absentee ballot certificates must be printed with blank spaces on which voters and witnesses may write in each required element of his or her address and may also be printed with blank spaces on which a voter or witness may opt to write his or her state or zip code.

Assembly Bill 571: Voter list (Rep. Dittrich) The bill requires the following:
· Wisconsin Elections Commission (WEC) to enter into or update data sharing agreements with the Department of Transportation, the Department of Corrections, and the Office of Vital Statistics to ensure that data relevant to voter eligibility is monitored and shared with WEC,
· WEC to take certain actions when notified that a voter has moved, died, been convicted of a felony, or otherwise made ineligible to vote, 
· Municipalities to publicly test machines used in elections according to manufacturers’ standards and to notify WEC when the municipality intends to rent a machine for election administration, 
· WEC to ensure that municipal clerks receive at least three hours of training before administering an election and requires municipalities to notify WEC and the county clerk if a clerk does not receive the required training or if a vacancy occurs close to an election, 
· WEC to review and update as necessary, at least once every four years, all forms that WEC provides to the public, including ballot and registration forms, and 
· WEC to remove all default dates of birth and dates of registration that are on the official voter registration list and to update the list with each voter’s actual date of birth and date of registration.
· Assembly Amendment 1 adopted by committee 8-0, amended bill passed Assembly committee 5-3, passed Assembly, awaiting Senate public hearing, no companion bill. 
· Assembly Amendment 1 adds a requirement of WEC to conduct, and school district clerks to attend, regular training in the administration of school district elections.

Assembly Bill 572/SB 593: Absentee voting (Rep. Kitchens, Senator Quinn) Absentee voting in certain residential care facilities/retirement homes and court determinations of incompetency and ineligibility to vote.
· Assembly Substitute Amendment 1 adopted by committee 8-0, amended bill passed committee 5-3, passed Assembly, and both bills are awaiting a Senate public hearing. 

Assembly Bill 577/SB 632: Election officials (Rep. Goeben, Senator Jacque) An election official's personal information; battery against election officials; whistleblower protection for municipal clerks, county clerks, and election officials who witness and report election fraud or irregularities; harassing election officials; and providing a penalty.
· Amended, passed by Assembly committee 8-0, passed Assembly, awaiting Senate public hearing. 

Recently Introduced Democratic Election Package 

· Assembly Bill 581: Voter registration (Rep. Haywood, Senator Pfaff) Facilitating voter registration for applicants for a driver's license or state identification card and granting rule-making authority.
· Assembly Bill 582/Senate Bill 622: Voter registration (Rep. Haywood, Senator Roys) Facilitating voter registration for those who have their voting rights restored.
· Assembly Bill 585: Voter registration (Rep. Haywood, Senator L. Johnson) Facilitating voter registration for applicants for public assistance.
· Assembly Bill 593/SB 550: Voter preregistration (Rep. Shelton, Senator Smith) Voter preregistration of 16-year-olds and 17-year-olds.
· Assembly Bill 594/Senate Bill 552: Voting rights (Rep. Shelton, Senator Roys) Extending voting rights to certain 17-year-old individuals and requiring a referendum.
· Assembly Bill 596: Voting rights (Rep. Emerson, Senator Taylor) Restoring the right to vote to certain persons barred from voting due to a felony conviction, changing the information required on voter registration forms, and changing voting procedure for certain persons who are convicted of felonies.
· Assembly Bill 597: Detained voter registration (Rep. Emerson, Senator Taylor) Establishing a plan to register qualified electors who are detained in jail and to allow the electors to vote while detained.
· Assembly Bill 604/Senate Bill 548: Voter registration (Rep. Emerson, Senator Smith) Automatic voter registration, deceptive election practices, voter intimidation and suppression, voter rights, polling place posting and language requirements, election manual requirements, granting rule-making authority, and providing a penalty.
· Assembly Bill 605/Senate Bill 561: Voter registration (Rep. Anderson, Senator Smith) Automatic voter registration.

Emergency Rule Scope Statements 

· Elections Commission (EL 2). SS 089-23,  SS 090-23, SS 091-23, and SS 092-23.  Ballot access and election petition challenge procedure. 

· Elections Commission (EL 6). SS 093-23 and SS 094-23. Mandatory use of uniform instructions for absentee voting
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