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RESOLUTION NO. 2025-46 1 
 2 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE 3 
VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, FLORIDA, CENSURING 4 
COUNCILMEMBER STEVE CODY AND REQUESTING HIS 5 
RESIGNATION FOR HIS FACEBOOK POST OF SEPTEMBER 10, 6 
2025, FOR PUBLIC STATEMENTS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 7 
EXPECTATIONS OF OFFICE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 8 
DATE. (Sponsored by Mayor Karyn Cunningham)  9 
 10 

WHEREAS, the Village Council of Palmetto Bay is committed to 11 
maintaining a professional, respectful, and ethical standard of conduct 12 
for all elected officials; and  13 
 14 

WHEREAS, Councilmember Steve Cody, by publicly expressing 15 
statements condoning and celebrating the death of Charles James Kirk, 16 
engaged in conduct that is widely viewed as offensive, inappropriate, and 17 
inconsistent with the dignity and responsibilities of the office held; and  18 
 19 

WHEREAS, while Councilmember Steve Cody’s statements are 20 
protected under the First Amendment, the Village Council retains 21 
authority to formally censure and request the resignation of members for 22 
conduct that undermines public trust, community confidence, or the 23 
integrity of the office; and  24 
 25 

WHEREAS, the Village Council finds that such statements are 26 
inconsistent with ethical and professional standards expected of elected 27 
officials and warrant a formal expression of disapproval by the governing 28 
body. 29 
 30 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND 31 
VILLAGE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF PALMETTO BAY, 32 
FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 33 

 34 
Section 1. The above recitals are incorporated as if set forth in full. 35 

 36 
Section 2. The Village Council hereby issues the formal censure of 37 

Councilmember Steve Cody for his insensitive, tasteless, and heartless 38 
post ridiculing and mocking the assassination of another human being, 39 
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the late Charlies James Kirk, and requests his resignation from the 1 
Village Council. 2 
 3 

Section 3. The Village Council hereby requests an investigation 4 
into the conduct of Councilmember Steve Cody that may qualify for 5 
suspension of office under Florida Statute 112.51, titled Municipal 6 
Officers; Suspension; Removal from Office by the Governor. 7 

 8 
Section 4. The Village shall fully cooperate with any investigation 9 

that results from this Resolution.  10 
 11 
Section 5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 12 

passage. 13 
 14 
PASSED and ADOPTED this 15th day of September, 2025. 15 

 16 
 17 
____________________   __________________  18 
Missy Arocha        Karyn Cunningham 19 
Village Clerk     Mayor 20 
 21 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 22 
 23 
 24 
 25 
_________________________ 26 
John C. Dellagloria 27 
Village Attorney 28 
 29 
FINAL VOTE AT ADOPTION: 30 
 31 
Council Member Patrick Fiore  YES 32 
 33 
Council Member Steve Cody       NO 34 
 35 
Council Member Marsha Matson             YES 36 
 37 
Vice-Mayor Mark Merwitzer   YES 38 
 39 
Mayor Karyn Cunningham                       YES 40 
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EXHIBIT A:  
Statement from Mayor Karyn Cunningham 
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EXHIBIT B:  
Statement from Vice Mayor Mark Merwitzer  
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EXHIBIT C:  
Statement from Councilmember Marsha Matson  

 
 

Calling for Resignation of Councilmember Steve Cody 

By Marsha Matson, Palmetto Bay Village Council District 3 

Colleagues, residents, and friends, 

In the United States, everyone has the right to speak freely. The First Amendment is one of 
our greatest treasures, and I will defend it always. But what we are discussing here tonight 
is not about the First Amendment. It is about accountability. 

Councilmember Steve Cody has abused his position. His hateful and malicious comments 
are not the voice of a private citizen — they are the words of an elected official who 
represents every single one of us in Palmetto Bay. And words spoken from this seat of 
government carry consequences. 

For more than five years, Councilmember Cody has disrespected and humiliated people — 
in our meetings, in emails, and on social media. He posts grotesque caricatures of 
residents he dislikes. He calls people degrading names. He spreads false accusations. He 
has even chosen to sue this Village and our newly elected Vice Mayor in an attempt to 
overturn the results of an election. That lawsuit alone, by my estimate, is costing taxpayers 
$50,000. He also filed a false complaint against me, which I won — but not before it cost 
taxpayers another $27,000. 

This pattern of behavior has brought our residents pain, humiliation, and needless 
expense. Who among us can calculate how much more in dollars and distress this will 
cost before it ends? When is enough, enough? 

We in Palmetto Bay have a civility ordinance — a law that prohibits humiliating others. Yet 
Councilmember Cody violates it, again and again, without consequence. And now his 
most recent comment — about Charlie Kirk — crossed another line. He mocked sacred 
values: the respect we owe the dead, the respect we show to religion, the respect we give 
to grieving families. He inflamed the issue of gun violence by twisting the words of the 
Lord’s Prayer to link a gun manufacturer to the “fitting sacrifice” assassination of a young 
activist. 

In just a few words, he managed to denigrate faith, civic engagement, and basic human 
compassion. This was not leadership. This was cruelty. 
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Public office requires restraint, maturity, and respect for the community. An elected 
official must rise above provocation, not wallow in it. Steve Cody has shown, time and 
again, that he cannot or will not do so. 

The damage is spreading. I am receiving emails from across the country about him and 
about Palmetto Bay. Our residents are angry, our reputation is suffering, and our Village is 
being dragged down by one man’s reckless conduct. 

For the sake of our community, for the dignity of this council, and for the peace of the 
residents we serve — I say enough. Councilmember Cody should resign. 

And let me add this: now that we all fully understand the character of Councilmember 
Cody, if he refuses to resign, this council must act to preserve order, civility, and respect 
on this dais. For nearly two years, I have asked the Mayor to move my seat away from Steve 
Cody. His conduct is not only disruptive to the proper functioning of this council, it is also 
corrosive to my ability to serve with dignity and peace of mind. Tonight, in light of his 
continued behavior, I repeat that request with urgency. I ask the Mayor once again to move 
my seat on the dais away from Steve Cody — and to do so now. 
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EXHIBIT D:  
Statement from Councilmember Steve Cody Regarding  

Recent Social Media Post 
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EXHIBIT E:  
Social Media Post 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




