
in those who were afflict-
ed with the disease. 

So at a time when our 
world experiences fear, 
and a lack of connection 
not only with each other 
but with the created world, 
we can all be inspired by 
the “little, poor man of 
Assisi.” St. Francis, pray 
for us! 

My Family Leave               
Beginning on October 19, 
I will be going on an ex-
tended Family Medical 
Leave.   

My mother has a rapidly 
progressing form of Alz-
heimer’s and is no longer 
able to live in her home. 
We will be moving her to 
my home while we do all 
that is necessary to safely 
transition her into a care 
facility.  

While I know that this is 
the worst time for me to 
take a leave of absence, I 
feel confident that I am 
leaving you in very capa-
ble hands. In my absence, 
Sherry Farr and John 

From the Desk of Laura Barnett 

Welcome to our School! 
I am pleased to intro-
duce you to three stu-
dents who joined our 
school family this week.  
 
We welcome Delilah and 
Windsor Bushong to our 
PK3 class.  The twins 
are the daughter and son 
of Jessica Bushong.   
 

In second grade, we 
welcome Kinzley Gra-
ham who is rejoining 
our class.  She had been 

here in 4K and Kinder-
garten and so we are 
very happy to have her 
back with us again!  
Kinzley is the daughter 
of Michael and Jessica 
Graham. 
 

We welcome you all and 
are pleased to have you 
as a part of our school 
and the Xavier family! 
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Dates for your  

Calendar: 
 

 Friday, Oct. 16—

NO SCHOOL.  

Added professional 

day.   

 Friday, Oct. 23—

Paid Casual Day for 

Harbor House.  For 

25ȼ (or more if you 

like) students may 

wear casual clothing 

and help out this im-

portant community 

resource. 

 Thursday, Oct. 

29—Black/Orange 

or other Halloween 

themed Casual Day. 

 Friday, Oct. 30—

NO SCHOOL.  

End of the First  

Quarter and Record-

keeping Day. 

 Wednesday, Nov. 

4—Report Cards 

come home. 

 

Last Sunday was the feast 
of St. Francis of Assisi.  
He is one of my favorite 
saints and is a wonderful 
guide for all of us today.   

We are all aware of the 
fact that St. Francis is the 
patron saint of ecology and 
animals and of his connec-
tion to the wonders of crea-
tion.  But his love of the 
natural world is just an ex-
tension of his ability to see 
the face of God in all creat-
ed things.  His ability to 
listen and treat others with 
kindness was shown in his 
meeting with the Sultan. 
This was the time of the 
Crusades, and yet Francis 
was able to meet peaceful-
ly and respectfully with the 
Sultan.   

Francis was also able to 
cast aside his fears and em-
brace a leper as a brother. 
There was no cure for lep-
rosy, and Francis was un-
derstandably frightened to 
be in the presence of a per-
son with the disease.  But, 
his deep faith allowed him 
to see the suffering Christ 

Ravizza will be dealing 
with questions and issues 
as they come up.  Sherry 
will deal with day-to-day 
issues, while Dr. Ravizza 
will be on hand for any-
thing that needs his ap-
proval or administrative 
advice.   

I will also be working 
from home on Tuesday 
mornings and Thursday 
afternoons. I plan on 
keeping in touch so that 
when I am able to return, I 
will be fully aware of 
what has been happening. 
While you may email me, 
I may not get to check my 
email for several days at a 
time.  Beginning October 
19 it would be best to di-
rect your correspondence 
to Sherry Farr or John 
Ravizza, although please 
CC me on any email you 
wish me to see.  

Thank you for understand-
ing my need to take this 
time to provide care for 
my mom.  Please pray for 
her and for all who suffer 
from this disease. 



SSt. Francis Xavier Elementary– Marquette Newsletter       

I am very pleased to let you 
know that Melissa Marquardt 
has agreed to lead our Home 
and School Association this 
year.  She joins our other offic-
ers, Erin Doe—secretary, and 
Chrystal Kirchner—treasurer, as 
our officers for this year.  I look 
forward to working with these 
wonderful women and know 
that they will provide great lead-
ership.   

This year is different in so many 
ways, including our ability to 
have Home and School activi-
ties.  In a typical year, we would 
be planning our Color Run, our 
Pizza Bingo Night, and looking 
forward to Catholic Schools 
week.  We are hoping that, by 
the end of the year, we may be 
able to have some activities like 
these again. Until then, we will 
look for some new ways to help 
us connect as a school family. 

Other things will go on as usual, 
including the collection for staff 
Christmas gift cards, Thankful 
Thursdays, and helping class-
rooms celebrate holidays.   

All of us at school want to thank 
our Home and School officers, 
both past and present, for doing 
so much to contribute to the 
wonderful school atmosphere 
we all enjoy.    

A couple of people have 
asked about some of the col-
or choices that were availa-
ble for the Xavier wear that 
was recently offered for sale. 

It has been our policy and is 
written in the handbook, that 
on uniform days elementary 
students may only wear Xa-
vier wear that is red, white, 

or navy blue.  This follows 
our general uniform shirt reg-
ulations.   

Xavier wear of other colors 
can only be worn on desig-
nated spirit days or on casu-
al days.  We have those of-
ten enough that your child 
should get plenty of wear out 
of a grey or other colored 

Great Home and School News! 

Xavier Wear Reminder 

Health Reminders 
 A new cough; especially an 

uncontrolled cough or one 
that causes difficulty in breath-

ing. 

 Diarrhea, vomiting or ab-

dominal pain. 

 Onset of a headache, especial-

ly with a fever.  

 Loss of sense of taste and/or 

smell. 

 Chills. 

Symptoms of Covid often look 
like allergies, influenza or the 
common cold. In young children 
the symptoms may be minor and 

shirt if they wear them on 
those days.  

I hope this clears any confu-
sion you may have had in 
regard to these items. 

 

 

As our community struggles with 
the high number of Covid cases, 

you are reminded of the following: 

Covid-19 is an illness that is 
spread person to person through 
droplets created when we cough, 
sneeze, talk, sing or laugh.  Many 
people who get Covid-19 have 
mild symptoms, similar to having a 
cold or the flu. However, in oth-
ers it can cause serve illness.  For 
this reason, we ask you to keep 

your child home if they have: 

 A temperature of 100° F or 

more. 

 A sore throat 

may only include a runny nose or 

cough.   

We ask you to be our partner in 
allowing us to keep our schools 
safe and open.  If your child is not 
feeling well, please keep them 
home. In past years, all of us have 
asked students with mild cold 
symptoms or a mild tummy ache 
to stay in school. This year, we 
will most likely ask you to pick 
him/her up.  We know that this 
can be a burden on working par-
ents, but we also know that we all 
value having our schools open.  
Thank you in advance for keeping 
our staff and students safe and 

healthy! 


