
WE GATHER TO WORSHIP 

 

POEM Pat Badger 

“The Joins” by Chana Bloch  

(Kintsugi is the Japanese art of mending precious pottery with gold.) 

 

What's between us 

seems flexible as the webbing 

between forefinger and thumb. 
 

Seems flexible but isn't; 

what's between us 

is made of clay 

 

like any cup on the shelf. 

It shatters easily. Repair 

becomes the task. 
 

We glue the wounded edges 

with tentative fingers. 

Scar tissue is visible history 

 

and the cup is precious to us 

because 

we saved it. 
 

In the art of kintsugi 

a potter repairing a broken cup 

would sprinkle the resin 

 

with powered gold 

Sometimes the joins 

are so exquisite 

 

they say the potter 

may have broken the cup 

just so he could mend it. 

 

PRELUDE “Largo” by Benedetto Marcello

  Alejandro Alumbreros 



 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

We gather here in your presence, God. 

In our need and bringing with us the needs of the world. 

We come to you, for you come to us in Jesus, 

And you know by experience what human life is like. 

We come with our faith and with our doubts; 

We come with our hopes and with our fears. 

We come as we are, because you invite us to be here; 

And you have promised never to turn us away. 

 

OPENING HYMN ”Take My Life” 

  Mark Paffrath 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Gracious Redeemer: 

your touch heals our wounds, your peace quiets our strife,  

and your grace cleanses our hearts. 

Yet so often we turn from you to seek more exotic voices and 

get-rich-quick healers who leave us broke and worse for wear. 

 

Forgive us; desperation and exhaustion often make us foolish. 

By the breath of your Spirit, breathe quickening life into our 

fainting faith, and renew us in resilient and steadfast hope.  

This we pray in the name of your incarnate word and our hope, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news! 

Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 

The old life has gone; 

a new life has begun. 

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 

Know that the Spirit of the risen Christ inspirits you and rejoice. 

Amen. 

 

PASSING THE PEACE 

Since God has made us the blessed community,  

the Church, let us greet one another,  

in whatever way we can,  

with the peace and joy of Christ. 

Peace and joy be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Shall We Gather at the River” 

  Pat Badger & Mark Paffrath 

 



 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE I Kings 19:1-15

  Larry Dickerson 

   Luke 8:26-39  

  Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

SERMON    “In Our Right Minds” 

  Rev. Dr. Mark McDonough 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 

MUSIC FOR REFLECTION Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY “Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 

  Mark Paffrath 

 

SERVICE OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

There are different gifts, 

But it is the same Spirit who gives them. 

There are different ways of serving God, 

But it is the same Lord who is served. 

God works through different people in different ways. 

But it is the same Lord who achieves God's  

purposes through them all. 

Each one is given gifts by the Spirit, 

To use for the common good. 

Together we are the body of Christ, 

And individually members of him. 

 

PRAYER 

God of grace, who called us to a common ministry as ambassadors of Christ, 

trusting us with the message of reconciliation: give us courage and discipline 

to follow where your servants rightly lead us; that together we may declare 

your wonderful deeds and show your love to the world; through Jesus Christ 

the Lord of all.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temp-

tation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever. ~ Amen. 

 



 

 

GOING FORTH TO MINISTER 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Here I Am, Lord” 

  Alejandro Alumbreros 

 

BENEDICTION 

May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ go with you, 

    wherever he may send you. 

May he guide you through the wilderness, 

    protect you through the storm. 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

    at the wonders he has shown you. 

May he bring you home rejoicing 

    once again into our doors. 
 

POSTLUDE “Moderato” by C. Ett 

  Alejandro Alumbreros 


