
SHABBAT MESSAGE
FEBRUARY 12, 2021

Hi Everyone. 

I hope you’ve had a great week!  A few weeks ago I shared with you the Alliance’s new strategic plan.  Since 
July, we’ve been hard at work implementing parts of the plan, including our work to address anti-Semitism. 
Unfortunately, it’s no secret that like other forms of hate, anti-Semitism is on the rise throughout our country. 
Personally, I still cannot get the image from my head of the insurrectionist who stormed the Capitol in a “Camp 
Auschwitz” shirt.  We heard again and again from community members during our strategic planning process 
that confronting anti-Semitism should be a focus of the Alliance.  We agree.

One of the difficult parts of addressing anti-Semitism and other forms of hate though, is that it is difficult to 
quantify how widespread it is.  Many anti-Semitic acts don’t rise to the level of a crime, even though they are 
just as awful and rooted in hatred.  To address this the Alliance is launching an online anti-Semitism tracker. 
This tool allows members of the community to let us know when they have been the victim of an anti-Semitic 
incident. It will allow us to have a sense of what types of anti-Semitism exist in Rhode Island, whether there 
are any patterns as to their location or their frequency, and if the person reporting the incident is comfortable 
with it, allowing us to follow up to offer additional resources.  We’ll also be able to share the data with 
municipalities and law enforcement, and address challenges before they grow.  This data will also be essential in 
helping us build a holistic and long-term strategy to address rising hatred in our state.

If you are the victim of an anti-Semitic act, and you feel comfortable reporting it, please visit 
jewishallianceri.org/report-it/ to provide us the details.  Your report will stay confidential, and no information 
will be disclosed without your permission.  Together, we can take the first step of understanding the magnitude 
of this problem in our community, so that we can address it.

Finally today, a follow up on another part of our strategic plan.  The strategic planning process also made clear 
how beautiful and diverse our Rhode Island Jewish community is.  At the Alliance, we work incredibly hard 
to make sure our Board of Directors and our committees reflect that fact and that our community includes 
people from all walks of life.  In an effort to create even more participation, we want to invite you to express 
interest in serving on a committee or our Board at the Alliance.  You can fill out an interest form at 
jewishallianceri.org/joinus/.  With your help and support, we can continue to create the strong, vibrant 
community we all desire.

Until next week, I wish you a safe, peaceful, and joyous Shabbat. 

Shabbat Shalom!

Adam Greenman
President & CEO
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