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Hi Everyone. 

I hope you’ve had a great week! Over the last 10 months, I think many of us have spent more hours outside 
than we would in a normal year.  Many of us have discovered the power of a brisk walk during our work day 
and a family hike on Sundays as a safe way to be together.  Being in nature is powerful and energizing, and has 
been one of the few joys of the Covid-19 era.

This week we celebrated Tu B’Shevat, the New Year for the trees. I have always found this holiday particularly 
poignant.  The fact that our Jewish tradition takes the time to celebrate the power of trees and environment is 
so wonderful.  It is even more meaningful at a time where climate change continues to be one of the existential 
challenges we face as a global community.

Here at the Jewish Alliance we celebrated the holiday in a number of ways. Through our PJ Library program, 
50 children received a special Tu B’Shevat activity kit, with exciting and tactile projects to keep kids engaged 
and connected to the holiday, and participate in a planting of their own!  Our children at the David C. Isenberg 
Family Early Childhood Center are growing plants and learning about the beauty of our planet.  Earlier this 
week, the Alliance was once again awarded the Hazon Seal of Sustainability, which recognizes us as a national 
leader in sustainability efforts.  And as the solar field nears completion, the Alliance will soon be getting all its 
electricity from renewable sources.

But our actions must go beyond our building and even our community.  Environmental justice remains a 
core focus area of our Community Relations Council, and as the state legislature ramps up its work, we look 
forward to supporting efforts to improve our environment and address climate change.  We are also planning 
some exciting programs in the spring and summer that will highlight the importance of supporting our local 
economies and farms, to build a sustainable state and future for all of us.

At a Tefilah service last Sunday at Temple Habonim, Rabbi Howard Voss-Altman and David Perolman, the song 
leader, shared a Midrash on the Garden of Eden.  In it, God shares with Adam the beauty of the land and states, 
“Be careful not to spoil or destroy my world. For if you do, there will be no one here to repair it.”

An important reminder that we all must think about how we leave this world better than we found it. 
Until next time I wish you a safe, peaceful, and joyous Shabbat. 

Shabbat Shalom!

Adam Greenman
President & CEO


