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Control of Congress is on the line as Republicans work to preserve their governing trifecta and
Democrats seek a path back to the majority. Democratic success will depend on expanding the

map and flipping seats in Republican-leaning districts and states, while both parties increasingly
focus their resources on a narrow set of battleground races that will ultimately determine

control of Congress.



"Across the country, organizations aren't looking for
partisan answers; they're looking for honest analysis,
thoughtful guidance, and a clear understanding of how
political and policy developments may impact their
business. At Michael Best Strategies, our bipartisan team
provides the balanced perspective and strategic insight
clients need to navigate a rapidly changing political
landscape and move forward with confidence."

Alison Prange, Managing Director of Michael Best
Strategies
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"The battle for control of Congress will come down
to a dozen or so highly competitive races where
every vote matters. In many districts and states, the
difference between victory and defeat could be
measured in hundreds, not tens of thousands, of
votes. With so much uncertainty remaining,
organizations should avoid assuming any outcome
and instead prepare for multiple scenarios heading
into Election Day."

“While the political environment continues to
evolve, it's important to remember that there is still
significant time between now and Election Day.
Both parties have opportunities to make their case
to voters, and events at the national, state, and local
levels will continue to shape the electoral
landscape. History has shown that campaigns are
rarely decided months in advance, which is why
organizations should pay close attention to
dynamics that will emerge in the final stretch."﻿

 

Key Senate Races

State Rating* Why It Matters

Georgia
Jon Ossoff (D) vs Mike Collins (R)

Lean D Incumbent Sen. Jon Ossoff (D-GA) is
defending one of Democrats' most
vulnerable seats. Georgia remains a
closely divided battleground and is
likely to be one of the most expensive
Senate races in the nation.

Michigan
Mike Rodgers (R) vs Abdul El-Sayed

(D)

Toss Up The retirement of Sen. Gary Peters (D-
MI) creates a highly competitive open
seat in a true swing state. Both parties
view Michigan as a top-tier race
critical to Senate control.

North Carolina
Roy Cooper (D) vs Michael Whatley

(R)

Lean D The retirement of Sen. Thom Tillis (R-
NC) creates one of the premier open-
seat races of the cycle. This race is
widely viewed as Democrats' best
pickup opportunity.

Maine
Susan Collins (R) vs Troy Jackson (D)

Toss Up Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) seeks
reelection in a state that often votes
differently from the national political
environment. Democrats continue to
view Maine as a top pickup
opportunity.

Texas
James Talarico (D) vs Ken Paxton (R)

Toss Up Ken Paxton must defend a seat in a
state Republicans still strongly favor,
but Democrats see an opportunity to
force Republicans to spend resources
in a traditionally safe state.

Iowa
Ashley Hinson (R) vs Josh Turek (D)

Toss Up Sen. Joni Ernst's retirement has
transformed Iowa into a potential
battleground. Open-seat dynamics
and competitive candidates on both
sides have elevated the race's national
profile.



New Hampshire
Chris Pappas (D) vs John Sununu (R)

Lean D Sen. Jeanne Shaheen's retirement
creates a competitive open-seat
contest in a state that continues to
play an outsized role in Senate
majority calculations.

*Rating is generated by Cook Political Report

Source: National Journal Presentation Center

Michael Best Strategies Analysis
The path to Senate control runs through a narrow set of battleground
states. Democrats must protect key seats in Georgia and Michigan while
capitalizing on pickup opportunities in North Carolina and Maine. At the
same time, competitive contests in Texas, Ohio, Iowa, and New
Hampshire will test each party's ability to expand the map and could
prove decisive in determining the Senate majority.

Key House Races

District Rating* Why It Matters

MI-07
Tom Barrett (R) vs William Lawrence

(D)

Toss Up Given the district's history of narrow
margins and its overlap with the
Michigan Senate battleground, both
parties are expected to heavily invest
in the race.

PA-07
Ryan Mackenzie (R) vs Robert Brooks

(D)

Toss Up The suburban district has frequently
been targeted by both parties and is
likely to serve as a bellwether for
broader voter sentiment in the
Northeast.



CA-13
Adam Gray (D) vs Kevin Lincoln (R)

Lean D Located in California's Central Valley,
the 13th District remains highly
competitive and is viewed as a critical
component of Democrats' path to
regaining House seats.

AZ-01
Amish Shah (D) vs Thomas Feely (R)

Toss Up Arizona's 1st District remains one of
the most competitive districts in the
Southwest. With Arizona continuing
to be a key political battleground,
both parties view this seat as
essential to their House majority
strategy.

NC-01
Don Davis (D) vs Laurie Buckhout (R)

Lean R North Carolina's 1st District is
expected to remain competitive
despite recent redistricting and
demographic changes. National party
committees are likely to devote
substantial resources to the race
given its importance to the overall
House map.

NE-02
Denise Powell (D) vs Brinker Harding

(R)

Lean D Nebraska's 2nd District continues to
be one of the most politically
competitive districts in the Midwest.
As a district that routinely draws
national attention in both
congressional and presidential
elections, it remains a high-priority
target for both parties.

*Rating is generated by Cook Political Report

Source: National Journal Presentation Center



Michael Best Strategies Analysis
Control of the House is likely to be decided in a relatively small
number of highly competitive districts concentrated in suburban
and exurban communities. Michigan, Pennsylvania, Arizona, North
Carolina, California, and Nebraska will serve as key testing
grounds for voter attitudes on economic conditions, immigration,
healthcare, and the Trump Administration. While dozens of
districts will be contested, a handful of seats such as MI-07, PA-07,
CA-13, and AZ-01 are likely to emerge as the true tipping-point
races that determine House control.

Policy and Industry Impacts
Across all sectors, the most significant impact of the 2026 midterm elections may not be the passage of

major new legislation, but rather shifts in committee leadership, oversight priorities, federal funding
decisions, and the broader policy agenda heading into the second half of the presidential term. For many

industries, congressional investigations and regulatory oversight could prove as consequential as
legislative action itself.

Trade
Trade policy will remain a major focus regardless of which
party controls Congress, though priorities and approaches
could diverge significantly. Republicans are likely to emphasize
trade enforcement, tariff authorities, supply chain security, and
efforts to counter China's economic influence through
measures such as Section 301 tariffs, investment screening, and
reshoring incentives. Democrats are expected to emphasize
labor standards, supply chain resiliency, and the affordability
implications of trade policy, while raising concerns about the
economic impact of unilateral tariffs on U.S. consumers and
businesses. Despite these differences, bipartisan support for
domestic manufacturing, economic security, and strengthening
critical supply chains is likely to keep trade at the forefront of
the congressional agenda following the 2026 midterms.﻿

See the Michael Best Strategies Trade Alert

https://rnn4sp8ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_Lw9cW6COVJaCrFpNZ1o_39II5ywazxyGPMgER4VaXmodFfA2o-whch612GqK8pSHp19Tk591Oe7pa5Dfc7W-jUXqrO6QBD2BlS5gyZv97SuFB8dbSXU8WIntqLBUpJcSlkGgOJ1ZNqS35ck_rLnXw_6wxkei1xVUVZCxFu0PFlng7uH4b_pZ9CdP7_x1iReuzkJdpNCybWGiaiBceWRNN7lJO7diTcXob4ed_gfQ-Tdnflu-q8fZnaxat-Ifr3qRc2R6Hy7nWyqKm44pHt29XXGPynijreAhS47-K1UdEWuZer52rO1rjG081L1fEhPTI3OUYHPKe01Q6hEPoWxm8oyo7RaNn0sIerYObNnyFM=&c=l4jsLZNNhjWdC5VeIzd5iCXrf_5s5eV2SMll3txxdBcSgglv41FQpA==&ch=xq46lsjrZBNRwbhJ1tMhBglJH5b07QLsAib4FVZMfpU4WXxWhjHuhA==


Energy
Election outcomes could significantly influence
congressional oversight of energy and environmental
policy. Republicans are expected to prioritize domestic
energy production, permitting reform, grid reliability,
and energy security, while continuing efforts to
streamline project development and strengthen U.S.
energy independence. Democrats are expected to
emphasize restoring clean energy incentives reduced
by recent legislation, supporting renewable energy
deployment, and scrutinizing administration actions
that have affected wind, solar, and other energy
infrastructure projects. Despite differing approaches,
both parties are likely to remain focused on meeting
rising electricity demand, modernizing energy
infrastructure, and strengthening domestic supply
chains critical to long-term energy security.

Defense
Defense policy is likely to remain a bipartisan priority following the
2026 midterms, though debates over spending levels and oversight
could become more pronounced. Republicans are expected to
advocate for increased investments in military readiness,
shipbuilding, munitions production, and strategic competition with
China, while supporting efforts to strengthen the defense industrial
base. Democrats are likely to emphasize defense modernization,
emerging technologies, cybersecurity, and increased oversight of
defense procurement and contracting practices, while scrutinizing
military engagements abroad and broader national security strategy.
Congressional leadership and Armed Services Committee priorities
will play a key role in shaping future authorization, appropriations,
and oversight activities.

Manufacturing
Manufacturing policy will remain closely tied to supply
chain resilience, trade policy, workforce development, and
domestic production incentives. Republicans are likely to
continue emphasizing reshoring efforts, regulatory relief,
and trade enforcement measures, particularly concerning
China. Democrats may focus on strengthening domestic
manufacturing through targeted federal investments,
workforce initiatives, and clean-energy supply chain
programs. Both parties are expected to support efforts that
enhance U.S. competitiveness, strengthen critical supply
chains, and expand domestic production capacity.



Healthcare
Healthcare policy will continue to be shaped by committee
leadership, congressional oversight, and broader fiscal debates
following the 2026 midterms. Republicans are likely to focus on
reducing regulatory burdens, increasing scrutiny of federal
healthcare spending, and advancing targeted reforms related to drug
pricing, insurance markets, and healthcare transparency. Democrats
are expected to prioritize protecting and strengthening the
Affordable Care Act, restoring enhanced premium subsidies,
lowering prescription drug costs, and expanding access to affordable
healthcare coverage. Regardless of the outcome, policymakers in
both parties are likely to remain focused on PBM reform, healthcare
workforce shortages, and improving patient access to care, although
significant differences will persist regarding the federal
government's role in the healthcare system.

State-Level Insights
Michael Best Strategies publishes weekly Wisconsin Capitol
Insights and Illinois Capitol Insights reports to help clients
stay informed on emerging legislative priorities, regulatory
developments, and political trends at the state level.

View State Insights
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