
THE LIFE OF FANNY CROSBY, HYMNIST 1 

March is Women’s History Month 
The Life of Fanny Crosby, Hymnist 

Fanny Crosby was an American mission worker, poet, lyricist, and 
composer, who wrote more than 9,000 hymns during her life. Among 
them are “Blessed Assurance,” “I am Thine O Lord,” “All the Way My 
Savior Leads Me,” “To God Be the Glory,” “Pass Me Not, O Gentle 
Savior,” “Safe in the Arms of Jesus,” “Rescue the Perishing,” and “Jesus 
Keep Me Near the Cross.” 

Born in 1820 in Putnam County, New York, Crosby lost her sight to an 
eye infection and medical malpractice at the age of six weeks. The 
infection eventually relented, but the mistreatment left her blind. A few 
months later, Crosby’s father died. Her mother was forced to find work as 
a maid to support the family, and Fanny was mostly raised by her 
Christian grandmother. She nonetheless grew up an active and happy 

child. From 1835 to 1843 she attended the New York Institution for the Blind in New York City. Her 
inclination to versify was encouraged by a visiting Scottish phrenologist, who examined her and 
proclaimed her a poet.  

In 1841, Fanny contributed to the New York Herald a poetic eulogy on President William Henry 
Harrison and subsequently published verses in other newspapers. In 1844 she published her first 
volume, The Blind Girl and Other Poems, and in 1851 her second, Monterey and Other Poems.  

Fanny then began writing verses for music, becoming a prolific hymnist. She went on to write 
countless hymns, including many for evangelist and publisher Dwight L. Moody, and she gave 
numerous inspirational speeches to audiences across the United States.  

Through her ministry and preaching, Fanny also supported several New York City rescue missions, 
considering these as opportunities to offer hope and to lead people to the decision to follow Jesus 
Christ. In fact, many of her hymns were inspired by her missions work. For thirty-five years Fanny 
moved about the slums of New York, living among the poor and working to improve their physical and 
spiritual lives. 

After living a fruitful life and creating a lasting legacy, Fanny died in 1915 at the age of ninety-four. 
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