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Deacon Alonzo Cockrell: Servant of the Lord 
By Auburn Mann 

 
“Lord, if you get me out of here alive, I will serve you until the day I die.” 

 
This was the prayer of Alonzo Cockrell in 1968 after being drafted out of his 
sophomore year at Knoxville College and deployed during one of the most violent 
periods of the Vietnam War.  
 
For Alonzo, who was originally from Birmingham, Alabama, and the son of Pastor 

Fred Cockrell of Bethlehem Primitive Baptist, church was simply a part of life. Although he grew up 
in the church, he was “living off the prayers of my parents at the time,” since he had not yet accepted 
Jesus Christ for himself.  
 
Before he left for college, his mother, Nellie, imparted the wisdom from 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to pray 
without ceasing. She reminded him to always seek the Lord’s guidance in every major decision and 
circumstance. “Before every important exam, interview or decision, pray and ask for God’s help,” 
Alonzo’s mother told him. 
 
This was more important than ever as he faced the horrific realities of war. Alonzo was stationed in 
Fort Lee, Virginia, deploying to the Pleiku Central Highlands region of Vietnam.  
 
Ultimately, God honored his prayer, and Alonzo went on to fulfill his promise to the Lord to serve 
Him. When his tour concluded, he reenrolled at Knoxville in January of 1970, eventually graduating 
with his bachelor’s degree in business administration.  
 
After a couple of years working at Eastman Kodak in Rochester, New York, Alonzo went on to 
graduate school in pursuit of an MBA, setting the stage for the formation of his career and the courting 
of his future wife. The Lord led him to enroll at the University of Illinois, where he began praying for a 
bride.  
 
One day he heard a knock on his door. A young was lady selling chicken dinners for her church. At 
this point, Alonzo was living off of peanut butter crackers and sardines. When she learned of this, the 
young lady instantly had compassion and invited him to a Sunday dinner that she would host with her 
girlfriends. The one condition was that Alonzo and his roommates had to go to church that morning. 
Needless to say, the young men took them up on the offer. 
 
Alonzo ultimately joined the church and was baptized. Since finance was Alonzo’s business school 
concentration, it was not long before he was called for service to the church’s trustee board. Then, on 
October 6, 1973, Alonzo and Carolyn were married right on the school campus. The following spring, 
Alonzo graduated with an MBA – and an analyst job in Detroit.  
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God blessed Alonzo with a promising career; an equally-yoked wife, with whom he remains in joyful 
holy matrimony; a beautiful family (as they eventually had two children); and most importantly, a 
growing relationship with the Lord.  
  
In the late 1970s, the Cockrells moved to Corning, New York, after Alonzo took an auditor position 
with Corning, Inc. They joined the Friendship Baptist Church of Corning, where Alonzo was ordained 
as a deacon. Work then took Deacon Cockrell and his family to the Midwest again, then back to 
upstate New York, then on to rural Pennsylvania, and eventually to the Washington, D.C., area, where 
he joined an accounting firm that provided services to government contractors. 
 
Through it all, Christ has remained the center of Deacon Cockrell’s life. “Every time we would move, 
we would ask God to lead and guide us to a church where we could continue to serve Him and get help 
among a supportive Christian community.” Deacon Cockrell found himself in positions where he was 
forced to grow in his faith and knowledge of God. He served as a trustee, deacon, and Bible Study and 
Sunday School teacher. According to Deacon Cockrell, “Just seeing how God sustained us through all 
these trials, has actually increased our faith and grown me spiritually.”   
 
Deacon Cockrell retired in 2012 after a second stint with Corning. The next year, the Cockrells moved 
back to Maryland and joined TPCBC. He and Carolyn have a son, Amory, who lives in Silver Spring 
with their two grandchildren. Their daughter Kimberly resides in Dallas.  
 
On Tuesday nights, Deacon Alonzo Cockrell can be found leading Bible Study classes at TPCBC, 
modeling his methods after his Savior, in order to become “a master teacher like Jesus Christ.” He can 
also be seen on Sundays as a faithful member of the Deacon Ministry, or any day of the week planting 
fruits and vegetables for the budding Gardening and Wellness Ministry. Deacon Cockrell continues to 
live out the commitment he made to God fifty years ago in the war-torn trenches of Central Vietnam.  
 


