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2019 TPCBC “Man of the Year” 
Servant Leader Award 
By Dr. Bob Brown and George Hudgens, Deacon 
 

The following article highlights a 2019 TPCBC notice that still warrants recognition today… 
 

Michael Franklin, director of the TPCBC Kid Connections Ministry, was 
named the 2019 “Man of the Year” by the Men’s Ministry, receiving the 
Annual Jaronza “Jay” Ellis Servant Leader Award. 
 
Our church has been blessed over the years with a rich cadre of men who 
meet the high standards for the “Man of the Year” Servant Leader Award. 
This annual recognition is named after the late Deacon Jaronza “Jay” Ellis, 
who modeled by word and deed the attributes of a Godly man in his home, 
church and community. His tradition is anchored in 1 Thessalonians 1:7-8, 
where Apostle Paul praised the Thessalonians for their examples of 

Christian living as, “a model worthy of imitation by other Christians.” 
 
Michael Franklin definitely lives a Christian life worth imitating. This is evidenced by his faith and 
eagerness to spread the Gospel at home, in the community and abroad. It is impossible to overstate the 
positive image and substantive work of this physically impressive black man as he circles among and 
passionately ministers to TPCBC youth each week.  
 
You will find him spending tireless hours at home and at church preparing materials for Kid 
Connections children and their families. He directs, guides, and teaches biblical values to our 
developing youth, and he seeks out courses that help him develop into an even more effective teacher 
and leader in discharging his duties and responsibilities. 
 
To put in perspective Michael’s mission, only two percent of teachers in the United States are black 
men. William Hays of Philadelphia points out that children are brought up in this country to fear black 
men, and putting a black man in front of a classroom does a lot to shift how children perceive black 
men.* Michael is surely shifting that perception in the most positive way. 
 
And let it be known, Michael is not a “Johnnie One-Note.” He is an active member of the Missions 
Ministry and has traveled nationally and internationally on short-term missions teams. Michael also 
serves with the Evangelism Ministry and the Prayer Ministry, occasionally moderating the Prayer Line. 
 
The Men’s Ministry is pleased and proud to honor Bro. Michael Franklin as the 2019 Man of the Year 
Servant Leader. 
 
 
*Source: “A Fellowship of the Few: Black Male Teachers in America’s Classroom,” American Public 
Media, Emily Hanford, August 8, 2017 (Draft, Bob Brown, 6-18-19) 


