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The future is bright.  
 
The creativity and anointing and exceptional gifts of the young adult population were on full display 
for the IMPACT Ministry’s “Then & Now” presentation in July in celebration of The People’s 
Community Baptist Church’s 40th Anniversary. What was instantly received was that this generation 
is not only excited about the possibilities to come, but is also willing, ready, and able to take the reigns 
and engage fully in the work of the Kingdom now.  
 
To God be the glory for the bold and unashamed way in which He was praised by these young people, 
from the food and fellowship to the ministering through song to the proclamation and teaching. The 
diversity of exchange; honoring the traditions of the past and the advancements of our present age; 
garnering a greater understanding of the culture within which we are called to minister; and modifying 
the method while remaining true to the Messenger and message – these were merely a few takeaways 
of such a rich and layered evening.  
 
Walking into the space, one could sense a fire, an energy and passion not easily extinguished: from the 
kitchen in the Norwood Center, where Thomas Squire and team worked feverishly to prepare an 
exceptional offering of foods and desserts that warmed the hearts of the multitude, to the Sanctuary, 
where 9FiveOne and Mandela Simmons, with their powerful renditions of gospel music, ushered the 
Spirit into our midst, creating an atmosphere of power and worship, to Pastor Bobby Manning, who 
skillfully broke through and down the many facets of each generation, opening our eyes to the unique 
qualities and characteristics of each.  
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The question that begs to be asked: What’s next? Was this simply a spectacle, a celebration? Or does 
the church intend to use this year’s anniversary theme of “Equipping & Empowering the Next 
Generation” as a catalyst to begin seriously discerning the “who and what and when and where and 
why and how” around the formation of the church’s next steps, its legacy – what it will leave this and 
subsequent generations to follow?  
 
Tomorrow is rapidly becoming today. Will our church stand as a monument to the glory of God in 
years to come, or will we be cited as a cautionary tale for our inability to detect the shift God has 
ordained? 
 


