
 
 

CALLED AT A YOUNG AGE PAGE 1 

 

Called at a Young Age 
By Auburn Mann 
 

From a very early age, Minister O’Brien “OB” Wimbish 
knew and loved God. He was blessed with two parents that 
were on fire for the Lord and cultivated a Christ-centered 
household. His father, Clevester Wimbish, was a young 
preacher at the family church, Mt. Joy Baptist Church in 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Church was a huge part of OB’s environment growing up, 
and it influenced everything, from his education to his play. 
He and his siblings began their schooling at the Riverdale 

Baptist Church preschool in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. It was there that OB first heard and 
understood the Gospel under the instruction of his kindergarten teacher Ms. Randall. 
 
“I remember, vividly, one day coming home from school and running upstairs. At the top of the 
stairwell I knelt down in front of a hallway mirror and asked God to forgive me for my sins and to save 
me and told Him that I wanted to follow Him for the rest of my life.” When OB told his family about 
this prayer, he was baptized at Mt. Joy by his father.  
 
There were even times when OB and his young friends would play church, where they would set up 
chairs in the backyard and invite all the neighborhood kids to come, and some children would pretend 
to be the choir and sing, others would take up mock offerings, and OB would serve as the preacher, 
creating sermons about Sunday school Bible stories. 
 
As OB approached middle school, his father sold the store he owned to pursue full-time ministry. 
Although, this endeavor would eventually grow into Community Bible Baptist Church (presently 
located in Lanham, Maryland), it began as a modest ministry set in their basement. This transition 
caused a financial strain on the family, and OB and his siblings were forced to leave their pricey 
private schools. 
 
When the Wimbish family moved from to Upper Marlboro, his life gradually begin to shift to a 
worldlier conduct. His grades began to slip and his parents took him out of football as punishment. He 
began to fall in with the wrong crowd. His grades plummeted to unprecedented lows.  
 
All the while, OB was still attending church, going to Bible study and Vacation Bible School, but was 
he simply going through the motions while living deep in sin. “I still had a heart for God and people, 
but by this point I had tasted the world as well.”  
 
This downward spiral culminated when OB was expelled from Largo High school. After telling his 
family about his situation later that evening, instead of the beating he anxiously anticipated, he got a 
reaction that permanently altered his outlook and the trajectory of his life. 
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“Our family is under attack,” his father said. “The devil wants to destroy this family. O’Brien, I’m not 
going to whip you, but the world will whip you if you don’t return to the Lord.” For the rest of the 
night, the Wimbishes just prayed as a family.  
 
“That night transformed my life -- to experience grace, to experience love, to experience discernment, 
to experience hope, to experience faith during one of the darkest hours of my life.”  
 
OB began to read voraciously, especially diving into the Bible during his increased free time. He also 
shadowed his father, which strengthened their relationship.  
 
The next school year his parents enrolled OB in the high school at Riverdale Baptist Church. There, he 
was exposed to and networked with peers who poured into and disciple him. God really began to move 
in his life. OB began to lead Bible studies and teach Sunday school classes. He participated in 
community service and reignited his fire for the Lord. 
 
One night, OB felt the Holy Spirit come over him. Before he could get into his bed, he fell on the floor 
crying, “Lord, whatever you want me to do, just use me. Wherever you want me to go, I’ll go. 
Whoever you want me to talk to, I will. Take my heart, take my eyes, take my mouth.” 
 
A few days later at church, everyone was congratulating him. Confused, OB asked what he did to 
deserve the applause. To his surprise, they said, “Your father told us that you were called to the 
ministry.” 
 
When OB asked his father about this, his dad revealed to him a dream he had had the previous night. 
“In my dream, I heard two voices preaching, one voice I knew distinctly was yours.” When Clevester 
awoke, he prayed and sensed God telling him to “get out of O’Brien’s way. I called him to preach the 
Gospel.”  
 
The summer before his senior year in high school, OB felt a calling to go back to Largo and minister to 
students there. After prayer and discussion with his parents and spiritual advisors at Riverdale, OB 
accepted his calling.  
 
OB’s ministry at Largo High School birthed a culture of prayer and worship within the public school. 
The group of five or six students, known as “Make It Plain,” that began as a prayer circle in the 
cafeteria, swelled in size to over 300 kids by mid-year. Students and teachers regularly dropped off 
prayer requests. The school choir even began to partner, and spinoff groups in other local high schools 
were created. 
 
OB graduated that spring and headed off to Morris College in South Carolina. Soon after, in 2006, he 
was ordained at his father’s church, and in 2009, Min. OB came to TPCBC as the new Minister to 
Youth. And to this day, Min. OB continues to pour into the spiritual lives of TPCBC young people. 
 
Min. OB and his wife, Ja’nell, met in middle school. They later attended prom together, then married 
in 2007. Today, they have three young sons, Caleb, age 9; 5 year-old Isaiah; and Josiah, age 4. The 
family makes their home in Temple Hills, Maryland.  


