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In the Beginning: TPCBC 
By Auburn Mann 

 
In 2 Chronicles 15:7, it is written “But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be 
rewarded.” This principle is a key ingredient of success. Relentless perseverance is often the reason 
why an aspiring athlete makes it to the professional realm of his sport or a teenager walks across the 
stage to receive her diploma. It marks a successful marriage and a life of achievement. 
 
This same tenet was a driving force behind the establishing of The People’s Community Baptist 
Church (TPCBC) by the Rev. Dr. Thomas Jeremiah “T.J.” Baltimore. In the spring of 1978, a young 
Pastor Baltimore resigned from his position of five years at Turner Memorial Baptist Church in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to follow a calling to raise up a new church. Dr. Baltimore was led to plant 
this new church in Silver Spring, Maryland. After meeting with a few close friends, a name for the 
church was decided upon: The People’s Community Baptist Church, to represent a place where people 
could come from all directions to worship God and advance His will in the community. 
 
Despite the doubts and apprehension, including some from family members, Pastor Baltimore held 
firm to his convictions and enlisted the aid of a few relatives. His brother Calvin Baltimore helped with 
the legal incorporations, while another brother, Phil Baltimore, negotiated with local schools to reserve 
space on Sundays, and paid the lease and organist. Pastor Baltimore even involved his children, nieces, 
and nephews, sending them to school with flyers to pass out to classmates to be shared with their 
families. Phil ultimately secured a lease to use the auditorium at John F. Kennedy High School. On the 
first weekend in August, TPCBC held its first service entitled “Founder’s Day.” 
 
By 1983, TPCBC was one of the most well-known houses of worship for African American families in 
Montgomery County. It was a thriving church that soon needed its own building. Pastor Baltimore and 
Phil Baltimore began the search for locations with enough land to build the church. They stumbled 
upon some spacious, black-owned property at 31 Norwood Road, and knew right away that it was the 
perfect location for the church.  
 
After negotiating a price for the land, they faced the challenge of securing a bank loan, which was 
especially difficult for a fairly new church. Following their fair share of rejections from potential 
investors, Calvin finally persuaded an investor to provide 60 percent of the purchase price, as long as 
the church covered the 40 percent balance, plus all related costs. Both Pastor Baltimore and Calvin 
signed the agreement.  
 
Pastor Baltimore’s announcement that the agreement had been made inspired church members to 
donate and pledge enough funds to cover all of the closing and related costs. Within 30 days, they 
closed on the loan and secured the property.   
 
Now they had to construct the actual facility. Pastor Baltimore and Calvin, met with the American 
Baptist Convention (now American Baptist Churches USA) to share their vision in the hope of 
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qualifying for construction funding. After several weeks of discussions, funding was agreed upon and 
the preliminary building plans were submitted to the architect. 
 
The American Baptist Convention agreed to subsidize the project in three phases, and its progression 
would be contingent on the quota level increases in membership. In the spring of 1984, work began on 
what we consider today to be the extended sanctuary. This was the Phase One. Three years later, in 
Phase Two, the sanctuary was completed. Phase Three included the construction of the education 
wing, and eventually the Norwood Center, which was completed in 1998. 
 
Pastor Baltimore’s death in 2003 ushered in a period of transition, which culminated with the 
appointment of Dr. Haywood A. Robinson, III, in 2005, as TPCBC’s new pastor and leader. 
 
Over the years, The People’s Community Baptist Church has continued to grow and flourish. By 
God’s grace and favor, and because of the steadfast spirit of Pastor T.J. Baltimore, his brothers Calvin 
and Phil and their fellow pioneers, Pastor Robinson, and all who have called this church ‘home,’ 
TPCBC has been a force for Christ locally, nationally, and globally, through evangelistic outreach, 
international missions, political activism – and simple kindness to our neighbors.  
 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.  
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand watch in vain.” Psalm 127:1 

 


