
Online Bridge Best Practices  

Revoking and leading out of turn are impossible. 

You must “self-Alert.” 

Because you are only alerting the opponents, and only asking questions of one or both 
opponents, that particular vehicle for unauthorized Information has been eliminated. 
This will save a lot of arguments and bad feelings. 

Breaks in tempo are awkward. At the table, if somebody is taking a lot of time, you can 
see that he is (presumably) thinking. In online bridge, it could mean that their tea kettle 
started whistling and they went to turn of the burner. 

Law 73E2: If the Director determines that an innocent player has drawn a false 
inference from a question, remark, manner, tempo or the like, of an opponent who has 
no demonstrable bridge reason for the action, and who could have been aware, at the 
time of the action, that it could work to his benefit, the Director shall award an adjusted 
score. This rule applies. When you spill coffee or are distracted by a phone call, it is 
incumbent on you to make sure the opponents know so they are not deceived by your 
inattention. 

The ACBL has long had a rule that partnerships have two identical convention cards 
with their names on them. The convention card rules apply to BBO (except you only 
have to make one). When you are at a table, if you click “account” and select the 
convention cards tab, it is pretty easy  to recall a saved card or to complete and save a 
new one. 

The ACBL Convention Charts apply here. Make sure your convention is permitted in the 
game you are playing. For example, a 2♦ bid showing a weak hand with length in one 
of the majors is an Open+ Chart convention and is not permitted in any event in the 
online regional. 

Our rules do not allow you to consult your own convention card or system notes while 
the “cards” are out of the board. We don’t have little hidden cameras, so this is on the 
honor system. 
It has come to our attention that some players have more than one BBO User ID. 
Please only use one ID when playing in ACBL games with human opponents. We are 
going to start screening for this.
 
Because you are playing in an ACBL game against human opponents, we encourage 
you to make sure your profile displays your real name. 




