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At Trillium we believe that God’s promise is that “we are not alone” and one of our core values 

is, “Speak out for Justice”. It is our purpose to live in community with God in our presence.  On 

September 27th faith communities all across Canada will remember and honour Indigenous 

children who attended Residential Schools. (Orange Shirt Day September 30th, 2020 M4RR 

(Minute for Right Relations)  

This is a small part of what “Orange Shirt Day” is all about: 

Phyllis was delighted with the bright orange shirt that her grandmother gave her to wear 

on her first day at St. Joseph’s Mission residential school in British Columbia. But when 

Phyllis arrived at the school, her clothes were taken away and she was given a uniform. 

Phyllis never saw that orange shirt again. She was very hurt and left with a feeling of 

worthlessness.  

A reunion of the school was help in 2013, with events designed to commemorate the 

residential school experience, to witness and honour the healing journey of the survivors 

and their families, and to commit to the on-going process of reconciliation.  

Phyllis (Jack) Webstad told the story of her orange shirt at that reunion. Since then, 

every year Orange Shirt Day is held on September 30, the time of year that children were 

taken from their homes to residential schools. It is an opportunity for children and adults 

to learn about the effects of Residential Schools and the legacy they left behind.  

Show your commitment to reconciliation by wearing an orange shirt on September 30. 

For more information: www.orangeshirtday.org/  

Prepared by Carol Germa on behalf of the Canadian Shield Regional Council Right 

Relations Resource Team 

Please join me in on September 27th (and/or 30th) as a sign of your commitment to 

reconciliation, to take time to share with people why you are wearing orange, and to continue to 

advocate for the changes we need to make to achieve reconciliation. “Speak out for justice, we 

are not alone!” 

Live in love and smile, 

Heather 

http://www.orangeshirtday.org/

