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What's New ?




What's New?

This page provides an overview of information, specific to COVID-19 and school communities, that has been added

to/updated on the Pennsylvania Department of Education's (PDE) website. Please note: entries may include content that is

accessible from PDE's website but is maintained on another website (ex. the Pennsylvania Department of Health).

Week of November 23 to November 27:

» November 26: Answers to FAQs - topics update: Travel

» November 23: Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health Directing Public School Entities in

Counties with Substantial Community Transmission to Attest to Health and Safety Protocols

» November 23: Answers to FAQs - topics updated: Masks/Face Covering Order, Attestation Form

» November 23: Level of Community Transmission Table (updated to reflect the week ending November 20)

« November 23; Updated - Public Health Guidance for School Communities

» November 23: Updated - Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools Following_Identification of a Case(s) of COVID-19

« November 23; Attestation Form

» November 23: Message to School Communities



https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/safeschools/emergencyplanning/COVID-19/Pages/WhatsNew.aspx
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Attestation Ensuring Implementation of
Mitigation Efforts Form




O All or some of the students within the public school entity are currently receiving in-person instruction
and:

1. We have read the Updated Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health
Requiring Universal Face Coverings, effective November 18, 2020, including necessary
exceptions and associated guidance, and affirm the public school entity is complying and will
continue to comply with and enforce the Updated Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania

Department of Health Requiring Universal Face Coverings, including necessary exceptions and
associated guidance; and

2. We have read and agree to follow the Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools Following
Identification of a Case(s) of COVID-19, when cases of COVID-19 occur within the public school

entity.
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Attestation Option #1

O All or some of the students within the public school entity are currently receiving in-person instruction
and:

1. We have read the Updated Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health
Requiring Universal Face Coverings, effective November 18, 2020, including necessary

exceptions and associated guidance, and affirm the public school entity is complying and will
continue to comply with and enforce the Updated Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania

Department of Health Requiring Universal Face Coverings, including necessary exceptions and
associated guidance; and

2. We have read and agree to follow the Recommendations for Pre-K to 12 Schools Following
Identification of a Case(s) of COVID-19, when cases of COVID-19 occur within the public school

entity.




“Comply” and “Enforce” Updated Order

e Attestation must be signed by the superintendent and the school board
president and submitted no later that Monday, November 30" by 5:00pm.

* As a part of the “New Order,” the COVID-19 school closure recommendations
were updated. With Option 1 — We would have to “Comply” and “Enforce” the
new updated orders.




For Schools < 500

Level of Community Number of Cases of Number of Cases of
Transmission COVID-19 Within a COVID-19 Within a
Rolling 14-Day Period: |Rolling 14-Day Period:

2-4 students/staff 5+ students/staff

in same school building |in same school building
Substantial Close school(s) for 3-7  Close school(s) for 14

days days



For Schools 500 — 900 students

Level of Community Number of Cases of Number of Cases of
Transmission COVID-19 Within a COVID-19 Within a
Rolling 14-Day Period: |Rolling 14-Day Period:

4-6 students/staff 7+ students/staff

in same school building |in same school building
Substantial Close school(s) for 3-5 Close school(s) for 14

days days



For Schools > 900 students

Level of Community Number of Cases of Number of Cases of
Transmission COVID-19 Within a COVID-19 Within a
Rolling 14-Day Period: |Rolling 14-Day Period:

6-10 students/staff 11+ students/staff

in same school building |in same school building
Substantial Close school(s) for 3-5  Close school(s) for 14

days days



Attestation Option 1

* High likelihood school closures for next week:
* Norwin High School — 14 day closure
e currently 10 active cases

* Norwin Middle School — 3 to 7 day closure
e currently 4 active cases

* Sheridan Terrace and Stewartsville — 3 to 5 day closure
e Currently 3 active cases in each school




Q The public school entity has transitioned to a fully remote learning model and will continue to use a fully
remote learning model until the county (or counties) in which the public school entity is located is no
longer experiencing Substantial disease transmission for two consecutive weeks.

*** A public school entity in a county with Substantial level of disease transmission that is
currently providing a fully remote learning model and that elects to transfer to in-person
instruction must resubmit this attestation prior to providing in-person instruction.




O The public school entity has transitioned to a fully remote learning model and will continue to use a fully
remote learning model until the county (or counties) in which the public school entity is located is no
longer experiencing Substantial disease transmission for two consecutive weeks.

*** A public school entity in a county with Substantial level of disease transmission that is
currently providing a fully remote learning model and that elects to transfer to in-person

instruction must resubmit this attestation prior to providing in-person instruction.
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Why Option #2 for Next Week?
* Student and Employee Safety

* Decreases t
* Decreases t

ne C

ne C

nances of in school transmission

nances of mandatory school closures

* Allows the District four student days to conduct pilots of
synchronous learning

* Qur intention is to resubmit our Attestation form next Friday
in order to transition to Hybrid with synchronous learning
starting Monday, December 7.



- Incidence Rate per 100k PCR Test Percent Positive

October 2

Norwin School District Morwin School District

= 37.25 8.33%
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Incidence Rate per 100k PCR Test Percent Positive 21.28%
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260.78 21.28%

October 2

Today




" Public Safety Alert at 4:31pm Today

& EMERGENCY ALERTS

Public Safety Alert

In PA, COVID-19 rates are rising &
hospitals could soon be at capacity.
Stay home if possible. If you must go
out, maintain social distance, wear a

mask, wash your hands for 20
seconds. Stay up to date on the
spread of COVID in your community
SO you can protect your loved ones
with the COVID Alert PA app.




~ How Can Other School Districts Stay Open
Next Week and Norwin Can’t?

* The overwhelming majority of Southwestern Pennsylvania
school districts are transitioning to remote learning for next
week as well.

* This is NOT just a Norwin issue.




~ Who is Also Transitioning to Remote
Next Week>

* Penn-Trafford * Monessen

* Hempfield * Jeannette City
* Franklin Regional * Yough

* Ligonier Valley * Seneca Valley
* New Kensington-Arnold * Quaker Valley
* Southmoreland * North Hills

* Belle Vernon * Mt. Lebanon
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Superintendent’s Recommendation

* | recommend submitting Option #2 of the Attestation
Ensuring Implementation of Mitigation Efforts form before
Monday, November 30t with the intention of resubmitting it
on Friday, December 4t in order to transition back to a hybrid
operational model with synchronous instruction beginning on

Monday, December 7t.




Board
Member
Questions
or Comments ‘
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