
 

The Western Federation of Professional Surveyors (WFPS) held a Board of Directors meeting on June 
14, 2019 in Las Vegas. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE 13 WESTERN STATES 

ALASKA (ASPLS) Steve Buchanan – Current membership is 187.  ASPLS has implemented a go-to-meeting 
service for Board of Director meetings and are looking at scheduling more frequent meetings for members 
dispersed throughout the state.  The University of Alaska Anchorage Geomatics program continues to attract 
students and produce graduates (12-15 annually for the last 5+ years).  Current enrollment is approximately 85 full-
time students. 

ARIZONA (APLS) Mike Fondren – Current membership is 578. Conference was held May 7-9 in Scottsdale with 
approximately 165 attendees.  NSPS is revitalizing their Certified Floodplain Surveyor program and APLS has 
provided Arizona information to NSPS and has indicated their willingness to participate in the program.  APLS has 
developed a right-of-entry (ROE) door hanger and is working on a Surveyors Guide to ROE.  APLS is participating 
on a task force to revise the minimum standards previously adopted by both APLS and the Board of Registration.  
APLS is working with Mesa Community College to determine if a survey unit can be added to their 
construction/GIS program. 
 
CALIFORNIA (CLSA) Ray Mathe & Rob McMillan – Current membership is 1684.  CLSA Education Foundation 
provided several scholarships at the annual conference.  CLSA legislative committee following SB 556: The bill 
includes a potpourri of items including issues on scope of practice, issues relating to protection of terms, some 
requirements on the Board of Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors & Geologists to notify other agencies 
regarding violations of law and penalty provisions. The bill passed out of the Senate Business and Professions 
Committee. BPELSG and ACEC are not in favor of the bill at this time. 

COLORADO (PLSC) Roger Nelson & Todd Beers – Colorado AES Board is in the process of transferring the 
responsibility for approving SI exam candidate applications to NCEES.  There will be emergency meetings over the 
next few weeks regarding the subject.  The PLSC is attending meetings and participating in the discussions. 

HAWAII (HLSA) Meyer Cummins – Current membership is 88. HLSA worked with its members and crafted a bill, 
SB 898, to amend the current Land Court Deregistration Legislation and require land owners seeking deregistration 
to submit a File Plan and Regular System description of the deregistered parcels as part of the deregistration 
process. HLSA is also working on a new bill to address the lack of a statute of limitations for Land Surveyors in 
Hawaii. 

MONTANA (MARLS) Dick Smith & Russ Kluesner – Current membership is 427.  MARLS is continuing 
efforts to update their Standards of Practice Manual.  Work is in progress for a 2020 update to the MSSLR 
to include new legislation from the most recent legislative session.  MARLS is looking into offering both the 
LSI and CST exams on site at the 2020 Conference to be held in Great Falls, February 19-21, 2020. 

NEVADA (NALS) Nancy Almanzan & Matt Gingerich – Current membership is 256. NALS recently held a 
strategic planning session which yielded 6 initiatives and several proposed bylaw changes. The initiatives are: 1) 
Recruit leaders at the chapter and state level; 2) Support the 4-year degree program; 3) Increase outreach and 
workforce development; 4) Representation; 5) Communications; 6) Develop benefits for unlicensed members.  
NALS board approved the formation of a Nevada Young Surveyors Network. They will be charged with identifying 
the young surveyors within the state and recruiting them to the YSN. The YSN will assist NALS in outreach and 
develop programs. Nevada passed a resolution in support of the requirement for the 4 year degree requirement 
for land surveyors.  WFPS Delegates discussed a similar resolution and are working on a draft resolution for 
approval at the September meeting.  



NEW MEXICO (NMPS) Allen Grace – Current membership is 230.  New Mexico has a very active Young 
Surveyors Group and they are working with NMPS on high school outreach including a sandbox, scanning and 
drones.      Legislation has been passed to allow the Board of Registration to develop a scholarship program which 
includes outreach projects as well as providing scholarship funds (up to $100,000 annually) to engineering and 
surveying students. 
 
UTAH (UCLS) Mike Nadeau – Current membership is 399.  The Surveyors Historical Society Rendezvous will 
be in Salt Lake City September 18-21, 2019. UCLS is currently working on 2 items for the next legislative 
session:  2022 Datum and a requirement that legal descriptions must be prepared by surveyors.  UCLS 
currently supports TrigStar, the CST program and the boy scout merit badge programs. UCLS is working with 
a county in southern Utah that is requiring surveyors to show the entirety of a subdivision plat even if only 
amending one or two lots in the subdivision. 
 
WASHINGTON (LSAW) Ben Petersen & Jeff Lynch – Current membership is 790. House Bill 1176 signed by 
the Governor May 21st separates the professional licensing Board from the general Dept. of Licensing and gives 
them control over their own finances.  The Survey Map Recording Fee is increasing by $4.50 to $187.50 per survey 
map. New prevailing wage rates took effect in March 2019, in 26 out of 39 counties, increasing construction 
surveyor wages to $132,620/yr. for Party Chiefs, $130,437/yr. for Instrument persons and $122,574/yr. for 
Chainman. The union rate automatically becomes the prevailing wage rate in those 26 counties and are slated to 
increase by $3/hr. in March 2020 and another $3/hr. in March 2021. 

WYOMING (PLSW) Mark Corbridge – Current membership is 262.  PLSW is working with the GIS Community 
on a possible joint conference in 2020. County Clerks in Wyoming are no longer required to keep track books and 
are moving towards electronic only information. The University of Wyoming has a Minor in Land Surveying as well 
as a Land Surveying Certificate Program. PLSW is working with the Board of Registration and the University of 
Wyoming on an outreach program to elementary through high school students. 

WFPS OFFICERS 2019-2021 
The following ascended or were elected as officers for the 2019-2021 WFPS term.  They will be installed at the 
meeting on September 14, 2019 in Reno, Nevada. 

Mike Nadeau (Utah) – Chair 
Ben Peterson (Washington) – Chair-Elect 
Mark Corbridge (Wyoming) – Secretary/Treasurer 
Matt Gingerich (Nevada) – Immediate Past Chair 

WFPS FOUNDATION 
The WFPS Disaster Relief and Scholarship fund has been established through the NSPS Education 
Foundation. Donations are now being accepted. The criteria and application information has been sent 
to all State Associations and can be found on the WFPS website. Urgent assistance is needed for land 
surveyors that have been affected by the California wildfires.   
 
The WFPS Foundation has awarded a California surveyor relief funds to aid after their home and all 
belongings were lost in the recent California wildfires. 
 

Donations can be made mailed to WFPS: 526 South E Street, Santa Rosa, CA 95404. 
https://www.nsps.us.com/donations/donate.asp?id=18191 

WFPS AREAS OF FOCUS 

Providing Resources to Benefit State Associations 
WFPS is dedicated to providing resources to state associations. Following are a few of the resources 
that are available: 

1. Speakers Bureau 
2. Article Bank for Association Magazines 
3. STEM Outreach Flyer 

https://www.nsps.us.com/donations/donate.asp?id=18191


 

Serving as a Regional Voice 
 
WFPS has adopted a resolution to support Quality Based Selection (QBS). The resolution is attached 
for your use. Should your state need a letter of support from WFPS regarding a QBS issue please 
contact the WFPS Office at admin@wfps.org.  
 
WFPS sent a letter of support of the Amicus Brief prepared by NSPS to the Louisiana Supreme Court 
in the case of Crooks vs. the State in support of the effort to the reconsideration of the court ruling. 
 
WFPS has adopted an elevator pitch to provide a quick response to what a surveyor does: “We’re 
really good at math and measuring. We use light beams, satellites and drones. You know that GPS in 
your car or phone? Well, that’s accurate to about 10 feet. Good enough to get you to a restaurant or 
Home Depot. The stuff we use? We’re talking millimeters - about the thickness of a dime. Did you 
know there’s four faces on Mt. Rushmore and three of them are surveyors. The other guy started the 
Panama Canal and got teddy bears named after him. We also show you the limits of what is probably 
the most expensive thing you will ever own – your property - so you stay friendly with your neighbor 
and out of court. And when you make your fortune, and that ship pulls into harbor with your new jet-
black BMW? Well, we surveyed the sea floor to make sure it doesn’t bottom out. You know those 
steep curves on the NASCAR tracks? A surveyor laid those out …. just right so the cars don’t jump 
over the top. Well, sometimes they do anyway! And when you get back from your Caribbean cruise, 
and it’s been pouring rain and your plane lands at 200 miles per hour at (name of airport)? You know 
why you don’t skid off the runway and make the 11 o’clock news? Because we banked the runway so 
the water runs off. We saved your life. Your welcome.”  

About WFPS - PowerPoint 
Get to know WFPS and how we serve the 13 western state surveying association. Visit the WFPS 
website, click “About WFPS” and download the WFPS PowerPoint. 
 

About WFPS 
The Western Federation of Professional Surveyors (WFPS) was formed in 1979. The Board of 
Directors includes two delegates from each of the 13 western states. WFPS serves as a regional 
voice for Land Surveyors and meets quarterly to discuss practice issues affecting western state 
surveyors. For more information about WFPS and the state associations, visit WFPS.org  

WFPS Executive Office 
T. (707) 578-1130 F. (707) 578-4406 E. admin@wfps.org   
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