
The Good Friday Liturgy

As we gather at 12:30 on Good Friday, Jesus has been
arrested and taken from us. The reserved sacrament
with which we watched and waited all night, has been
consumed, and this is the one day of the year when the
Eucharist is not available to us.

We will hear from the Prophet Isaiah, from the Apostle
Paul’s letter to the Hebrews; and we will hear the
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
The Passion Narrative will be read in parts by members
of the congregation as we stand in the shadow of the
cross in shock and disbelief.

After the sermon we will pray for the church and the world, using the Solemn
Collects found on page 277 of the Book of Common Prayer, we will say the Good
Friday anthems and offer a concluding prayer.

At the conclusion of the liturgy, Ken Stancer will three organ voluntaries, offering
us the opportunity to come forward for the veneration of the cross. A plain
wooden cross will be placed on a table at the head of the center aisle. Some will
come forward and kneel, touching the cross. Some may choose to stand quietly for
a moment. Others may bow and kiss the cross as it rests there in the front of the
church. Others will simply sit in silence and then depart. Should you come
forward at the veneration of the cross? The answer lies in that distinctly Anglican
formula:

All may. None Must. Some should

Where you fit in that equation is between you and god.


