
Pan-Asian Liturgy at LAREC 

by Sr. Myrna Tordillo, mscs – Assistant Director of USCCB Asian & Pacific Island Affairs 
 

 
Picture: Anggraini Lu (lector), Bishop Oscar A. Solis flanked by assisting deacons, and Bishop Alex Aclan 

 

A crowd of about a thousand was filling in the gigantic ballroom, as the Eucharistic 

Celebration on the occasion of the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter the Apostle was about to begin 

on Saturday afternoon of Feb. 22nd at the Marriott Marquis. In conjunction with the Los Angeles 

Religious Education Congress, the celebration of the Eucharist “the source and summit of 

Christian life,” was a graced moment for the diverse communities of faith to celebrate and break 

bread together.  

 

Most Rev. Oscar Azarcon Solis, D.D., bishop of Salt Lake City and chairman of the 

USCCB Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Island Affairs (SCAPA), was presider and homilist. 

The concelebrants included Most Rev. Alex Aclan, auxiliary bishop of Los Angeles and member 

of SCAPA, as well as several priests from various arch/dioceses.  

 

As the entrance procession was getting ready, Soeriani Kheng, the coordinator welcomed 

everyone on behalf of the Indonesian Catholic community of the Archdiocese of LA, who hosted 

the Liturgy in collaboration with the LAREC. When the Indonesian choir sung beautifully the 

prelude, “Sewaka Bakti” accompanied by the Gamelan, an Indonesian traditional music 

ensemble, a graceful liturgical movement by two Indonesian ladies in traditional clothing was 

followed by the procession of the various representatives from the Ethnic Ministry of the 

Archdiocese of LA. 

 

Bishop Solis,in his usual upbeat manner, peppered his homily with witty anecdotes that 

made the congregation laugh, and on a serious note, reminded everyone to pray for the Holy 

Father who is the successor of Peter. Prior to Bishop Solis giving the final blessing, Fr. Kanisius 



Ali, chaplain for the Indonesian Catholic community of LA, thanked Bishop Solis and Bishop 

Aclan, the concelebrants, and all those involved in the Liturgy preparation. Sr. Myrna Tordillo, 

mscs, gave acknowledgements on behalf of the USCCB Secretariat of Cultural Diversity in the 

Church. 

 

The sending forth song, Malo Malo, Thanks be to God, joyously filled the ballroom as the 

choir lead the congregation in singing. 

 

 
Picture: The Indonesian community leaders and choir with Fr. Kanisius Ali (seated front, in white vestment), Fr. 

Ricky Manalo, CSP (seated next), and Bro. Rufino Zaragosa, OFM (seated at the extreme right).  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


