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In the Diocese of Honolulu, Encountering Christ in Harmony: A Pastoral 

Response to Our Asian and Pacific-Island Brothers and Sisters (ECH:API) has 

prompted us to explore new ways to form families in faith and build bridges of 

cross-cultural understanding through the art of inter-generational storytelling. 

 

Commemorating this year’s 54th World Communications Day, His Holiness Pope 

Francis selected as his theme “That you may tell your children and 

grandchildren… (Ex 10:2), Life becomes History” to teach us that storytelling is “a 

narrative that can reveal the interweaving of the threads which connect us to one 

another.”  

 

Indeed, API storytelling traditions illuminated by the light of Christ not only 

enliven the four major components of ECH:API – Identity, Generations, 

Leadership, and Culture of Encounter & Dialogue – they are engaging and promote 

understanding across cultures. Here are two examples for implementation: 

 

1) Select appropriate times throughout the liturgical year to invite Asian and/or 

Pacific Island Catholic families to share meaningful stories of faith that 

integrate unique cultural elements.   

 

For example, the month of May, which is especially dedicated to our 

Blessed Mother, is filled with beautiful Marian liturgical rites and traditions.  

Extend this theme into faith formation gatherings by inviting ethnic groups – 

including Asian and Pacific-Islanders – to share a beloved image of our 

Blessed Mother and demonstrate their family expressions of loving homage 

of prayer and veneration of Jesus through Mary.   

 

2) Include stories of the API cultures with families whose children are being 

prepared to receive the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation, 

Eucharist) and first Reconciliation & Penance. 

 

For example, in the Hawaiian culture, as with many Pacific Islanders, kalo 

(wetland taro) is a diet main staple. Invited to share a story about kalo, a 

person of Hawaiian ancestry will apply eloquent metaphorical language 

related to ancestral family identity, belonging, purification through water, 

and stewardship. With the light of our Catholic faith, these ancient stories 

and values draw us deeper into a theology of baptism.  
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Watch this ninety-second video which illustrates the connection between 

kalo and baptism: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6UB7311AGE&t=2s  

 

When provided with opportunities to share their inter-generational stories of faith, 

we recognize and affirm the Asian and Pacific Island presence, gain a fuller 

appreciation of their cultures, and strengthen our community of faith. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q6UB7311AGE&t=2s

