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National Convocation of the  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 
A FREEDOM PROCLAMATION IN CELEBRATION OF JUNETEENTH 2021 

 
WHEREAS, according to Galatians 5:1, it is for Freedom that Christ has set us Free, Juneteenth, 
often referred to as our country’s second Independence Day, represents freedom delayed and 
denied for Africans in America, a history largely omitted from educational curricula, making the 
injustice relatively unknown to the wider population, and  
 
WHEREAS, despite the Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln and passage 
of the 13th Amendment by the U.S. Congress, more than 250,000 enslaved Africans and their 
descendants remained enslaved in the State of Texas until the arrival of Union troops at 
Galveston on the 19th day of June 1865; and  
 
WHEREAS, when the news of their Freedom spread, following the reading of “General Order 
Number Three” by Major General Gordon Granger, the formerly enslaved people of Texas 
reacted with joyous celebrations, launching what would become an annual event known as 
Juneteenth; and  
 
WHEREAS, early celebrations of Juneteenth consisted of family and community gatherings 
filled not only with special food and festivities but also prayer, reflection, and respect for their 
ancestors who suffered unimaginable acts of terror under the yoke of slavery; and  
 
WHEREAS, other’s choose Juneteenth not as a time of celebration but rather, lamentation. Like, 
Matthew Fletcher, a Black man born in 1895, who each year would take his grandchildren, one 
of whom is our own beloved, Rev. Virzola Law to the coastal shores of Galveston, where he 
would weep and ask, “why do they hate us so much?” and, 
 
WHEREAS, we honor the legacy of those who first received the news on that unforgettable day 
in Galveston and understand that the joy and relief reflected in the celebration of Juneteenth 
provides an emotional and psychological reorientation against the generational trauma of African 
enslavement and White Supremacy that limits Black prosperity and health to this day, and  
 
WHEREAS, we believe the prophetic words of Freedom echoed by Representative Cori Bush 
that it’s Juneteenth AND reparations; Juneteenth AND an end to police violence and the war on 
drugs; it’s Juneteenth AND an end to housing and education apartheid; it’s Juneteenth AND 
teaching the truth about white supremacy. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the National Convocation of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) pledge this Saturday, June 19, 2021-Juneteenth, to continue the unfinished 
business of Freedom. We commit our efforts to proclaim the importance and history of our 
African and African American forbears and to work tirelessly to root out the toxicity of white 
supremacy wherever it exists. We commit to advance equity, economic justice, and inclusion for 
all members of our community, whenever and wherever possible; and we encourage all members 
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to observe this day with activities and reflections that celebrate the finished work of freedom yet 
to come. 
 
Submitted this 19th, Day of June in the year 2021 by Rev. Dr. Irie Lynne Session, President of 
the National Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.) 
 


