


What is FIRST?

FIRST, an acronym for “For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and 

Technology”, is an organization bringing robotics programs to students in grades 

K-12. 

The FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC) is the program for students in grades 9-

12. Students operate under strict time constraints, rules, and the guidance of 

mentors to build and program a robot.

Fundraising, team branding, community outreach, safety, business skills, and 

leadership skills are among things students learn through FIRST- it’s more than 

just robots. 



FIRST Robotics Competition Timeline

Kickoff for the “build season” is the first Saturday of every year. From then, teams 

have six weeks to design, build, and program a robot to complete the tasks 

revealed in the game animation and following the rules of the game manual.

Competitions are held from February through April; concluding with the World 

Championships in late-April. 

Off-Season competitions are held after the World Championships and often run 

through October. 

Teams frequently do workshops, fundraisers, grant writing, and outreach in this 

“Off-Season” time as well, running up until the next year’s kickoff. 



The Hudson Hybrids - FRC Team 7486

Led by Mr. Ryan Fernandes, Ms. Emma Kanning, and Mr. Dave Thomas, the 

Hudson Hybrids competed at the 2019 Miami Valley Regional competition. 

The team placed 8th of 60 teams, an 

incredible accomplishment rarely 

seen by a rookie team. The team 

was awarded the Highest Rookie 

Seed award, as well as the Rookie 

Inspiration Award. 



A word from the students!

Boston Meeker, Jake Mitstifer, and Matthew Taylor 

made up our student drive team this year.







A thank you to our sponsors:

The FIRST robotics competition also teaches students about business aspects 

like budgets and cost effectiveness. There is a large cost associated with the 

competition from robot parts and tools, to hotel and t-shirt costs. 

We could not do what we do without the continuing support of the Hudson City 

School District, the Burton D. Morgan Foundation, NASA, and dedicated parents. 



Questions?

Thank you for your time!


