SYDNE SUSSMAN

Sydney Sussman, a visionary entrepreneur, civic activist, and philanthropist whose work changed the face of the City of Trenton and its surrounding areas passed away last Friday at the age of 94.  Sydney founded his first company, Certified Steel, a steel service center and a processor of sheet and coil steel , as well as other steel products, in 1957.  Taking no outside investors apart from a sStarting with a $10,000 loan from his father in law, he built what would eventually become an empire.  The company, which moved from Camden to the Trenton area in the early 1970’s, is still operating today.  Today, many sections of Trenton have been brought back to life purely as a result of his efforts.

In the late 1970’s, with the help of his daughters Andrea and Robin, and son Jeffrey, the Sussman family began to purchase industrial and commercial sites in Trenton that had been neglected for years with the intent of rebuilding and repurposing inner-city sites like the TRW complex in South Trenton and the former Penn Fruit on the Brunswick Circle, which became the New Jersey Lottery Headquarters, to modern day standards.  After several years of focusing on rehabilitation, new construction developments were added to their portfolio.  One of his proudest achievements was the city’s first major office and parking garage development in nearly two decades with the completion of Station Plaza.  He continued to oversee both his businesses well into his 80’s.

Unlike publicly traded firms, Sydney took great pride in the fact that his companies remained family owned and operated with a hands-on approach that truly set it apart from competitors.  Today the Sussman family remains active on a daily basis in the management of all Nexus Companies including the steel business, real estate development & management, parking, and solar energy businesses.  Collectively the companies employ over 200 people and encompass over four million square feet of commercial office,  apartments,  pParking  ,industrial, and warehouse space in central and southern New Jersey.  

Asked about his educational background, Mr. Sussman would describe his parents butcher shop in downtown Camden, as the place he “learned some of the greatest lessons in life.”  Syd left high school to join the US Army’s efforts in World War II at the age of 16.  He was a man of deep principle that frequently shared his “rules” that were truly ahead of their time.  Saying he “never, ever got caught up in controversies involving personalities, gender, color, or sexual proclivities.”  And that “if it isn’t fair, neither party should be doing it”

He worked his way from shaving potatoes in the back of an army kitchen to managing an allied POW camp of former axis soldiers in Belgium once the war had ended in Europe.  Asked about the experience of being a Jewish commander of a camp of Nazi prisoners of war, he said that many of them contacted him and sent gifts after the war because he treated them better than they would have ever done ttreated POWs.  It waso him as his way of proving, in action rather than words, that they were wrong about their fascist ideology.

He loved deep-sea fishing. , ppractically everywhere in his office were photographs and mementos of his affinity for the sea.  Sydney served on the honorary board of the Boheme Opera and is a former member of the New Jersey Israel Commission, making over 27 trips to Israel.

Sydney and his wife Elaine established a charitable foundation many years ago that has donated millions of dollars to a variety of local and regional charities throughout their lives.  
( if you want to add a charity to receive donations do it here) 
He will be missed by his wife Elaine, children Andee, Robin and Jeff; their spouses Patty and Bill, an his grandchildren Alex, Adam and Elsye.
