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Regional Engagement What We Do

Why it Matters 
Georgia’s hardest-to-reach communities 
often lack a hub to connect, share, and 
collaborate. 

By 2050 

+25% population growth 

+45% job growth 
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Connect 

Strengthen 

Elevate 

Top Regional Challenges 
• Mental Health 
• Housing 
• Early Learning 
• Workforce Readiness

Local Reach  

177 Leaders
62 Counties 



Local & State Connection 
Impact & Outcomes 
• GENTS & GLAM After School Program 

• Boost Grant Award Celebration 

• Imagine Thomasville Workforce Plan 

• Asset Mapping Project

• Rural Learning Network 

• EdQuest Georgia initiative shaped by feedback 
from community leaders
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“The RLN provided meaningful opportunities 
to expand our organizations network 

throughout rural Georgia.” 



Statewide Perspective 
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COMMUNITY-
DRIVEN 

INNOVATION

STATE 
STRATEGIES & 

INVESTMENTS TO 
EXPAND REACH, 
IMPACT, & SCALE

Review of 
emerging issues 

Frames actions 
state and local 
leaders can take to 
promote personal 
and community 
well being  

Top Ten Issues to Watch 



Keep In Touch

Kathleen Da Silva 
kdasilva@gpee.org

Matt Smith
msmith@gpee.org 

Website: www.gpee.org
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