
JCPA Civility Statement Around Elections (2016)  
 
We, as Americans, enjoy a rich tradition of political discourse, ideological diversity, and debate. This 
diversity can be a durable source of strength. A vigorous exchange of ideas featuring different 
perspectives allows us to experiment with varied approaches and arrive at effective public policy 
solutions that help improve the lives of us all. Held in a spirit of respect, this exchange can allow us to 
find common ground when warranted and foster a more united America.   
 
However, at times, particularly during elections, political discourse can become needlessly acrimonious 
and undermine the spirit of engagement and citizenship among Americans. Such discord can pull us 
apart and make it more, not less, difficult to find common ground or even maintain neighborly relations. 
Moreover, shrill political discussion can cross the line, and spread intolerance and bigotry. Especially 
during elections, when divisions are most pronounced, we must be vigilant in preventing political 
discourse from drawing on deep-seated resentment and intolerance.   
 
We call upon all candidates running for elected office, as well as all Americans, to engage during this 
election season in a thoughtful, respectful, and civil discussion over the future direction of this country. 
We strive to make our politics represent the best of our American values -- free thought, mutual respect, 
and civic engagement.   
 
JCPA Resolution on White Supremacy (2018)  
 
Along with communities of color, many Jewish communities are main targets of white nationalist 
rhetoric and activity...The Jewish Council for Public Affairs:    
 
* Rejects white supremacy and all other forms of bigotry, in consonance with the traditional 
Jewish belief that people of all ethnicities and creeds are created be-tzelem Elohim, in the Image of God;  
* Affirms the importance of exposing and rejecting the hateful message of white supremacists, 
including the alt-right, whenever they appear in our communities;  
*  Affirms its obligation to protect and support all targets of white supremacist harassment and 
attacks; and  
* Recognizes that all persons must be afforded the rights guaranteed to all residents of the United 
States under the law, while also affirming our obligation to oppose white supremacists’ hateful 
messages and deny them platforms to the extent consistent with the law."  
 
 


