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Chapter Twelve

The Westchester Jewish Conference
At the turn of 1990's | took a position as director
of the Westchester Jewish Conference (WJC,)
now known as the Westchester Jewish Council.
That agency was the umbrella for almost all of the
synagogues and Jewish organizations in
Westchester county. There were more than
seventy members when | started the position and
| was able to add more than fifteen when | retired
seven years later. When | took the directorship |
made it clear to the board of directors, that as a
retired school administrator, | may have the
opportunity to serve as an interim administrator in
local school districts. | would be able to keep in
touch with my secretary during the day and be at
the Conference office after school and well into
the evenings. Of course | would be available for
any meetings held in the evenings.
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locnuse | accepted a meager salary they
nccopted my conditions.

| onjoyed my work at the WJC very much. | was
involved in many diverse activities. | advocated
for Israel and the Jewish community with the
politicians representing Westchester. | held
regular Sunday morning legislative breakfasts
which were attended by several congressmen as
well as Nita Lowey the congresswoman who
represented most of Westchester County. Local
politicians also regularly attended.

With the help of volunteers and my sons
Jonathan and Benjy, we created a booth at the
Clearwater Festival held at Croton Point
overlooking the Hudson River. The purpose of
the booth was to counter an anti-Israel pro-
Palestinian booth that had been at the festival for
many years.
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| was able to participate in two trips to Israel
under the sponsorship of the WJC. My son Benjy
was able to accompany me with a group who
visited Israel in December of 1990, just before the
first Gulf War began. It was great to share the
experience with him. On another trip, | was able to
create a close relationship with Andy

O’Rourke, the Westchester County Executive. He
was very helpful to the Conference during his
entire term of office. He passed away several
years ago and | know that as a Republican he
would have been heart broken to see what
Donald Trump did to his party.

Special events were held featuring former Israel
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, New York

Senator Al D’Amato, the then wife of the infamous
Israeli spy Jonathan Pollard, New York Times
executive editor, Abe Rosenthal and many other
significant personalities. | worked with Holocaust
survivors to plan and execute the annual
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Holocaust memorial. | attended and led many
meetings regarding issues and events that
affected the Jewish community.

One of the interesting meetings | led, was with
Holocaust survivors who were planning the
annual Holocaust memorial program. A highlight
of the event was the lighting of the candles
commemorating the death of the six million Jews
who perished during the Nazi era. Six survivors
would light a candle, each for one million
slaughtered Jews. The committee would select
six survivors, among the many Westchester
County survivors who were still living, to light the
six candles. As the names were mentioned for
the honor of lighting the most prestigious first
candle, the conversation went like this:

Committee member: “How about Sarah
Schwartz?”

Response: “Oh no, Sarah was only hiding in the
forest."

Member: “How about Louie Hersh?”
Response: “Certainly not, Louie was a hidden
child.”

Member: “How about Sadie Goldman?”
Response: “No,ho,no, Sadie was in a convent
with the nuns.”

Member: "How about Hilda Becker?
Response: "She can't. She was in the Kinder
Transport."

Member: “Then how about Ted Smilov?”
Response: Oh yes! Ted was in Buchenwald. He
lost his entire family. He should light the first
candle.”

| was unaware that among the survivors of the
Holocaust there is a hierarchy. First among them
are those who endured the concentration camps
with numbers tattooed on their arms. All other war
time experiences are lower on the survivor totem
pole. But to those of us who did not endure the
ravages of the Nazis, they are all survivors.




(inorge Mandel represented the Workman's
Clrcle. He was the commemoration chairman and
insisted that Yiddish was the “official language”
of the Holocaust. Other members of the
committee objected to his view. Jack Pollak, who
was raised in the Netherlands, said that he never
learned Yiddish, did not speak it, nor did his
family speak Yiddish. And yet he was sent to
concentration camps and his family were all
killed. Another member of the group, of
Sephardic origin, pointed out that thousands of
Sephardic Jews, who spoke Ladino, were
murdered. George’s orientation was that Yiddish
speaking eastern European Jews were heavily
victimized by the Holocaust. He seemed to be
denying how the Nazi atrocities affected millions
of other Jews.

Along with Lester Millman, an active member of
the WJC board and a future president, we
embarked on a project to reach out to the
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Westchester Arab community. There was a
significant number of Christian Arabs in Yonkers
and a large Muslim mosque in Mount Vernon. We
visited these groups and held several joint
programs to show our solidarity towards a lasting
peace in the Middle East.

We annually published a comprehensive listing of
all our member organizations with the aim of
showing a community of diversity. Many of our
member organizations had opposing views on a
variety of Jewish thoughts. The Conference
membership was composed of groups ranging
from ultra orthodox Hasidim, the Chabad, to very
liberal reformed temples. It included right wing
organizations who promoted left bank settlements
in Israel to left wing groups who opposed
settlement growth. But under the banner of the
Westchester Jewish Conference they all stood
together to counter anti-semitism and fight all
kinds of bigotry.
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A goal of the Conference was to have the
Westchester County Legiislature pass a law that
would require the many local police departments
to report all bias incidents in their jurisdiction.
That would allow the county and organizations
like the Anti Defamation League to keep track of
a rise or fall of bias incidents in Westchester.
The WJC spearheaded this initiative and |
worked closely with legislator Paul Noto to
successfully pass the legislation.

One incident that was reported in the county
newspapers was about a high school yearbook
caption next to a graduate's photo which was
viewed as anti-semitic. The Bronxville newspaper
picked up the story and it became an issue
because no staff member at Bronxville High
School censored the innuendo, the specifics of |
have forgotten. But the incident turned into a
project by the local clergy to unite, to fight all
kinds of racial, religious and gender bias. The

pastor of a local Bronxville church asked me to
work with him to hold a county wide inter-religious
program centered on combatting bigotry. | was
interviewed by several news outlets regarding
bigotry in the county. It was an interesting time.

Saul Singer, the WJC president at the time,
mentioned to me that he wished his unmarried
son would find a nice Jewish girl in Westchester
County. He speculated that a singles network was
needed. | agreed and told him | would try to start
one. It was not hard to find a group of older
singles who jumped at the idea. They volunteered
to form a singles committee to plan and execute
events. | called synagogue executive directors
and asked to use their social halls for events. We
would pay for any custodial costs and they would
be doing a good deed by promoting Jewish
matchmaking. The singles network turned out to
be serving older Jewish singles, mostly over fifty
years of age. It was certainly not for Saul’s
twentyish son. For almost five years the singles
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Benjy, seated, and Jonathan at our booth at the A member of the Chabad who also serves as a
Clearwater Festival. chaplain in the U.S. Army.
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Former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir a Benjy and I were in Israel in December 1990, on a
featured speaker at an event. solidarity mission, just before the first gulf war.




The Gannett newspaper in
Westchester County did a story about
the Bronxville yearbook episode.
Many people viewed it as a missed
opportunity by school staff members
to pick up the anti-semitic innuendo .
And by not seeing it nor confronting
the student they, as the adults in the

room, were complicit.

The newspaper highlighted my quote

as part of the coverage.
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Congressimml P roclamation
Honorable Nita M. Lowey

RHERE&S “*c’ [mmsr Organization uf America has been a

WHEREAS, the ZOA has worked in concert with major Jewish
ereumizosions throughous the United States, together building support for
essenzal canses, and reaffirming a shared commitment o the continuity of
Jewish aradivion;

WHEREAS, the Wesichester Jewish Conference has helped
coordingie common ¢fforis among temples, service groups, and
orpamzanions. ensuring that owr local Jewish community remains an

effective leader in civic affairs;

Presented to ‘

WHEREAS, on this day, the ZOA is recognizing the achievemenis
A kester Jewish Cem‘eremy and honoring two individuals who
sramental in producing its excepiional record; and

by _Dr. Howard Rubin
in recogmition of oulstanding and inualwable

sevvice o the cmnmmé{g/.

WHEREAS, Dr. Howard Rubin has been the Executive Director of
the Wesichester Jewish Conference since 1989, pushing vigorously for the
incident reporting, establishing a Jewish Smgles Nepwvork,
¢ ma&' aqwrwme in w‘manon and administration 1o the

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: thar the ZOA, the
r Jewish Conference, and Dy. Howard Rubin are to conmnended
¢ service to the State of Israel, and remarkable

the fumre of Judaism.

comtvibRition

ober 10th, 1996 = = = b
=it ‘bATE S MEMBER OF CONGRESS

—
W o
A

Nita M. Lowey
Member of Congress

larchk 26, 1995

These Recognition Certificates were presented to me
by Members of Congress Nita Lowey and Ben Gilman

|
|
\
u
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WESTCHESTER/BRONX

Hard-Driving Howard

Westchester Jewish Conference chicf, school principal, motorcycle maven:

Howard Rubin, 60, does it all.
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committee, led by Sonny Greenwald, Debbie
I"lcker and others planned and created many
dances and events that involved hundreds of
single Westchester residents.

At that time | too was single. Meli and | had
divorced. She moved to Manhattan and | stayed
in our home in Rye Brook. Molly was attending
SUNY Albany while Jonathan and Benjy
continued living with me on Meadowlark Road in
Rye Brook.

Chapter Thirteen
A New Hobby

| embarked on a new hobby. The genesis of the
idea began when my son Jonathan bought a
sport motorcycle. It was the type of bike that
young men usually gravitated to. He took me for
a ride on it and | had my heart in my throat as he
whizzed through the neighborhood. He leaned
forward and | held on to him with great
trepidation. He was working at Avis at the
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Westchester County airport and had enough cash
to buy the bike. It usually sat in the garage
because it seemed to be a passing fancy with
him. But for some reason the idea of purchasing
my own bike began to grow.

| was visiting my friend Mel Brodsky who was
living near Atlanta, Georgia. | had been to a
conference in New Orleans and decided to take a
detour to visit Mel before returning home. Before
boarding the flight to Atlanta | purchased a
motorcycle magazine. Scanning the publication |
became more motivated. During my visit with
Mel | insisted that he take me to a motorcycle
dealer so | could look closely at a variety of
bikes. When | returned to Westchester | quickly
went to the local motorcycle dealer in Port
Chester. | explained that | never ridden a bike
before and | would be learning on whatever
machine | would purchase. With his suggestion |
bought a well used, 1980's Honda with automatic
transmission. Most, if not all motorcycles built
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Helene in April of 2000. | became a very active
member of the club. We went on regular Sunday
and weekly rides all over south Florida. No more
than three miles from our home | was tee-boned
by a car that was leaving its community. The
driver never slowed down at the stop signed. In
the emergency room | told Helene | was retiring
from motorcycling. It took almost a year to heal
from my many broken bones. But up until that
event | found biking to be a wonderful hobby.

Chapter Fourteen

Interim Principalships
Back to the 1990's. While | was doing my work as
director of the Westchester Jewish Conference, |
began nine years of serving as an interim principal
in school districts who wanted time to recruit long
term principals. This allowed me to legally, what is
called, double dip. | was able to collect my
pension from the NYS Retirement System as well
as collect a salary, or a per diem stipend, as an
interim principal. Each school district would apply
to the NYS Education Department for a waiver to
hire me, even though | was a retiree. The waiver

142

was always granted.

My first position as an interim principal was at the
Valley Cottage elementary school in the Nyack
school district. | served there for a half of a year
and then was called back for a second year when
the person hired did not work out.

For the six months between the two stints at
Valley Cottage, Rockland County BOCES hired
me to serve as interim principal at their Kaplan
School. That was a fascinating experience, which
| continued to do several times. The
administration of the school kept turning over and
they continued to ask me to return. The Kaplan
School served severely handicapped students
which ranged from Down Syndrome children to
extremely autistic youngsters who were totally non
verbal and needed frequent diaper changes. The
staff of the school was outstanding. They were
unique individuals who gave themselves totally to
their students. They showed enduring patience
and commitment. It was a school setting | had n
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"‘Conference’s annusl full meeting

Rye Brook resident retiring

as Jewish Conerence director

e, Howeard Rubin wall be hon-
ﬂru:i at the Westchosior Jewish

on Thursdisy, Cet. 10, Dr, Rubin,
i Wy Brook resident, is regaring at
the end of this soth afier seven
years i the Conferenes's cxec-
tive dipeetor in onder 4 Moewns on
hiz job as intecim principal of Tar-
chase Sehonl.

Ur. Rubin has becn acting as
inderarm Eﬁiﬂ;:ipuj oo coundy
sehools for the past eght years.
He served in that capactty o Ridze
Sureet Elementary School in Rye
Brouk from Janunry theough Juns
of this year.

The Conlerence represens 91
member Jowish orgesizations iﬁ
thi coumty that seek 1o unite
Jowish commnnity. As gxe isﬁii:l:l.{lmf!’l . Rubir
wis responsible for directing all the organteation’s
programs and prejects including publishing wnli-
Ivias catulogues for the county™s public schools,
:h.n;-..ma'igadz iy nf member v ganizations, main-
taining a comprehensive calendar of Jewish events.
ﬁ-;-yﬁin;; a Jewish singles network as well as plan-
ning & annual Hulocaust commemarstion

“The years | ve speat as execwive diroctor | hive

1. Howard Hubin

beenvery rewserding, " sad Hulbin.
“I'we enjoyed therm a great deal.”
“I hope I've boen able to provide
programs that have umified the
Jewizsheo u:'ﬁmmuml;e nmrﬂvatfh':bk "
Crnmiy.™

Having recently remarmed, Tr.
Rubin soid he hed promised his
new Wite he would cut down his
professional commitments.

Howewgr, he szid he phns to
sty inslved with the Confor-
enLe.

Whatewver 1 can help to do, 11
do,” he snd.

The Oct. [0 mecting will take
place at Congregation kn!l A,
252 Soundvicw Ave., White
Mains. The evening will begin
with & dessert receplion at 7:30
v, followed by a2 repular meeting featuring Karen
Sadier, a ranking federal ofTicisl aod o Jewish com
muna! and polinesl advisor. She will exchange
thoughls un “The Responsible Use of Jewisl Polin-
cal Prevarep.™

Congresswoman Naa Lowey and ofher local dig-
nitarics will prarticipate in thi festivities in hanor of
Lir. Bubhin.

For smaore information, call TH1-51080, exr. 139,
—{hristine Chiang

-
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Jewish leader to step down

By Lynne Casclo
BealtWritar

Howard Rubin has long been
the unseen force behind the com-
munily relations efforks of West-
chester's Jewish communily,

As executive director of the
Westehester Jewish Conference,
It hins bewzn his jobs Lo rally daooens
ol local symagogues and orani-
Lagns Lo o2
o -
ish cause He
alsy works bo
proggote anti-
higs activities
and combatl
infringemenl
af any group’s
rivil rights.

Aflor sewvomn
wears,  hiowey-
ar, he has de-
cided il’s time
lgr sbepe dlgeem,
Tomorrow will be his lazt day
hegding the White Plains office.
A neow direcler, Sheila Fricd-
Tawrnel, il Gk over Friday,

The conference, an umbrelln
organization  or  Joeal  Jowisb
groups, has grosse from B8 o S
members under Hubin's fenurs
— @ vhange he eiles as evidenes
ikal Lhe eommunily sees a0 noead
1o e vanidged,

"There's groal diversily inm Che
eomvergnilys Jowel of oldervires
and political spectrom,” said Ro-
bin a Bye Brook resident.

W e i:-un.,n sureessiul in uniling

Howsard Fubiln ‘

this  preesl warmedy  of  religioos
thosght, :m well  as proaditical
thought.”

Tashan, & redeeed administrator
who iz now intsrim principal st

many a5 seven days a wook, oflen
until 10 or 11 pom.

“1 want to ke able to go home
and eat dinner like aoybody
else,” he said.

Hubin has been an exvciivnt
director who has put in far mooe
heours than he gois paid for, Cob-
ference Prosidenl Domald Lam']w
said .

Buhin's-coniribalions ware
homored Ot 10 by about 100
representatives of member o
ganizations.

While all the groups invelved
have differing views on Iscacli
policies and olber mallers, the
conferenes: seeks 1o Mnd the ar-
eas that hring them together.

Catalogs listing anti-bias pro-
grams available to educators are
now published and senl Lo public
sehools. A singles nelwork has
prowe Lo 2,000 membors.

Thez gromp alzo has eeached
put to non-Jewish groups and
responded to events affecting the
larger eommumnily.

When buses wers bombed in
israel, conference perticipants
met with local Muslim:s and is-
sued & joint slatement  con-
demning the killing. When anti-
Sl graffiti maresd  several
Mamaroneck homes, they joined
in & protest march and issucd
reporls supporiing a police imves-
Ligalion,

Ag he passes the reins, Rubin
already knows the next challenge
for his survessor — overviming @
eyl in granl fusding from e
United Jewish Appeal, the o
ganization's major source of sup-
porl. The group, whirh survives
on dues, granis aod denations, s
planning & Marvin Hamlisch con-
cert as a Mund-raizer in April.

Wedngsday;
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