
Resettlement in the U.S. of Our Afghan Refugee Brothers and Sisters

Afghan Refugees Resettle in US

During August, the US coordinated a massive
humanitarian evacuation from Afghanistan of more than
124,000 people, including US citizens as well as
refugees who left virtually everything behind. The Afghan
refugees who came directly to the US, number
approximately 24,000 thus far.  Upon arrival they were
transported to military bases in Virginia, Texas,
Wisconsin and other states while they go through
processing, comprehensive security vetting and medical
screenings.  From there, they will become our neighbors
in our communities.

Not all of the Afghan refugees are coming directly to the
U.S.  As of this writing, another roughly 23,000 evacuees
remain at military bases in Europe and the Middle East,
including Afghans undergoing U.S. immigration
processing and 20,000 are waiting in other countries.
(Brookings).

The Afghan situation is fluid as our country works to
provide a legal structure of arrival.

Refugees arrive in the U.S. with varying legal statuses.
Some are eligible for the SIV program; others qualify for
a Priority-2 (P-2) designation; and the majority will be
arriving as Humanitarian Parolees (See Definitions).  It is
difficult to navigate our immigration system which has
been further handicapped by a significant reduction in
staff and services from the prior administration.

The Biden administration has requested an excess of $6
billion in funding from Congress to help cover costs
associated with the relocation of Afghan refugees.

To meet the uncertainty of the Humanitarian Parolee’s
status,  “The White House is asking Congress to pass a
law providing green cards for the tens of thousands of
Afghans the Biden administration evacuated from Kabul
and is bringing to the U.S. on temporary humanitarian
grounds.” (Wall Street Journal 9/8/2021)

As the legal work goes on to create pathways of
immigration for the Afghans, the welcoming work in our
communities is just beginning.

Helping our Neighbors Nationally

Nationally, Welcome.US is a government-sponsored
coalition of over 200 organizations with support from a
wide variety of leaders including former presidents,
corporate partners and advocacy organizations to
welcome Afghans who are starting new lives in the US.

Definitions of Immigration Status Terms

Special Immigrant Visas (SIV): Certain Afghans who
helped the US military effort -- for example,
interpreters and translators -- can be eligible for an
SIV, which allows approved applicants to move to the
U.S. permanently with their families. Afghan SIV
recipients are eligible for the same resettlement
assistance and other benefits as any refugee who is
admitted under the U.S. Refugee Admissions
Program. They can receive government assistance
ranging from help with housing, food and clothing and
employment opportunities to qualifying for health care.
The support lasts for about eight months after an
individual is admitted to the U.S. SIV recipients are
also on a path to permanent residency followed by
U.S. citizenship. (CBS News 9/2/2021 and VOA 9/6/2021)

Priority 2 (P-2) Program: For Afghans not eligible for
an SIV because they did not have qualifying
employment or had not met the time-in-service
requirement, they could be referred to the P-2
Program by a U.S. government agency or by top
officials in nongovernmental or media organizations
headquartered in the U.S. (US Refugee Admissions
Program Priority 2 document)

Humanitarian Parole: Those individuals without
visas, including applicants for SIVs, can request
humanitarian parole. Parole is granted on a
case-by-case basis due to urgent humanitarian or
significant public benefit reasons. The parole
designation allows beneficiaries to stay and work in
the U.S. temporarily. It does not provide a direct
pathway to permanent residency. After their
humanitarian parole applications have been approved,
Afghans resettling in the U.S. will then have two years
to apply for immigration status.

The status of parole does not provide the same
services as SIV applicants.  Rather, local designated
resettlement agencies will provide assistance with
critical needs such as housing, enrolling children in
school, and basic necessities such as food, clothing,
and furnishings during the first 30-90 days in their new
communities. A one-time $2,275 stipend per person is
provided to the local resettlement agencies, of which
$1,225 will be available for agencies to use for
housing and other needs and the remainder given to
the parolee. (VOA 9/6/2021 and BusinessInsider.com
9/3/2021)
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This comprehensive resource covers the country, and
provides regular updates on the current situation and
needs. The DMV is fortunate to have a dedicated local
agency that has assumed leadership for refugee
resettlement. https://welcome.us

Helping our Neighbors Locally

The State Department contracts with nine
nongovernmental agencies across the country that place
refugees with local affiliates, who help with food, medical
care, housing, and other basic needs.  In the DMV, the
primary refugee resettlement agency is Lutheran Social
Services National Capital Area (LSSNCA).

Within a two-month period, LSSNCA expects to be
called on to resettle 850 individuals. (Last year they
settled 500 total during the year.) They will need the
time, talent and gifts of many to provide transportation,
housing and other basic needs to our new neighbors.
https://lssnca.org

LSSNCA’s greatest need is financial. They receive
limited funding through U.S. government contracts, and
need community support, particularly for rental
assistance costs.  In the previous administration,
government funding for these organizations was cut and
their capacity to serve was reduced as well. For the most
part, humanitarian parolees will rely on this type of
private support since they are only eligible for very
limited government support.
https://lssnca.org/take_action/donate.html

Volunteers are needed in a variety of ways, including
organizing housing setups for newly-arrived families,
helping to enroll children in school, assisting families in
applying for benefits, along with a variety of
administrative tasks, some of which can be done
remotely.  LSSNCA provides vetting and training of the
volunteers working directly with the refugees.  Currently
some volunteer opportunities including home setup
applications are temporarily on hold due to the
overwhelming response of area citizens and groups.
https://lssnca.org/take_action/volunteer.html

Sponsors are needed. The first few months in a new
country are the most challenging for refugees. To ease
this transition and to provide an extra layer of support,
LSSNCA matches families with local congregations and
groups called Good Neighbor Partners (GNPs). These
partners sponsor families in many ways including
housing, friendship, job assistance, English language
learning and cross-cultural mentoring. GNPs can choose
a combination of support and resources for a family for
up to six months or one year.
https://lssnca.org/take_action/gnp-redirect.html

Episcopal Diocese of Washington (EDOW) Response

Bishop Mariann Budde has created the EDOW Afghan
Refugee Response Team to better equip our Diocese in
the support of the arriving Afghans. The response team
and the deacons of various congregations will help to
advise the short-term needs and long-term support for
the refugees in coordination with Lutheran Social
Services. aderse@stjohnsnorwood.org

The Washington National Cathedral Sanctuary Ministry
has created a 10-member “Neighbor to Neighbor” team
to support new migrant arrivals from Afghanistan,
Central America, Africa, the Caribbean and elsewhere
when needed. The team is supported through regular
group work, listening and with prayer as well as through
ongoing training facilitated by “Neighbor to Neighbor”
which is an initiative of the Episcopal Migration
Ministries. The goal is to provide a simple, supported
way for teams to join in community with newcomers to
our country.
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/neighbortoneighbor/

Other Episcopal Resources

Episcopal Migration Ministries (EMM) Neighbors
Welcome: Afghan Allies Fund. EMM is the refugee
resettlement ministry of the Episcopal Church. They are
working in partnership with the US government to assist
our Afghan allies with resettlement through a network of
11 affiliates across the US. They do not provide direct
services in the DMV area; their focus is resettlement
elsewhere in the US.
https://episcopalmigrationministries.org/afghan-allies/

The Episcopal Church Office of Government
Relations provides up-to-date information and action
alerts to empower and facilitate advocacy by
Episcopalians across the country.
episcopalchurch.org/ministries/office-government-relations

Conclusion

This fact sheet is intended to provide some basics to
understand the process of arrival and welcome for the
Afghans in our communities. The Afghan refugees are a
dramatic demonstration of those who must leave a
homeland. They are emblematic of the struggles of
others who face similar fears within their own
communities and are forced to flee. With this template,
we can better begin our work in welcoming and
embracing the stranger.  It is the hope that we recognize
and offer all immigrants understanding, generosity and
compassion.

“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some
have entertained angels unawares.”

2



Compiled by The Washington National Cathedral Sanctuary Ministry

This ministry carries out the resolutions on immigration passed by the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church.

Sanctuary Ministry Mission Statement:

We are a visible compassionate face and voice for immigrants and refugees who come to our country in search of safety
for themselves and their families.

We are a loving spiritual sanctuary of support for those whose lives are threatened and upended because of their status in
our country.

We are a people of faith who, through prayer and action, support isolated and vulnerable immigrants, letting them know
that there are others who pray for them and have their interest at heart.

Sandra Bramble, Dora Currea and Claudia Russell, Co-chairs

Marty Dickinson, Neighbor to Neighbor Team Leader

The Rev. Dr. Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr., Cathedral Canon Missioner

The Rev. Patrick L. Keyser, Priest Associate

Contact: congregation@cathedral.org September, 2021
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