
Suggested Hymns for Use During Immigration Month

Here are hymns I’ve found for the four Sundays (with asterisks on my favorite choices.
(Arlin)

30-May-21 Trinity Sunday
*The church of Christ in every age WLP 779 … optional tune Wareham
*We all are one in mission WLP 778
*Lord, you give the great commission WLP 780

6-Jun-21 Second Sunday after Pentecost
Creating God, your fingers trace H 394 H 395
*God of grace and God of glory H 594 H 595
For the Fruit of all creation H 424 … a better tune is Ar Hyd y nos

13-Jun-21 Third Sunday after Pentecost
*Lord whose Love in humble service H610 … a better tune is Beach Spring
Love divine all loves excelling H 657
Thy kingdom come, O God H 613

20-Jun-21 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost - Refugee Sunday
God is Love, let heaven adore him H 379
*Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your love H 602

A Hymn for EDSJ Immigration Month:
In my research, I came across a wonderful text that really has nothing to do with the
lectionary readings for the targeted Sundays, but is an incredible text:
https://hymnary.org/text/when_jesus_was_a_refugee When Jesus was a refugee, by
Mary Nelson Keithahn.

I will be acquiring a license to use this hymn for the whole diocese. For now, though,
the text and music presented here are for review only. Please do not reprint any of the
included examples until you have received notice that you have permission to do so.

When Jesus was a refugee
from Herod's cruel tyranny,
an exile in a foreign place,
a child in need of saving grace,
we wonder who it was God led
to shelter him and give him bread.
We wonder too, had we been there,

https://hymnary.org/text/when_jesus_was_a_refugee


would we have been as quick to share?

When Jesus left his parents' home,
without a place to call his own,
he walked with strangers on the street
and lived with those he chanced to meet--
a fisherman in Galilee,
and newfound friends in Bethany.
Would we have welcomed him that way,
and given him a place to stay?

When Jesus died upon a cross
alone, with few to mourn his loss,
a friend came forth to offer room
for him within a garden tomb.
They gently took his body there,
anointing him with tender care.
Would we have heeded God's request
and helped to lay our Lord to rest?

Now risen, Christ still makes his home
with everyone who walks alone,
and, with the people on the street,
still waits in line for bread to eat.
The time is now. We must decide.
Will we pass by the other side,
or will we follow Love's command
and reach out with a helping hand?

Options for music for this text (Meter 8 8 8 8 D, also known as LMD):
● Original tune: John D. Horman composed NEIGHBORS in collaboration with

the Mary Kaithahn. A review copy is included in this document. The tune might
be challenging for a congregation to sightread, so I’m including the further
options.

● A new hymn setting for this text, also included below. I wrote this setting,
intentionally ending the hymn on the dominant chord, since each verse ends
with a question: just as the hymn does not resolve, the question remains
unanswered except by our actions.

● Alternatively:
o The text can be set to JERUSALEM (H80 597). It works well, but perhaps

this hymn setting would be too much to sing 4 verses.



o The text fits extremely well with a hymn tune by contemporary Christian
artist Twila Paris: YOUR ONLY SON (The Lamb of God)



ORIGINAL SETTING provided by the lyricist for review:





SETTING BY ARLIN AASNESS for review only:

Text: Mary Nelson Keithahn; Music: Arlin Mark Aasness


