
On April 15, 2020, California’s Governor announced the creation of a $75 Million Disaster 

Relief Assistance for Immigrants Project (DRAI) to assist undocumented immigrants who 

have been economically impacted by COVID-19. The $75 Million in assistance will be used to 

send a $500 check to an estimated 150,000 eligible undocumented immigrant.  These funds have 

been distributed through local non-profit organizations starting on May 18th and will be available 

on a first-come first-serve basis until the funds run out. 
  
In an effort to make sure that our community members have a chance to access these funds, we 

ask that you distribute the following information to your members so that they can apply for 

these funds starting today Monday, May 18th, see details also attached. 
  
  
Who is eligible for DRAI funds? 
DRAI funds are available to undocumented adults (over 18) who are not eligible for Federal 

COVID-19 assistance, such as the Federal Stimulus checks or Pandemic Unemployment 

Assistance, and who have experienced hardship due to COVID-19. There is also a limit of 

$1,000 of DRAI funds per household (only two adults per household can receive the $500 

disaster relief assistance). 
  
How much money can I get? 
The DRAI will give a $500 check to eligible undocumented immigrants, with a limit of $1,000 

per household. The funds are available on a first-come first-serve basis. 
  
When Can I apply for DRAI funds? 
Individuals can apply for DRAI funds beginning May 18th. 
  
How can I apply for DRAI funds? 
In San Joaquin County the vehicle for distribution is the California Rural Legal Defense 

Foundation.  Here's the complete list for the state by 

county:  https://cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/immigration/covid-19-drai 
 

What can I expect from the DRAI application process? 
Each non-profit organization listed above will provide site-specific information on how an 

individual can apply for assistance. This contact information is also available on CDSS website. 
  
How will I receive my check? 
The nonprofit organization who helped you apply will specify whether the assistance will be 

delivered by in person pick-up or via mail. If the assistance is picked up in person, the non-profit 

will comply with physical distancing and other public health guidelines set by the California 

Department of Public Health (CDPH) to maximize safety. 
  
Is the personal information provided to apply for this disaster relief assistance 
protected? 
The information provided to the nonprofit organizations will only be used to confirm eligibility 

and provide the assistance. The nonprofit organizations will provide general demographic 

information (e.g. age, gender, preferred language, etc.) about applicants to the State of 

https://cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/immigration/covid-19-drai


California, but none of the personal information (e.g. name, address, etc.) provided by applicants 

or recipients will be given to any government agency 
  
Will receiving this assistance make an individual a public charge? 
This funding does not meet the current criteria for public charge--however, United States 

Citizenship and Immigration Services  has not issued specific guidance related to this assistance. 
  
  
What Other Resources are Available to Me? 
Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees (GCIR) launched the 

California Immigrant Resilience Fund which seeks to raise $50 million to provide cash 

assistance to undocumented Californians and their families, who are ineligible for COVID-19 

federal relief and state safety-net programs. The Resilience Fund is a separate but 

complementary effort to the State-funded DRAI Project that disburses private contributions to 

help undocumented Californians weather economic hardship amidst this pandemic. To see a list 

of organizations distributing Resilience Fund disaster assistance visit www.immigrantfundca.org/ 
  
  
  
  
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.immigrantfundca.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7Caguillen%40episcopalchurch.org%7C572065ddce344adae78208d7fc045b04%7Ca61a1be800f1406689423558df189805%7C0&sdata=ypRvKnMGx5v0uRlEPHnrgwpWLbdfHHxTmh4McmxfHgQ%3D&reserved=0

