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Definitions of terms

DACA (DeferreD Action on chilDhooD ArrivAls) is a program that shields undocumented youth who arrived in 
the US as very young children from deportation. They are often referred to as “dreamers”, which was the name of 
unsuccessful legislation that would have provided a pathway to citizenship for these nearly 800,000 young people.

Why Do We have DACA? (American Immigration Council)

Beginning in 2001, Congress attempted to provide 
a pathway to legal status for undocumented youth 
who were brought to the US as children. To date, 
there have been 10 versions of the Development, 
Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) 
Act introduced in Congress. Even with bipartisan 
support, none of the versions have become law.

In June, 2012, then-Secretary of Homeland Security, 
Janet Napolitano, created DACA, Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals. DACA provided temporary 
relief from deportation (deferred action) and work 
authorization to certain young undocumented 
immigrants. This program has allowed nearly 
800,000 young adults to work, attend school 
and live their lives without threat of imminent 
deportation.

Because DACA does not provide permanent legal 
status, it must be renewed every year at the rate of 
$495 for each renewal.

In September, 2017, Acting Secretary of Homeland 
Security Elaine Duke rescinded the 2012 DACA 
memorandum and announced a “wind down” of 
DACA. From that date, no new DACA applications 
would be accepted. For those DACA youth whose 
status would expire as of March 6, 2018, they would 
no longer have deferred action nor authorization 
to work.

In early 2018, two different federal judges issued 
injunctions to prevent the ending of the DACA 
program, but no first-time applications would be 
accepted.

Who are DACA recipients (Center for American 
Progress report, April 2020)

On average, DACA recipients arrived in the US in 
1999 at age 7. More than one-third arrived before 
age 5. The average DACA recipient now is 28 years 
old. Many have started families: 254,000 US-born 
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children have at least one parent who holds DACA. 
In total, 1.5 million people live with a DACA recipient.

They are students, activists, teachers, healthcare 
workers, daughters, sons and now, parents. 
DACA recipients do not have second chances: 
for example, if they have any minor infractions as 
youth that lead to an arrest, their status is put into 
question and they could be deported. DACA is not 
permanent, so recipients live in constant fear that 
their status will be revoked by an executive order.

DACA recipients own 56,000 homes, making an 
annual $566.9 million in mortgage payments. 
DACA recipients who are renters pay $2.3 billion 
each year. States and local governments would 
lose about $700 million in taxes paid by current 
recipients (Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, 
ITEP)

Some 27,000 DACA recipients are employed in the 
health-care sector, working as doctors, nurses, and 
home health aides. (New Yorker, June 18, 2020)

What WoulD a Dream act proviDe? (American 
Immigration Council, September 2019)

The American Dream and Promise Act of 
2019 would provide current, former and future 
undocumented high-school graduates and GED 
recipients a three-step pathway to US citizenship 
through college, work or the armed services.

step one: conDitional permanent resiDence 
(CPR)

• CPR is available for up to 10 years if they’ve lived 
in the US for at least 4 years prior to application;

• Is either in high school or working on a GED or 
has been admitted to college or a tech school;

• Hasn’t been convicted of a serious crime;



• If someone already is a DACA recipient, they have 
a “swift path” to CPR status.

step tWo: laWful permanent resiDence (LPR) 
referreD to as “Green carD” status

• Has completed at least two years of higher 
education, technical training or military service;

• Has been employed over a total of three years 
with exceptions for those in higher education or 
technical school;

• A “hardship waiver” is available if a person has 
disabilities, is a full-time caregiver or for whom 
removal would be a hardship to a family member 
who is a citizen or an LPR.

step three: naturalization

• After maintaining LPR status for five years, one 
can apply to become a US citizen through the 
normal process.

• According to the Migration Policy Institute, as 
many as 2.31 million individuals would qualify for 
CPR under the 2019 version of the Dream Act, 
which would put them on the path for citizenship.

What is the recent supreme court rulinG anD its 
impact on Daca? (One America, June 2020)

On June 18, 2020, the US Supreme Court ruled 
that the Trump Administration could not end the 
DACA program in what it considered “an arbitrary 
and capricious” manner. This means that DACA 
recipients continue to have temporary protection 
from deportation.

On July 28, 2020, the Department of Homeland 
Security announced that it will defy both the 
Supreme Court’s decision and that of a federal 
judge and continue refusing new DACA applications, 
cut DACA renewals from two years to one, and 
decline to reinstate advance parole. Advance parole 
allows qualified DACA recipients to re-enter the US 
after temporarily living abroad. (EMM July 2020)

DACA was never intended to be a long-term 
solution. It exists because Congress has been 
unsuccessful in passing a law to create a path to 
legal permanent residence and naturalization for 
DACA recipients.
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compileD by the WashinGton national 
catheDral sanctuary ministry

This ministry carries out the resolutions on 
immigration passed by the 79th General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church.

Dora Currea, Marty Dickinson and 
Claudia Russell, Co-Chairs 

The Rev. Canon Leonard L. Hamlin, Sr. 
Cathedral Canon Missioner

The Rev. Patrick L. Keyser 
Priest assoCiate

sanctuary ministry mission statement:

We are a visible compassionate face and voice 
for immigrants and refugees who come to our 
country in search of safety for themselves and 
their families.

We are a loving spiritual sanctuary of support for 
those whose lives are threatened and upended 
because of their status in our country.

We are a people of faith who, through prayer and 
action, support isolated and powerless immigrants, 
letting them know that there are others who pray 
for them and have their interest at heart.

Contact: sanctuary@cathedralcongregation.org
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