
Faith in the Valley:  Stories

Living Under Threat (Initials are use to protect identities)

V is a single mother who fled Mexico because she suffered extreme physical violence at the

hands of her ex-partner. Her partner beat V when she refused to renounce her Catholic faith

and attend his church. In addition, V was beaten when she refused to engage in sex or failed to

do housework to his standards. Although V fled to Tijuana to escape the violence, her

ex-partner discovered her new location and vowed to find and kill her. V then applied for asylum

and with the help of the Faith in the Valley Legal Defense Fund and was able to win asylum. She

and her 3 kids are now able to live in the US without fear.

J is a former police officer from El Salvador. He fled his home country after being threatened

numerous times by the 18th Street Gang. J reported the first threat to his superiors, but they

could not protect him, nor did they. After this, he changed his routine drastically to evade them.

Eventually, J moved to another department in El Salvador, but soon after arriving the MS-13

threatened him. It was at this point he realized he would be safe nowhere in El Salvador, so he

fled. Soon after arriving into the US, the 18th Street Gang threatened to kill him if he ever came

back. J is now able to live in the US without fear of returning. He will petition for his spouse and

children, so that they can escape the dangers in El Salvador.

VM is a single mother who fled Mexico because of extreme physical violence at the hands of her

ex-partner. Although her ex-partner smashed her head with a rock that left her unconscious, she

was denied asylum. Her case is currently on appeal with the Board of Immigration Appeals.

The SJRAISE collection on June 20th will support the work of our partner in ministry,
Faith in the Valley.  Please be generous!  Thank you!

Contributions may be made in church during the Sunday Service that day or online
anytime at https://www.sjraise.org/give.html.  Specify Immigrant Assistance Fund.

Teresa’s Story

https://www.sjraise.org/give.html


Teresa Figueroa has been living in the United States for over 29 years, and in the city of
McFarland, California, for over 13. She, like many people in McFarland, is a farmworker.
She is also a parishioner at her local church, and has always been a vocal member of
the community.  She, along with many other members of the community, has been
involved in pushing back against the possible expansion of an ICE detention center
into her town. She has 8 family members living in her small home, and they have all
struggled financially since multiple family members have lost their jobs. She was also
out of work for several months due to seasonal work factors and COVID-19. Teresa
says that the financial relief through Faith in the Valley and her congregation has really
helped her and her family pay bills and other important needs, and will also provide
some relief for the near future, since some farm workers will be out of work until a new
farming season begins. Teresa is extremely grateful for the financial relief and is also
very happy that other members of her community are also receiving this much needed
assistance.

The SJRAISE collection on June 20th will support the work of our partner in ministry,
Faith in the Valley.  Please be generous!  Thank you!

Contributions may be made in church during the Sunday Service that day or online
anytime at https://www.sjraise.org/give.html.  Specify Immigrant Assistance Fund.

_________________________

Silvia’s Story

“My name is Silvia García, my family and I emigrated from El Salvador, looking for
better job opportunities and development. I am a resident of Delano, California and a
leader with Faith in the Valley.  Since we arrived to this country, we have dedicated
ourselves to essential jobs, having the experience of working in agricultural fields and
currently in this pandemic, working in the preparation, packaging and distribution of
food for students of one of our local schools.

“My experience in the performance of my job during the pandemic has been hard
because the pandemic impacted my family directly. [My husband and I] got infected

https://www.sjraise.org/give.html


and brought the virus home to our children and their grandparents.  The grandparents
were the most affected.  Watching them suffer filled us with a great helplessness; then
we watched one of them progress beyond recovery, and sadly, die.

“During this time, we have been an indispensable work force and our jobs have stood
out because we are the ones that have been on the front lines, and I think the sacrifice
that we’ve made has been worth it, since essential workers have been present always,
leaving fear and uncertainty to one side.

“The aspiration of getting a pathway to citizenship would be such an important
achievement to advance the cause of so many immigrants working essential jobs;
having an option to feel completely free, to have medical insurance that covers us, the
power to apply for dignified housing, the power to visit our loved ones, achieve equity,
justice and equality in opportunities for all, and to have legal status would be the best
benefit we could apply for.”

The SJRAISE collection on June 20th will support the work of our partner in ministry,
Faith in the Valley.  Please be generous!  Thank you!

Contributions may be made in church during the Sunday Service that day or online
anytime at https://www.sjraise.org/give.html.  Specify Immigrant Assistance Fund.

___________________________________

Sofia’s Struggle

One Thursday morning at around 5:30 am, Sofia and her two co-workers were on their
way to work in the sweet potato fields. The driver, Sofia’s friend, noticed that a vehicle
behind them flashed their lights and signaled them to pull over. Once they were pulled
over, an officer approached the driver’s side and immediately asked for driver’s license
and registration.  Afraid, and thinking it was the police, the driver immediately
complied.  When the officer came back to the vehicle, Sofia noticed that the officer’s
vest said “ICE.” They were all arrested and detained at Mesa Verde Immigrant
Detention Center.

Sofia has worked in the fields, attended church, and raised her family in this country for
over 20 years.  She has children, grandkids, nieces, nephews, and siblings who were
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devastated by this tragedy. Faith in the Valley worked with Sofia's family members,
clergy, members of the community, and legal partners to organize and lift up her story
until her eventual release a few months later. Sofia is now back with her family.

The SJRAISE collection on June 20th will support the work of our partner in ministry,
Faith in the Valley.  Please be generous!  Thank you!

Contributions may be made in church during the Sunday Service that day or online
anytime at https://www.sjraise.org/give.html.  Specify Immigrant Assistance Fund.

_______________________________

Glimpses of the Struggle

Maria and her family, parishioners and volunteers at their local church for over 15
years, have been struggling financially due to Covid-19. Maria, who would prepare food
for families, is not able to work safely during this time, and her husband mows lawns a
couple times a week to make ends meet. They have little money for food, and go to
different congregations and food drives to be able to feed themselves and their family.
Emergency relief has provided for basic necessities such as groceries and bills.

Veronica Frias, 44, who packs grapes in Kern County, said she and her three children
got sick with the coronavirus in July after her husband, who also works in agriculture,
contracted Covid-19. She said there was no room to isolate her husband in their
two-bedroom, one-bathroom house. “When somebody gets infected, they infect every
person in the family,” Ms. Frias said.

The SJRAISE collection on June 20th will support the work of our partner in ministry
Faith in the Valley.  Please be generous!  Thank you!

Contributions may be made in church during the Sunday Service that day or online
anytime at https://www.sjraise.org/give.html.  Specify Immigrant Assistance Fund.

______________________

Longer version of Silvia’s Testimony

https://www.sjraise.org/give.html
https://www.sjraise.org/give.html


Silvia Garcia Testimony

“Good morning, my name is Silvia García, my family and I emigrated from El Salvador,
looking for better job opportunities and development. I am a resident of Delano,
California and a leader with Faith in the Valley. Since we arrived to this country, we
have dedicated ourselves to essential jobs, having the experience of working in
agricultural fields and currently in this pandemic, working in the preparation, packaging
and distribution of food for students of one of our local schools.

“The meaning of being an essential worker, for me personally, could be summarized in
two words: commitment and responsibility. During this pandemic, doing our jobs has
been extremely complicated, since we have been forced to limit our freedom, and we
have had to adapt to conditions to protect ourselves that we had not been used to,
mechanisms that have had to be implemented because of the danger we are exposed
to.  Despite this, our jobs are of high importance both to us and to the community,
because we have become support workers.

“My experience in the performance of my job during the pandemic has been hard
because the pandemic impacted my family directly. My husband and I would go to
work daily regardless of the fear of getting infected; our fear was hidden, but the
nightmare became reality. We got infected and brought the virus home to our children
and their grandparents, who are older adults and have chronic illnesses.  They were the
most affected.  Watching them suffer filled us with a great helplessness; then we
watched one of them progress beyond recovery, and sadly, die.  Losing a family
member overwhelms us with sadness, but beyond that, the sense of indirect guilt is an
internal battle that we carry with us.  We look for solutions regarding what we could
have done to avoid this irreparable loss and pain in our family, but we can’t go back
and need to move forward.

“During this time, we have been an indispensable work force and our jobs have stood
out because we are the ones that have been on the front lines, and I think the sacrifice
that we’ve made has been worth it, since essential workers have been present always,
leaving fear and uncertainty to one side. The courage to get ahead and help each other
out has been and will continue to be stronger than our fears.  This pandemic has taken
us to the limit of our safety, but we are convinced that we can stop it together.



“The aspiration of getting a pathway to citizenship would be such an important
achievement to advance the cause of so many immigrants working essential jobs;
having an option to feel completely free, to have medical insurance that covers us, the
power to apply for dignified housing, the power to visit our loved ones, achieve equity,
justice and equality in opportunities for all, and to have legal status would be the best
benefit we could apply for.  It would become an injection of a work force that could
work legally and whose rights would be respected, whose values would be guaranteed.
I am a person that thinks that, to win, many times you must start by losing, and the
immigrant community has demonstrated that even though they have had to lose their
dignity, allow the violation of their rights, bear workplace arbitrariness, tolerate
humiliations, abuses and discrimination, we have always done our jobs.
I think that we have already paid a high price to be legally integrated into a society that
continues to put obstacles in the path of our legalization. On the other hand, we
continue to demonstrate that we are willing to always help and support unconditionally
with our work.”

Good background story on the work of Faith in the Valley: NYT Article
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/20/us/immigration-detention-bakersfield-mcfarland.
html


