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What is BOOST & 
Why is it a Boost for our communities?

• One cent on each dollar of all retail sales 
taxable under state sales tax.

• 71% is used to reduce property taxes on 
Beaufort County taxpayers

• 32 of 46 SC Counties already use this tool to 
reduce property taxes for their residents



How does it work?

• $0.71 Property Tax Relief

• $0.29 Locally-directed Investment
$1 Collected

• $0.48 County Population

• $0.23 Municipal Population*

*Beneficiary of both County and Municipal tax relief*

$0.71 Property Tax 
Relief

• $0.145 Population

• $0.145 Sale Location

$0.29 Locally-
directed Investment



SC Local Tax 

Designations by 

County

Effective May 2021



State Sales Tax

*Transportation Tax anticipated to sunset by December 31, 2021.*

6%

Beaufort County’s Current Tax Structure

Transportation Tax*

1%
Total Sales

& Optional Taxes

7%



State Sales Tax

6%

Beaufort County’s Proposed Tax Structure

LOST Tax

1%
Total Sales

& Optional Taxes

7%



Tax rate by county

Average sales tax in SC – 7.6%



FY 2022-23 Estimated Tax Collection

Total Collection Property Tax Credit 
Locally-

Designated

Beaufort County $28,461,430 $21, 957, 359 $6,504,072

Beaufort City $3,361,126 $1,827,504 $1,533,622

Port Royal $1,993,416 $1,578,682 $414,733

Bluffton $3,235,763 $1,906,158 $1,329,605

*Hardeeville $21,109 $17,594 $3,516

Yemassee $21,109 $17,594 $3,516

Hilton Head $9,085,151 $5,484,880 $3,600,271

TOTALS $46,179,105 $32,789,771 $13,389,335

*The collections for Hardeeville are shown equal to Yemassee for demonstrative purposes. 
Estimates provided by the SC Office of Fiscal Affairs. 



Estimated Real Property Tax Reduction (4%)
1. 2021 Tax Millage Rates

2. Appraised Value as of 9/22/21 – Reassessment may occur prior to implementation if LOST is approved

3. No credit applied for School District Millage



Estimated Real Property Tax Reduction (6%)
1. 2021 Tax Millage Rates

2. Appraised Value as of 9/22/21 – Reassessment may occur prior to implementation if LOST is approved

3. No credit applied for School District Millage



Estimated Personal Property Tax Reduction



Calculate Your Estimated Savings

BoostOurCommunities.com/calculator

*To find the appraised value of your property visit: www.beaufortcountysc.gov

http://www.boostourcommunities.com/calculator
http://boostourcommunities.com/calculator




TOTAL TAX REDUCTION:

$471

?

This person would have to 
spend over $64,109(post-tax 

income) on taxable retail sales 
to see a net increase in taxes.BOOST Savings $313

REAL ESTATE

PROPERTY

Home Value $350,000

BOOST Savings $158

PERSONAL PROPERTY

Car Value $15,000

Break-Even Point

This is an estimate. Your amount will change based on the collections each year. The credit you receive cannot exceed the amount levied by the County/municipality.

The example above is based off an average on savings among all municipalities in Beaufort County.  It also assumes a 4% assessment on real property.



BOOST would result in approximately $32 million in 

property tax credits for Beaufort County property owners 

and $13 million for locally-directed investment for all 

Beaufort County communities.

*Based on estimates provided by the SC Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office 
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WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS?

oREDUCTION IN PROPERTY TAXES:

o Reduction based on assessed value of assets

o Applies to both REAL & PERSONAL property

o Real Property- credit reflected on 2022 tax notice

o Personal Property – credit will  show on tax notices beginning 01/2023 

oIMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE:  

o Enhancement and expansion of existing community assets and infrastructure

oVISITORS SHARING THE LOAD: 

o Colleton, Jasper, Effingham, and Chatham counties all have a similar tax, which we pay as 

we visit these counties

o 32 of 46 counties have a similar tax

o Over 2 million annual visitors share the load



How will the question appear?

“Must a one percent sales and use tax be levied in Beaufort County for the purpose of 

allowing a credit against a taxpayer’s county and municipal ad valorem tax liability and for 

the purpose of funding county and municipal operations in the Beaufort County area?”

[ ] YES [ ] NO

By voting yes, you agree that a 1.0% sales tax will be added to 

all retail purchases in Beaufort County, SC, to fund county 

municipal operations and projects. To offset this tax, all 

property taxes will be reduced for property owned in Beaufort 

County.



What can you expect if this passes?

◦ Immediate reduction in property taxes

◦ Applies to personal, real and commercial property

◦ Visitors pay a portion of your property tax reduction

◦ Improved municipal and county services

USE THE CALCULATOR TO SEE HOW BOOST HELPS YOU!

BoostOurCommunities.com/calculator

http://boostourcommunities.com/calculator


How can you educate others?

◦ Spread the word in your circles

◦ Encourage people to use the calculator

◦ Speak to neighborhood groups 

◦ Put a decal on your car or business door

◦ Be an AMBASSADOR for OUR community



FOR MORE INFORMATION & UPDATES

BOOSTOurCommunities.COM

info@BOOSTOurCommunities.com



Local Option Sales Tax Initiative

Questions

?

www.BoostOurCommunities.com/FAQs


