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Government Contracting Updates 
By Max Franks 

With the 2017 federal contracting year under way, contractors need to review their successes and 
failures in the past contracting year to prepare for the present opportunities of the current year. 
Whether you are seeking opportunities in the federal, state, or local government marketplace, your 
company needs to be ready to respond to the different types of opportunities.  

Federal awards are shrinking due to budget issues and congressional pressure to balance the agencies’ 
budgets. State agencies are seeking low cost alternatives due to increasing pressure to do more with 
less and, local government is having to make do with the same tax base they have had for years. 
Therefore, businesses need to review the needs of the agencies they are marketing to. One of Arkansas’ 
major contracting issues is that out of state contractors are under bidding Arkansas based contractors 
for work in Arkansas.  

Some examples of this: Multi Facility Flooring Project - Solicitation Number: FA4460-16-T-0036, at Little 
Rock Air Force Base was award to a Memphis, Tennessee contractor for over $ 180,515.00. This project 
was to install carpet and tile and move the furniture. Or, the Rock award for Rip Rap Deliveries- 
MKARNS, AR Sol Number: W9127S-16-T-0064 for over $1,000,000 to a North Carolina 
contractor. Yet, only a few Arkansas vendors signed for the bids and these out of state 
vendors were awarded the contracts.  But, this is only a couple of examples of the 
opportunities that have gone to out of state vendors for millions of dollars in the past 
contracting year. So how do Arkansas based companies fight this invasion vying for 
Arkansas federal and state awards? 

First, be aware of the opportunities. Are you using a bid matching service to find opportunities? Does a 
member of your staff search for opportunities or do you wait by the phone for someone to call? APAC 
provides free bid matching to Arkansas based companies that are ready to seek federal and state 
opportunities. There are many other businesses that CHARGE to provide services for government bid 
opportunities.  Does your staff know about APAC’s services to review bids and help provide a review to 
make sure you have met all of the government requirements? Lastly, are you ready to grow? That 
means solving issues with bonding and shipping and that comes with growth.  

 We all want a strong economy in Arkansas; this keeps opportunities in the commercial sector as well as 
the government marketplace. So, plan on success in the 2017 contracting year by being aware of all of 
the opportunities, using all of your resources, and winning awards. 

Let APAC do a company review of your bid opportunities for the 2017 contracting year.         

http://www.uaex.edu/business-communities/apac-government-contracting/default.aspx

